
Crr.rrnn fo, JwtcIAL AccouxrABrlrry, rNc.
P,O. Bax 69, Gednqr Station
Wite Plains, Nen' York 10605-0069

TeL (911) J2I-1200
Fax (914) 128-J991

E-Mail: judgaestch@tolcom
llteb site : w;ttttjudgewdch.org

BY FAX: 585-389-7627 (10 pages)

August 2,2002

B. Thomas Golisano, Gubernatorial Candidate
Independence Party

ATT: Ilene Siekerski, secretary

, RE: The whereabouts of the two cartons containing the
case file evidence to bring down Governor pataki
and Attorney General Spitzer for official
misconduct and comrption

Dear Ms. Sierkerski:

Following our phone conversation, I left a voice mail message for Ms. Oliver
(585-317-6411). Hopefully, she will have some informition as to the
whereabouts of the two cartons I left for Mr. Golisano on May lgth at the
Marriott Hotel, along with an envelope addressed to him. In the envelope was
a hand-written memo -- a copy of which is enclosed. If Mr. Golisano .u.r ru*
this memo, apart from when I faxed it to you on June 2l't, he presumably has
the two cartons.

So that Mr. Golisano is further reminded of who I am, enclosed is my
september 9, 1997 leffer to him. I gave a copy to Mr. Golisano at the
Independence Party convention, when I introduced myself by saylng that I had
come to help him.

Yours for a quality judiciary
and meaningful elections,

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

Enclosures
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Elena Ruth Sassower

t
l

l

I6 Lake Steet, Apartntent 2C
ll/hite Plains, New York 10603

BY FAX AND MAIL

September 9,1997

B. Thomas Golisano, President
Paychex
9l I Panorama Trail South
Rochester, New York 14625

I'eL (91{ 949-2169
Fax (914) 428-4994

RE:

Dear Mr. Golisano:

This letter follows up our public exchange on July 7th after your presentation at the We the people
Congress. You had just spoken forcefully in advocating a constitutional convention as a means of
addressing some of this state's most chronic governmental problems. Yet you conclude<l your
remarks by stating that before giving financial support to the carnpaign to achieve a constitutional
convention, you would be "watch[ing] the polls".

It was this surprising final statement that compelled my response. Identi$ing myself as..someone
who works in citizen action and the non-profit worlcl that is trying to achieve c-hange", I pointed out
that reform "doesn't happen without money" and expressed the view that you sSould be guided by
your convictions, not the polls. I stated:

".-.the polls follow people like you. If you come forward with your name, with your
state visibility and with your money, the polls will follow after you. Your confidence
will inspire other confidence, more money, more people, more votes, and the polls
will be alive. They will follow you. You can't follow the polls, you have it
backwards." (at p. l0l)

You were gracious anough to thank me for what you described as "one of the most forthright appeats
I've heard in a long time" -- to which I replied, "think about a forthright answer".

More than two months have since elapsed. At each of the two monthly meetings of We the people
Congress, I inquired about whether you had come forward with any financiul .esponr". At the
August 4th meeting, the first substantive resolution on the agenda was prefaced with the results of
a recent Quinnipiac statewide public opinion poll. The poll found that although most people were
unaware that the question about a constitutional convention would be on the ballot, they were
inclined to vote "yes" when informed of that fact. Confronted by such poll result, We the plople
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Congress acted decisively. The Congress resolved "to do everything possible within its power to
press forward with a public information and education program';. To titir end, ri,e passed a furthei
resolution specifying the public information projects to be undertaken: "Vote .yls"' newspaper
advertisements, bumper stickers, lawn signs, and brochures. Such specific projects were conditioned
on finding "a sponsor(s) ...to cover the cost" -- which totaled n"uily one miliion dollars.

