
ilTNTTI JUDICTAL COUUITI'EE

Box 70, Gedney Station
I{hite plains, New york 1OGO5-0070

Te le :  (9L4 )  992 -8LOS /  Fax :  (914 )  6s4_6554

By Fax
202-224-9515

June 11,  L992

Senate Judiciary Conmittee
224 Dirksen Senate Of f ice eui ld ing
Washington,  D.  C.  2O5i-O

RE: Moratorium on Judicial Confirmations

Dear Cornmittee Members:

We understand that an Executive Business neeting of the Senate
Judiciary committee is taking prace at to a.m. l tr is morning to
consider confirmation of four judicial nominees--two of whon
would be f i l l ing vacancies in the Southern Distr ict of New york.

We trust that before any vote is taken on such confirmations
every member of the Comrnittee will have reviewed our June 2, L9g2
letter to senate Majority Leader Mitcherr, reinforcing--as i t
does--our cal l  for an immediate halt on al l  judicial noni-nations.
We respectfully reguest that you place such reguested moratorium
on your agenda as a priori ty i tem, i f  you have not arready done
s o .

Our Law Day transmittal retative to Andrew OrRourkers nomination
establishes the total unrel iabi l i ly of screeninq purportedly
provided by the American Bar Associi t ion and assocla€iori of i t t l
Bar of the city of New york. rt  may be noted that one of the two
New York nominees presently before you, Loretta preska, wasilapprovedrr by the Association of the Bar of the City of New york
in !h" very same May 7 , 1,992 letter as set forth i ls napprovedrl
ra t ing of  Andrew OrRourke.

our exhaustive investigation and analysis demonstrates that the
public interest is in immediate dangei in a manner analogous to
that presented by the discovery that medical screening had fai led
to prevent transmission of contaminated blood to a patient.
There is no guestion but that such discovery would resuit in an
inmediate emergency halt of al l  blood transfusions--unti1 the
source of contamination was isolated and safeguards put in place,
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We have documented that our judicial nominating process has been
infected by a contaminated legaI screening process which has
resulted in rrapprovedrr ratings of unfit  norninees for l i fe-t irne
federar judgeships. our f indings present an issue of emergency
national concern.

Most respectful ly,

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
Coordinator, Ninth Judicial Cornnittee

Enclosure:
(a) 6/2/92 ltr to senate Majority Leader George Mitchell

cc: Senate Majority Leader George MitchelI
Members of the Senate Task Force on the Confirmation process
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan
Al l iance for  Just ice
People for the American Way


