
Thank you.

Sincerely,

\Tu--Lf

Thomas Thornton
499 Ft. Washington Ave. #3-D
New Yorlg l.IY 10033
Phone and fax: 212 -7 40.7 N8
E-mail; ThThornton@ol.com

Gerald Stern, Esq.
Commission on Judicial Conduct
801 Second Avenue, 13th floor
New Yorh NY 10017

Re: Children's Rights Council

30 May 1998

Dear Mr..Stenq

On behalf of the Children's Rights Council, New York Chapter I would like to invite you
(or another representative of the Commission on Juclicial Conduct) to be a guest speaker
at our monthly meeting in July. The topic ofthe meeting, which I will be lei'ding, is
judicial accountability. Date, time and place are wednesday, July l, T:00 p.t't. ulin,
YMCA Annex atl22West lTth Street.

The Children's Rights Council is a politically nonaffiliated national organization of men
and women whose main goal is best zummed up by the slogan,,The best parent for
children of divorce is both parents." We frequently have nJnmembers as guest speakers;
recently, e.g., former judge Jerome Hornblass gave a talk on arbitration as an aliernative I
way to reach a divorce settlement. I

The length ofthe presentation should be approximately 30 minutes. Talks are generally
followed by questions from the floor.

I am also inviting a representative of the Center for Judicial Accountability to speak for 30
minutes.

I would be delighted to welcome you gr another representative of the Commission on
Judicial Conduct on July 1. Please let me know if you accept or decline CRC's invitation.
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Thomas Thomton
499 Ft. Washington Ave. #3-D
Now York, NY 10033
Phone and fux: 212.740.7009
E-mail: ThThornton@aol.com

F A X
To: Gerald Stern, Esq., Commission on Judicial Corxluct
Date: 25 June 1998
Re: CRC meeting

Dear Mr. Stern,

Four weeks ago, I sent you the attached invitation to speak at the July meeting of theChildren's Rights Council. unfortunately, I still have ntt received a reply, uni*,. meetingis taking place in just six days.

Ms' Elena Ruth Sassower of the Center for Judicial Accountability has accepted myinvitatioq and for the sake of balance, t hope that you or another representaiive of theCommission on Judicial Conduct will present your organization', point of view.

I look forward to your reply and hope to wercome you on July r

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Yt^^-^a^ i-L^*f
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Mr. Thomas 'ihorrtEon
499 Ft. WdehingEon',

# 3 D

Bv Fax  740-Z,q :QB

Dear Mr.
:  . l  "  l  ' r  i
, .  

. . , t ; , , . , . : .

f atn in receip_t-:igf_,1

Thornton:

f am in lgceint-:Aq'jyog.{'. 'f,1Xi..invieing me to epeak on July 1,which r jue_{' fdcei i iea:, l f i . r ibreg,, . i1iEq I Jia noc respond earr ier.wrrrcr l  I  luatr  rFcelve$;- ,  r : . . regTe!: , : !ha _E _I  d id noE respond earLiel ,
bub.to thg bes-t ,  of  my, 'XnowlEdge) r ' '  Aia tot  receive vou. eart  ier
inv i ta t ion .  I r : , , ' : i : : . i : ' , , j , i . . 1 '

;  
' I  

d id not receive- your ear l ier

re ep e c t f u 1 I y.. de'[i-i n*, t 1ie i,:,i nv.i,t a t i on .