At our September 2nd meeting, the Congress learned that no benefactor had been found to
underwrite our informational campaign to promote a constitutional convention and that the New
York AFL-CIO had responded to its own survey showing public sentiment in favor of a constitutional
convention by launching a multi-million dollar propaganda blitz -. fashioned by hired public relations
consultants -- to divert the attention of voters from the very reason for hblding a constitutional
convention: our state government is ineflicient, dysfunctional, unresponsive, and polluted by pAC
money and political self-interest. During the morning session of that meeting, we undertook a
peaceful demonstration outside the AFL-CIO's Albany headquarters, at which gob Schulz publicly
read a letter, addressed to its leadership. Among its eloquent concluding words were the foliowinj:

"The problem is, ofcourse, we, the ordinary, non-aligned citizen-taxpayers are doing
what we are doing on a small scale because that is all we can afford. We are doing
what we know how to do -- bumper stickers, buttons, fliers, and possibly a series og
newspaper ads if a financial angel were to come our way. But the unions are out to
throttle the ordinary, non-aligned citizens by their ability to spend a lot of money,
which they coerce every year from the paychecks of millions of workers. without
having to justify it!" (at p. 4)

In the face of such a well-funded public relations campaign for a "No" vote, you, who spoke so
powerfully at tlte July 7th meeting have an extraordinary opportunity to be our "financial aniel" and
help to "level the plalng field". This would certainly be consistent with your "wholehearted" 

support
of a People's convention, as reported in the June 20th Albany Times-Union, which quoted you as
saying "If there is something I can do financially to help the cause, I probably will."

Less than two months remain until theNovember 4th election. The time for patriotic decision-making
is now when you can most make the diflerence and when there is still time for your leadershii
example to serve as a model for others.

In soliciting your financial contribution for a constitutional convention, I do so having made my own
financial contribution to the cause of a People's convention. There has not been a single formal
meeting of We the People Congress -- and I have attended all but one -- to which I have not made
at least a $100 contribution. At the September 2nd meeting, I wrote an additional $1,000 check,
earmarked for the printing of as many bumper stickers and buttons as that money would purchase.
To date, I have contributed $1,750 of my own money.

I
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This is, of course, small pocket change to you -- a man who the Alban!, Times-Union reports to haveassets rangtng llom $150 - $500 million and who spent $6.5 rniilion to r* f- governor in 1994. I,
therefore, respectfully invite you to match my $1,7!o contribution by some expinential number thatis consistent with your conscience, convictions, and financial means -- and, additionally, to publicly
ralfy popular support for a People's constitutional convention from the 2l7,0oo New yorkers whogave you their vote of confidence in the 1994 election.

Your support can make the difference!

Yours for a People's constitutional convention.

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
Representative to the We the people Congress

from the 37th Senatorial District

cc: Bob Schulz, Chairman
We the People Congress

Enclosures (by mait)
I . Transcript excerpts (pp. 36-37 , I 00- I 02) from the 7 /7 /g7 meeting
2. Resolutions #20 and, #Zl from the g/4/97 meeting
3. we the People congress' 9l2l97ltr to AFL-cIo leadership
4. "Golisano Joins a Bid for change", Albany Times-Union,6/20/97
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m e a n s  l t  w l l l  c o s t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  N e w  y o r k  S t a t e  l Z  a n d
a  ha l f  cen ts  a  yea r  f o r  t he  oppor tun l t y  t o  rewr l t e ,
r e f o r m  a n d  r e s t r u e t u r e  h o w  g o v e r n m e n t  w o r k s .  A n d  f , d  s a y
t h a t ' s  p r e t t y  g o o d .

