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ATT:  Edwin Davis ,  Lobbyis t

R E :

Dear  Ed:

Thank you for 
.taking- -the t ime. to speak with me last week aboutcJArs  e f fo r t  t o  bu i rd  a  coa r i t i on^o i  o rgan iza t i ons  to  advancenon-part isan recommendations to reform the- shatn *J-rndemocraticprocess by which the senate confirms our l i fe-t ime federalj  udges .

Ten years ago, common cause described thls disgraceful process inits study,
senate confirm?ti .  unfortunatery, thesituation r"rnainG--pGf rnu-h--EE-Eame. rndeed, virtuarrvnothins has come of trre 

-stra.ight-rorwira 
and ;;=iil:idi"ffii:Ireconmendations for change whic-h common cause proposed as part ofi ts report .

r t  is  cJAts intent ion to 
' resurrect  

cornmon causers invaruabrereport--as timery toda.y as it was ten years ago--and to make itsimportant recommendatibns a starting'point for consensus andconcer ted  ac t ion  by  org .an iza t ion l  o f  a l r  por i t i car  andideological  str ipes- This incruder-rr""  congre.ss boundat ion,  onthe r ight ,  and Al l iance for Just ice,  t '  tn"  Ief t .
As discussed, $re wourd be interested in knowing what commoncause has done to advance those recommendati-ons--incrudincrwhether common cause ever forged a ""uii i io; ';-;;J.i i".t ions asv/e are now seeking to do.

we hope that common cause wirr subscribe to our coarit ionstrategy and enthusiasticall_y r,j.oin 
-th; 

team,r. A copy of CJArsinformationat brochure--refr-ecti"q ;;; cornrnitrnel1 
- 

to cit izenact ion and non-part isan reform-_ir-"nciosed.



To assist  common cause' in recogniz ing how absorutery dire the'present s i tuat ion is,  r  enclos6 our unanswered June 2g, i .99Gletter to chairman Hatch--copies of which r{ere sent to the senateMaj ority and Minority r.,eaders. r particui"iry draw yourattention to Exhibit rprr thereto--our t 'ray zzth retter to chairmanHatch, behind which is our october 31, i -995 ret ter  to the ABArelative to Lawrence Kahnrs porit icarly-notivated on-the-benchrnisconduct as a New york State- juate.---

Also enclosed are ar1 of the documents which our uay 27t1_ lettertransmitted to chairman Hatch. These i;; i ;;;- irri-rgg2 crit iqueo f  t h e  p r e - n o m i n a t i o n  s c r e e n i . j  
-  

p " o c e s s  a n d  s u p p o r t i n gcompendium, as well as three corresp6ndence cornpendia rerating tothe Crit ique.

These documents, substantiating our May 27|i:n retter, rrere in thepossession of  chairman Hatch t f ren,  uy- iet ter  datea-.1.r1" l -2th,  heperemptorily denied us the opportunlty to testify at LawrenceKahnrs conf i rmat ion hear ing.  
- lsee 

exniui t  ' ,L i l -o- 'our June 28thlet ter ,  as werr  as our response thGreto,  Exhibi t  lu, i .

Finally, I enclose a trhard copyrr of our August l.3th letter to NanAron of Arriance for Justi6e, annexi;g 
-a;min;; ' 

causef s j.9s6reconmendationsr ds werl as those from 19gg of the Twentiethcentury Fund. The exact letter was arso sent to Mike pendreton
of-Free congress Foundation and a sirnilar letter went to AmericanJudicature Society.

we rook forward to hearing from common cause and deveroping acooperative working relationship. As r rnentionedl this is what!/e atternpted years a99 in our cbntacts with peG;Levine in rgg2and with Rick Thornas in 1993.

COMMON CAUSE

Enclosures:
(1) CJA brochure

Page Two August 19, 1996

Yours for a quality judiciary,

€(zny-
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center  for  Judic ia l  Accountabi l i ty ,  Inc.
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(2)  6 /28/96 l t r  to  Chai r rnan Hatch
(3)  1992 cr i t ique wi th  compendium of  Exhib i ts
(1) 3 correspondence Compeirdia
(5 )  8 /13 /96  l t r  t o  Nan  a ron