I

.. 1

i  :  -  - :  : '  -  |

Each comp,l-aint ,Ehat, ,we, 5eqeive'  iB considered by t ,he membersof the commie-e, io i r  gn'Jqdlc iar fpo"a"" i l  ihe *enrbere of  thecommissiori make a de-cist'6n.: iqi ' .gach ;;;*-whether the complaint, oni t ,s face has meri,r-. ' .=1,' ,FI.1p, iu,}, '*rre[r,ei i t  ari-g""-:,r i ir iur
miscorrduct asr opposqdi, lor ierror:.,of J.aw, for example. Theconrniesiot-  l rd_,1?i ,  + "911.,qi ,  ancl ,  r [ , , ,h" i ' l Imi ted al thor i ry Eoconsider ar l ,egat- igng, gfa! , jgdges,hivb disregarded, ormis in te rpTetFd . ! le .  taw, ; , .The,  l6g id r ,a tu re-Lecab l ishee thejur iedict ion and ' .Fhel . fHlhor l ty.-of  rhe commiseion to discipl inejudges, arrd the courEH, {ntgr-piet  ' the 

inte ' t i .on of  Ehelegis lature.  , rne,comrniebion^has b; ;"- ; ; rmar.ry ,eminJed by rhe lCourt of Appeals :qh3r, : i j ,.u:, cannoe, in[ert;;; 
- i;- i i .;-;;;;;endence 

ofthe  jud ic ia rv ,  and.cq lp rou  d isc ip i t ; J ' i - J "agu fo r  e r ro is  o f  law.
Ms. sassor,ver, .whbri*rr} bej,, "-ppeari.rrg bef ore Ehe chirdrerr, sRighte louhqil "n,.-r"iy;:., ' i , i l i las- pglnred, out many rimee rhar, thecommiss ion  d lsmieses .$ . !g ' .1o f  t rG ' "o* [1" i " i *  i t  rece ives .  Thar  i scorrecb . These , are :;oel;m*aryi 

oismi 6;;i; , however . They arebased ol  a fu i l  rq la i l rb,  of ' * re gompraint ,  and an analysie anddiecuesion by commisdion memLier*.:: 'na"t "o*pi"r; i l-;Ited upon by
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Thomu Thornton
499 Ft, Werhington Ave. #3-D
Now York, l.tY 10033
Phone and fax: 212.740.7008
E-mail : Thlhomton@aol. com

To:
Date:
Re:

F A X
Gerald Stern, Esq., COMMISSION ON JUDICIAI, CONDUCT
6-26-98
CRC's invitation

Dear Mr. Stenu

Thank you very much to your prompt response to my fax of June 25.

I-am very disappointed that you declined my invitation to speak at the next monthly meeting of the
Children's Rights Council, New York Chapter. Since you explained the CJC's function as opposed
to that of the appellate courts, I fear that you may have nrisunderstood the purpose of my
invitation. Since I have personally filed a complaint against an egregiously abusive member ofthe
judiciary, Judge Phyllis Gangel-Jacob-a complaint that is not based on her numerous errors of
law but on her violations of eleme,ntary rules of the court--l am perfectly well aware of the
limitations of the CJC, just as I am of the difference between the Commission and the Appellate
Division or the Court of Appeals. Consequerrtly, CRC's July meetilg, which I will be chairing, is
not intended to provide a forum for all those attendees who believe their parental rights have been
unjustly and effectively terminated. I certainly don't plan to conduct a meeting where you or
another mflnber of the Commission would be expected to comment on individual cases. (In fact, I
arn not even aware ofany CRC members having open complaints.) Rather, the meeting is meant to
offer general as well as specific information on the kinds of redress available to litiganis whose
complaints go beyond a judge's error of law, and to the procedures for such cumpliints in New
York State. tt seems to me tlat if 85%of all complaints you receive are facially not meritorious,
educating the public should decrease that number-which would be in the inteiest of everyone
concerned.

I will inform Ms' Sassourcr drat she can speak for 50 minutes rather than 25, but should you
reconsider and decide it is in the Commission's (and the CRC nreeting's at[endees') interest to be
fully informed about the scope of CJC's responsibilities and procedures and to hear the
Commission's own point of view-which, as I stated before, would be extremely desirable in the
interest of balanc+-I would be happy to accommodate you even at very short notice.

Should you nd change your mind, I will read your letter at the meeting so attendees will at least
lnow where you stand even if that stand is exprained only vcry briefly.

Sincerely,

r--l vt t /
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