B u t  r  w a n t  t o  n a k e  t t  l o o k  e v e n  b e t t e r  b y  t e r l l n g
you ,  do  we  knou  how nuch  the  s ta te  Epenc ts  on  a  pe r  pe rson
b a s l s  € v € r y  y e a r ?  f t ' s  l l l t e  $ Z , Z O O  p e r  p e r s o n ,  e v e r y
y e a r '  P r u s  t h c  r t a t e  h a s  a  t r e n e n d o u s  a m o u n t  o f  r
l n f l uenee  on  how nuch  l oea l  gove rnmen t  spends .  I f  , ou
to ta r  l t  a r r  up  s ta te  and  roca r  gove rnnenr  spend  abou t
$ 4 ' 3 0 0  f o r  e v e r y  r e e i d e n t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  N e r r  y o r k .  w h o
w o u l d  e v e r  q u e 6 t l 0 n  s p e n d l n g  7 2  a n d  a  h a r f  c e n t s  a  y e e r
ove r  a  20  yea r  pe r lOd  to  make  su re  tha t  h re  do  l t  r l gh t?
T o  n e  r t ' s  a  n o n ' e v e n t .  A n d  t h e  s t a t e  b u d g e t  b e i n g  i n
e x c e s s  o f  6 0  b l l l i o n  o r  6 5  b l l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  5 0  m i l l l o n
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d o l r a r s  o n  a  o n e  t l m e  e h a r g e  f o r  a  2 0  y e a r  p e r i o d  i s
n o t h l n g .

N o w  n y  p e r s o n a l  l n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h l s  t h i n g ,  t o
so r t  o f  sun  up  he re  l s  r  do  p lan  to  be  an  advoca te  fo r
t h e  c o n s t l t u t i o n a l  e o n v e n t l o n .  I  g e t  a  I o t  o f  q u e s t t o n s
a b o u t  d o n a t i n g  m o n e y  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h i s  i s s u e .  l n d  I  h a v e
a  u e r y  o p € n  n i n d  t o  t h l s -  r  t h i n k  r r v e  p r o v e n  ' n  t h e  I
pas t  t ha t  ' n  no t  bash fu r r  o f  backward  abou t  eo rn lng  ro l *n
w l t h  r e g o u r c e s  t o  h e l p  o u t  a  p a r t l c u l a r  e a u s e .  I  t h l n k
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l t ' s  g o l n g  t o  b e  v e r y  l n t e r e s t i n g  o v € r  t l m e  t o  u r a t c h  t h e
po l ls .  r  th lnk  as  t lne  goe6 O[ ,  be tweon now and

Novenber ,  the  ned la  le  go tng  to  nake us  nore  and more  o f
e  f o c u s .  A n d  t h e r e , g  g o i n g  t o  b e  n o r e  a n d  m o r e
i n f o r m s t l o n  o u t  t h e r e  a b o u t  h o w  w € ' r e  d o l n g .  A n d  r  t h i n k
r 8  a n y  o r g r n l z a t i o n  l n v o r v e d  w l t h  t h i s  p r o c e s s  1 t  w o u r d
behove u6  to  cons tan t ly  be  aware  o f  tha t  ln fo r 'e t ton ,  and
naybe de tern lne  how nueh e f fo r t  and how nuch resources
has  to  go  tn to  th is  baeed on  the  rn fo rna t l0n  tha t  ,s  ou t
t h e r e .  A n d  l t , s  g o i n g  t o  b e  v e r y  i n p o r t a n t .

And aa  Bob nent ioned ear l le r ,  renember  the  bond
lssue tha t  w€ reJeeted  overwhern lngry  a  year  o r  t l ro  ago?
Everybody thouqrht  that  thrnE was gorng to pa6s. And
t h e r e  w a s  v e r y  r l t t l e  l n f o r n a t r o n  o u t  s b o u t  i t .  v e r y
l l t t l e  d e b a t e  a b o u t  i t .  A n d  t h e n  N e w  y o r k  s t a t e r s  J u s t
r o s e  t o  t h e  o c c a s l o n  a n d  J u e t  s a l d  D o ,  f l a t  o u t  b y  a n
o v e r w h e r m l n g  n a j o r l t y .  s o  r  h a v e  a  1 0 t  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  l n
the  peop le  o f  the  s ta te  o f  New york .  Jus t  l re  have to
g lve  them the  oppor tun i ty  and the  fo run  to  d l8p lay  the i r
know ledge .

