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pagesr  or  i f  there is
c a l I  ( 9 1 4  )  9 9 7 - s  i . 0 5

FROM: Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordinator

MESSAGE:

Dear Mr.  Herren:

Thought  yourd l ike to  see the ar t ic le  about  the Just ice
Depar tmentrs  May 3 l -s t  le t ter  to  the New york s tate Board of
Elect ions,  appear ing in  the rnost  preeminent  prace of  todayrs New
York Law Journal :  f ront -page,  center ,  d t  th j  top.

At your convenience, prease do send us a copy of that letter.

Keep up the good work!

&.e.tq
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Judicial Election Inquiq' Widened
Justice Department Seehs Dtata
On Acting Justices' Designation
IY HA'TTIEW OOLDSTEIX

AN ONGOING federal inqurry into ne judicial election
process in three New York City boroughs has widened to
include the state court system's long-31an6ing policy ol
assignin6 iudges from other courts to sewe as acting
iusticer in State Supreme CourL

T-he _U.S. D_epartment of Justice, in a letter sent Tuesday
to the State Board of Elections. has asked for information
regarding the acting justice designation process to deter_
qr1_e if the policy violat$ the federal Voiing Rights Act ol
1965.

For nearly a year, the Justice Department has been
examining whether a number of legislative and procedural
changes in the way judges are elected in ihe Bronx,
Brooklyn and Manhattan harrc resulted in a dilution of
minority voting power.

Since 1968, the Justice Department, punuant to its man-
date under the Votihg, Rights Act has monitored election
activity in the Bronx, Brooklyn and Manhattan and re-
quired state oflicials to "pre-dear" any changes in elec-
tion law that could alfect minority- voteri in those
boroughs.

Until now, the federal inquiry has largely tocused on the
State L€gislature's creation of il aOaitionil St"te Supreme
Court judgeships in the Second Judicical District, which
encompasses Brooklyn and Staten lsland.

However, the Justice Deparbnent's move to broaden its
inquiry could have even greater ramilications for the state
couns, since 128 iudges in the Bronx, Manhattan, Brook_
lyn . are currently designated as acting Supreme Courtjustices.

- For _years, court administratoB have assigned jtidges
from the Court of Claims and from the New VJrf Ciiy civil
and criminal courB to seralre iul acting State Supreme Court
justices in order to ease the caseload in the courts in New
York City. While the appointments are called temporary, it

is not uncommon for actlng iustice! to preside in State
Supreme Court for a decade or more.

But unlike most State Supreme Court iustices, who are
elected to l4-year terms, acting justicer do not run in
e.lections for Supreme Court By appointing acting iustices,
the State Legislature has avoideil ttre potiticattyitrarged
issue of creating new iudgeships.

Condnnc{ on pege 2, eolumn I

Acting State
Supreme

Justices

SOURCE: Oficr o{ Cou.t Admlnl.trat}on



Election Inquiry
Contlnucd hon pe;c l, column i

...Chief Admlnstratlve Judge E. Leo
lll'.'-Xl,_:.1o.. ts aurhorrr"a r,i ii.rISrare Consilrurr"n ro mii;ih"" iJd;:
rary appolntmenll, erpressed rrlr-pnse at  lhe Jrrs l lce Depar lment ; t
latest inqulry arrd satd hi ;;;;;;"i

ll,lu 
nte.tr"ly what they're tooktni

.. ?r:ld. Flanagan, a rpottesman torthe Stele Board of gie.rt"nr. 
"siii

.rrnce etecllon oll lclah were stl l l  re-vrewlng lhe Jrrstlce Deparlment.r lel,ler. he corrld not commenl.

Fallurc to Comply
In ltr Mly 3l leiler, fhe Jrntlee Do_parlmenl aho chlded rtate electlon

oftlclalr tor lall lng to tulty comrrlv wlti i
tt i  earIer requerl for Infoiniatlon
rDour the 14 addltlonal frrdgethlpt.
. Federal olflclats gave tt e irrr" [iit_

clrls -rnolher 60 dayt lo provlde de-
taf led Inlormatlon hborrt ' rf," 

"f 
"i"t

oblalned from mlnorlty rerldents inJpolit lcians in erpanding'th.-S";;;, j
Judiclal 

- Dlstrlci, es *,eil ,, on- f ' f, indrnlnation ol candldate, f" _n ioilhe. adrllr ional fudgerhlp
_ Meanwhl le,  prce Ur i lverr l tv  Law. Protesror Randotph S.ntf +l.ir,ii'fi
nn, a tongllme crl l lc of the rtate
court's method ol electlng ,uages,who has filed a tawrult .t.irt"Sii;;
slale.'s ludlclal elecllon prorerr dh-
crlminales- agalnsl mlnoilty,._ry;;;,
l.l9 th9 Ju.rftce neprrrment.r lireJi
actron stgnelr lhet lederal olf lclalr are"Bj_v.lng 

New york Ctty r hard a;i..;
The Just lce Departmenl ,  In  th lsweek's teiler, also relleraled l request

that slale-ofl iclalr hrrn over all dlscov-
1_ry."id..d"porlt lon matorlel gattrered.or tnng the cor , r re o l  that  l l i igat lon.
_.A.norneys fanrll lar drfr ri,e'Voifng
Rlghts Act have rald the Jurrlce Delpartment, lf l tt l indr a tatal ttaw ln ttresta.te'r frrdlclal electlon proceli, corrlrle.nfoln. any ftrfrlre electlons i" ri intrrree b(roughs, l i le ltt own lawilrlt
agalnil the ttnte, or force the ltate torewrlle l ls electlon lawt.


