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Reprinted fiom the Op-Ed Page, Oct.26, 1994. THE NEW YORK TIMES

Where Do You Go
When Iudges Break the Law?
RoM Tr{E wev the current electoral races are

comrptionshaping up, you'd think judicial
isn't an issue in New York. Oh, really?

On June 14, 1991, a New York State court

suspended an attorney's license to practice law-
immediately, indefinitely and unconditionally. The

attorney was suspended with no notice of charges,

no hearing, no findings ofprofessional misconduct

and no reasons. AII this violates the law and the

court's own explicit rules.

Today, more than three years lal€r, the sus-

pension remains in effect, and the court refuses even

toprovideahearing as to thebasis ofthe suspension.

No appellate review has been allowed.

Can this really happen here in America? Itnot
only can, it did.

The attorney is Doris L. Sassower, renowned

nationally as a pioneer of equal rights and family law
reform, wi& a distinguished 35-yeat creer at the

bar. When the court suspended her, Sassower was

pro bono counsel in a landmark voting rights case.

The case challenged a political deal involving the

"cross-endorsement" ofj udicial candidates that was

implemented at illegally conducted nominating con-

ventions.

Cross-endorsement is a bartering scheme by
which opposing political parties nominate the same

candidates for public office, virtually guaranteeing

their election. These'tto contest" deals frequently

involve powerful judgeships and turn vot€rs into a
rubber stamp, subverting the democratic process. In
New York and other states, judicial cross endorse-

ment is a way of life.
One such deal was actuallyputintowritingin

1989. Democratic and Republicanparty bosses dealt

out seveu judgeships over a three-year period.'"The

Deal" also included a provision that one cross-

endorsed candidate would be "elected" a alLyeu
judicial term, then resign eight months after taking

the bench in orderto be "elected" to adifferent, more

patronage-rich judgeship. The result was a musical-

chairs succession of newjudicial vacancies for other

cross-endorsed candidates to fill.
Doris Sassower flled a suit to stop this scam,

Other cross-endorsed brethren on the bench *ren
viciously retaliated against her by suspending her
law license, putting her out of business ovemight.

Our state law provides citizens a remedy to
ensure independent review of governmental mis-
conduct. Sassower pursued this remedy by a sepa-

rate lawsuit against tle judges who suspended her
license.

That remedy was destroyed by those judges

who, once again, disobeyed the law - this time, the

law prohibiting a judge from deciding a case !o

which he is a party and in which he has an interest.

kedictably, the judges dismissed the case against

themselves.
New York's Attorney General, whose job

includes defending state judges sued for wrongdo-

ing, argued to our state's higbest court that there

should be no appellate review of the judges' self-

interested decision in their own favor.

Last month, our state's highest court - on

which cross-endorsedjudges sit - denied Sassower

any right of appeal, tr:rning its back on the mostbasic

legal principle that'ho man shall Ss thg judge of his

own cause." In the process, that court gave its latest

demonstration that judges and high-ranking state

officials are above the law.

Three years ago this week, Doris Sassower

wrote to Governor Cuomo asking him to appoint a

special prosecutor to investigate the documented

evidence of lawless conduct by judges and the retal-

iatory suspension of her license. He refused. Now,
all state remedies have been exhausted.

There is still time in the closing days before

the election to demand that candidates for Govemor

and Attorney General address the issue ofjudicial
comrption, which is real and rampant in this state.

Where do you go whenjudges breakttre law?

You go public.