S o

a l l o w l n g  n e

B o b ,  t h a n k s

I
w l t h  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a n k  y o u  f o r

to  eoue  he re  and  nake  these  remarks .  And
a g a l n  f o r  d r l v l n g  t o  R o e h e s t e r .
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B u l  I  l i k e  L h e  q u a l l t y  a n d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  l e v e l  a n d

e v e r y t h l n g  f ' v e  h e a r d  h e r e  t o d a y r  s o  I  w l l l  s u p p o r t  w h a t

y o u ' r e  d o i n g

S a s s o w e r .  f  ' n  f r o m  t h e  3 Z t h  D l s t r i c t  .  I  ' n

C o o r d l n a t o r  a n d  C o - F o u n d e r  o f  e  n o n - p r o f l t .

c i t i z e n ' 6  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a l l e d  l h e  C e n t e r  f o r

A c c o u n t a b l l t t y .  w h i c h  h a p p e n s  t o  b e  o n e  o f

M r .  G o I i s a n o .

MR. JO}TNSON:

MS,  SASSOWER:

Thank you.

My name is E  l e n a

a l s o  t h e

n o n - p a r t i s a n

J u d i c l a l

I  h a v e  t o  s a y ,  w i t h  a l l

y o u r  e l l e n t s ,

M R .  G O L I S A I I O :  A  h a p p y  c l t e n t ,  I  h o p e ?

i  M S .  S A S S O W E R :  V e r y  m u c h  s o .  B u t  w e

w o u l d  b e  h a p p l e r  t o  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  a r e  s u p p o r t j v e  o f  t h e

e o n s t l t u t l o n a l  c o n v e n t l o n  l d e a  1 n  a  w a y  t t r a t  i s  t r u l y

m € a n l n g f u l ;  w i t h  m o n e y .

M R .  G O L I S A N O : C o u l d  y o u  b e  a  l i t t l e

m o r e  d l r e c t ?

I ' IS.  SASSOWER:

d u e  r e s p e c t ,  i t  c e r t a l n l y  i s  a  t r l b u t e  t o  B o b  t h a t  y o u

h a v e  t a k e n  o f  y o u r  v a l u a b l e  t i m e  t o  b e  h e r e  t o c l a y  a n d  w e

s p p r e c i a t e  i t .  B u t  s o m e t h l n g  h a s  t o  c o n t i n u e  o n  a f t e r

t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  e v e n t .  B o b  h a s  b e e n  w o r k l n g  t i r e l e s s l y ,

u n s e l f i s h l y ,  a n d  f r o m  h t s  o v r n  p o e k e t  L o  m a k e  t h i s  h a p p e n

i n  e v e r y  w a y  p o s s l b r e .  A n d  B o b  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  q u i t e  y o u r
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r e s o u r c e s  _

A s  s o m e o n e  w h o  w O r k s  i n  c i t i z e n , s  a c t i o '  ^ n d * *

n o n - p r o f i t  w o r l d  t h a t  i s  t r y l n g  t o  a c h r e v e  c h a n g e ,  i t

d o e s n ' t  h a p p e n  ! r l t h o r - l t  m o n e y .  y o u  s a i d  a n d  t h l s

r e a l l y  h a s  p r o m p t e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  h o r e  t h a n  a n y t h i n g

e l s e ,  b e c a u s e  y o u ' v e  i n v r t e d  1 t  w l t h  y o u r  r o m a r k s  y o u

m a d e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  c e r t a i n  a s s e t s

e t  y o u r  c o m m a n d .  A n d  w l t h  t h a t  a c k n o w r e d g e m e n t  y o u  t h e n

nade re fe renee to ,  wer l ,  you  wou ld  be  watch ing  ,y t  
vTe ra / /s

c l o s e r y .  T h a t ' s  n o t  h o w  i t  w o r k s ,  y o u  e i t h e r  b e r r e v e

a n d  y o u  c o m e  w i t h  u s  b e c a u s e  y o u  k n o w  i t , s  r i g h t ,  o r  y o u

w a r c h  t h e  p o i r {  N o w  t h e  p o r t s f o l r o $  p e o p l e  l i k e  y o u .
r f  y o u  c o m e  f o r w a r d  w i t h  y o u r  n a m e ,  w i t h  y o u r  s t a t e
v l s l b t t l t y  a n d  w r t h  y o u r  n o n e y ,  t h e  p o r r s  w r r l  f o r r o w
a f t e r  y o u .  y o u r  c o n f r d e n c e  w i l l  i n s p i r e  o t h e r
c o n f l d e n c e ,  n ' r e  n o n € y ,  m o r e  p e o p l e ,  m o r e  v o t e s ,  a n d  t h e
p o l r s  w i l r  b e  a r i v e .  ? h e y  w i r r  f o r l o w  y o u .  y o u  c a n , t
f o l l o w  t h e  p o l l s ,  y o u  h a v e  i t  b a c k w a r d s -

S o  I  a l w a y s  k i n d  o f  i n  c l o s i n g ,  L  h a v e  t o  s a y
t h a t  f  h a v e  h a d  t h e  p r t v i l e g e  o f  p a r t i c r p a r r n g  i n  t h e
m o s t .  n o m l n a l  w a y  i n  w h a t  B o b  h a s  b e e n  d o l n g .  A n d  i t  i s
E o m e t h r n g  m a g n i f r c e n t  a ' d  a w e s o m e .  A n d  r  h a v e  c o m e  t o
e v e r y  m e e t i n g ,  f o r n a l  m e e t i n g  e x e e p t  u n f o r t u n a t e r y  t h e
l a s  t  o l r e  w h e n  f  w a s  l n  D C ,  a n d  f  a p o l o g i c e ,  a n d  i  f  t l r e r e
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v r a s  a n y w a y  I  c o u l d  h a v e

h e r e  b u t  i n  a l l  t h e

I  a l w a y s  s e e m  t o  c o m e  u p

k n o w  1 t , s  g o o d ,  d l l  t h i s

1 t  l s  a b o u t  m o n e y .

S o ,  I  g u e s s  h e r e

hope tha t  you  know tha t
t h i s  w o r l d .  T h a n k  y o u .

R. :rrlHt_tLz

702
been  he re  f  wou ld  have  been
p a s t  m e e t i n g s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  h e l d

a t  s o m e  f i n a l  p o l n t  a n d  s a y ,  y o u

t a l k .  b u t  l t . s  a b o u t  n t o n e y .  A n d

t o o  I ' m  f i l t l n g  t h a t  r o l e  a n d  I
t h a t ' s  t h e  w a y  t h l n g s  w o r k  i n
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M R .  G O L I S A N O : f  w a n t  y o u  t o  k n o w  t h a t
t h e  m o s t  f o r t h r t g h t  a p p e a l s  i l v e  h e a r d . i n  a
Thank  you ,  ve ry  much

MS.  SASSOWER: T h i n k  a b o u t  a  f o r t h r i g h t
anslrer

MR.  KETC} IAM: D a v e  K o t c h a r n ,  T  l o g a
c o u n t y '  T h e r e ' s  t o o  m u c h  f l a v o r  t n  s o m e  o f  t h e s e
a r g u m e n t s  t h a t  e v e r y b o d y  w h o  i s  a g a t n s t  h a v i n g  a
c o n v e n t l o n  i s  o u r  d e s i g n a t e d  e n e n y .

F l r s t  o f f ,  t t  a i n ,  t  t r u e .  S e c o n d ,  i  t  . s  
d a n g e r o u s

b e c a u s e  f  f  s r e  s e t  t h e m  u p  a s  e n e m l e s ,  $ r e  m a y  t u r n  t h e n ,
a l I  r n t o  e n e m r e s .  c e r t a i n l y  w e  c a n  f l n d  s o m e  e n e m i e s  a n d
a I I  w e  c a n  d o  i s  f t g h t  t h e n .  M a n y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a g a l n s t
o u f  e o n v e n t i o n  a r e  s c a r e d ,  g c a r e d  f o r  a  g o o d  r e a s o n .  F o r
e x a m p l e  S l e r r a  C l u b  i s  s e a r e d  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  m i g h t  h a p p e n
t o  A r t l c l e  L 4  a b o u t  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  T e a c h e r s  w e l l ,  m a r v

r raS  one  o f

I o n g  t i m e .