Contact us with horror stories of your own.
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The Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. is a national, non-partisan, not-for-profit citizens' organization
raising public consciousness about how judges break the law and get away with it.
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DoRIs L. SAssoweRr born New York, N.Y., scptanocr 25,
1932; admittcd to bar, 1955, Ncw York; 1961. U.S. Supremc
Court, U.S. Claims Court, U.S. Court of Military Appeals and
U.S. Court of International Trad,c. Educotion-' Brooklyn Collegc
(8.A., summa eum laude, 1954); Ncw,York Univcrsity (J.D., cum
laude,,l955). Phi Beta Kappa. Florcncc Ailen Scholar..Law Assis-
tant:.U.S. Attorney's Otfice. Southern District ol New York,
195+1955; Chief Justrcc Arlhur T. Vandcrbilt, Supreme Court of
New Jersey, 1956-1957. President, Phi Beta Kappa Alumnae in
New York, 1970-71. Prestdent, New York Women's Bar Assmia-
tion. I968-69. Presidcnt, Lawyers'.Group of Brooklyn College
Alumni Association, 1963-65. Reipient: Distinguished Woman
Award, Northwood Institute, Midland, Michigan, 1976. Special
Award "[or outstandinB achievements on bchalf of wornen and
chiidren,' National Organization for.Women-NYS, l98l; New
York Women's Sports Association Award 'as'chrmpion of equal
rights," 1981. Distinguished Alumna Award, Brooklyn College,
1973. Named Outsianding Young.Woman of America, State of
Ncw York, 1969. Nominatcd es candidatc for New York Court of
Appeals, 1972. Columnist: ("Feminism and the [rw') and Mem-
ber. Editoriai Board, Woman's Life Magazinc, 1981. Author:
Bmk Rcview, Separation Agreements and Marital Contrscts, ^lial
Magazinc. October, 1981; Support Handbool< ABA Joumol, Oct-
ober, t986; Anatomy of a Setllement Agrmcnt Divorce Law
Eduction Institute 1982 'Climax of r Custody Case,' Litigation,
Summcr, 1982; "Finding i Divorce hwycr you catr Trust,' .Scors-
dale Inquirer, tl{ay 20, 1982. 'Is This Any Way To Run An Ele.
liooT American Bar Association Journal, August, 1980; Thc Dis:
posablc Parent: The Casc for Joint C\stody," Trial Magazine,
April, 1980. "Marriages in Turmoil: The Lawyer as Dbctor,'Jour-
nal of Psychiatry and [rw, Fall, 1979.'Custody's.Lact Standj
Trial Magazinc, September, l97q Scx Dscrimination-How to
Know It \ryheri You Sce It,' ,{m.ricd[ Bar Awciatlon Section. oJ
Individual Rights and Rsponsibilitict Newsletter, Summer, 1976;
'Scx Di*rimination and The I:w,'NI W'omcn's Peeft, Novcmber
8, 1976; "Womcn, Power and the [rw,' lmeican Bar lssociation
toumal, May, 1976; Thc Chicf Justicc Worc a Rcd Dras,"
lloman In thc Year 200QiArbor Housc, 1974; Ty'oman and thc
Judiciary: Undoing the hi of thc Creator,'Jndicatura, Fcbruary,
t974; "Prostitution Rcview,' Ju* Dcton Fcbriary, 1974; "No-
Fault' Divorce and Wontcn's Propcrty Righil,' New York State
Bar tournol, Novmber, 1973; "Marital Blis: Till Divorce Do Us
Part," &rs Dxtor, Apdl,,1973; 'lVomcn's Rightr.in Higher Edu-
cetioa,' Cunent. Novcrnbcr, 1972;'Women end thc Law: The Un-
finished Revolution," Human Rigktr Fall, .1972;'Matrimonial
Law Rcform; Equal Propcrty Riglits for Womeri,'iYei, York State
Bar tournal, October, 1972, 'Judicial Selection Panels: Ar Erer-
cisc in Futility?", New tork Law Journal October 22, l97l;
'lVomen in the Law: The Scond Hundred Yearsl Amerlcan Bar
Association Journal, April, l97l; Thc Rolc of Lawyers in Wom-
en's Liberalion,' New York Law Journal, Deccmbcr 30, 1970; Thi
Lcgal Rights of Protcssional Womcn," Contemporsry Educatlon,
February, 1972; "Women and thc Legal Profession,' Student Law-
yer Joumal, November, 1970; 'Womcn in the Profcssions,' I/oa-
en's Role in Codtenponry Society, 1972i The L,cgal Profession
and Women's Rights,' Ru,gers Law R*iew, FaIl,. 1970: 'lilhat's
Wrcng With Women l:wycrs?*, Trial Magazine, October'
Novmber, l968. Address to:.The Naiional Confercnce o[ Bar
Praidents, Congrcssional Rccord, Vol. I 15, No. 24 E 815-6, Feb-
ruary 5, 1969; The New York Womcns Bar Association, Congres'
sional Raord, Yot. l14, No. E5267-E, June ll, 1968. Director:
New York Universily Law Alumni Association, 1974; Interna-
tional tnstituie of Women Studies, l97li Institute on.Women's
Wrongs, 1973; Executive Woman, [97]. Co-organizer, National
Conference of Professional and Academic Women, 1970. Founder
and Special Consultant, Professional Women's Caucus, l97O
Trustee, Supreme Court Libraiy, White Plains, New York, by ap-
pointment of Governor'Carey, 1977-1986 (Chair, 1982-1986).
Elected Delegate, White ilouse Cdnference on Small Business,
1986. Member, Panel o[ Arbitrators, American Arbitration Asso-
cialion. Member: The Association of Trial Lawyers of America;
The Asseiation ol the Bar of the Cily of New York; W6tch€3ter
County, New York Sttrte (Menrber: Judicial Selection Committee;
Legislitive Committee, Family Law Srction), Federal and Amcri-
can (ABA Chair, National Conference of hwyers and Social
Workers, 1973-1974; Member, Sations on: Family Law; Individ-
ual Rights and Responsibilitic Commitlee on Rights o[ Women,
1982; Litigation) Bar Associations; New York State Trial Lawyers
Association; American Judicature Smiety; National Association o[
Women Lawyers (O[ticial Observer to lhe U.N., 1969-1970); Con-
sular [-aw Society; Roscoe Pound-American Trial l.arvyers'Fouri-
dation; American Assciation lor thc International Commission of
Jurists; Association oI Feminist Consultants; !ffestchester Associa-
tiorr of Women Business Owners: Anrerican Womens' Economic
Development Corp.; Womens' Forum. Fellowr'American Acad-
emy of Matrimonial l:rvyers; Nerv York Rar Foundqtion.
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