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Letter to the Editor by George Sassower

Seeeo-Vanzettl
Ib the Edltor:

Flfty ycerr tto, on May ll, le2t,
thc tuprcmc Judlclel Court of M||.
nchurcttcr elflrmcd thc convlcilon
of. Nlcole teeco rnd Btrtolemco
Venrcttl.

Fnom the tlme of thclr arrcrt rlx
ycrrr errllcr to thclr chctrocutton
llftecn monthr lrter - derpttc rub.
rtrntlal cvldcnqc ol thelr Innoccner
rnd unlvcrldt prctcltf that thcy wcrc
not aflordcd a falr trlrl cvcn by thc
fegrl rtendrrrlr of tlret da/ - ,,nnl
ose persotr ln outhorlty volccd rn opl.
nlon thet the rccurcd wcrc vlctlmr of
lnJurtlce or cxl,rcrred e doubt ebout
thcfr gullt." (Ehrmonr, Thc Carc
Thet Wlll Not Dle, r. xl).

Thore who held powcr over the
eerc chorc to uphold the convlctlon
rr vlndlcatlng the mcthodr ol thc
prorecutlng.rttornry end the ln-
tctrlty ot the trtal Judgc ( Aymor.
/Sogorln, Lewr end ?rleh Thrt
Created Hirtory, p, l2ll, whorc
pr.ocedurer and blar were ettackcd
not only by thc eccured and thelr at-
torneyr, but by legrl rcholan of thc
tlme lncludlng Fcllx Frankfurtcr ln
hlr famou artlclc ln ther Atlontlc
tonthly.

Of al l  the grcat oraton and
wrlterr who champloned thelr ceule,
It war Venrettl hlmrelf who becemc
lmmortallzed by hh rlmplc, movlng
plear ,  Hl r  mor t  c loquent  wordr
dererve to bc rccalled:

"If lt hed not bccn lorthcrc thtng,
I mlght havc llvc out my ltfc talklng
et rtrcet corncr. to rcornlng mcn. I
mfiht havc dlc; unmlrkcd, unknown,
e tallure. Now we are not a fallure.
Thlr lr our carccr end our trlumph.
Never ln our full llfc couldrwc hope to
do ruch .work for tolerance, for
Jurtlce. for man'l underrtandlng of
man a! now we do by accldent. Our
rvordr - oqr llver - our palnr -
nothlng! Thc taklng of our llvcr -
llver of a good rhoemaker and e poor
tlrh'peddler - all! That lart moment
belongr to ur - thst atony h our
tr lumph."

The tragedy ln prerent.day termr
ol thh claulc fallure of Jurtlce lr that
the "maJvrty of the lawl'  ar ln.
terpreted by 4 revlewlng- court rtlll
rcrvcf to rhroud a33e3loiu Inrtencct
of mlrconduct by r mcmbcr of the.
bcnch ln thc performancc of Judtchl
dutlcr.

- Vrnrettt recogtlred thtr whcn, on
bcln; rcntenccd, he reld:"Thcy heve 3{vcn I ncs trlrl to
Mrdclror (who hed 3{ven confcrlont
exculpatlng tacco rnd Vanzcttl (or
the South Brrlntree crlmcr) tor thc
rcaron that thc Judge had clther
forgot or omlttcd to tell the Jury het
they rhould conrldcr thc mrn-tnno.
cent untll found guilty In the court, or
romcthlng of thet rort. That mrn con.
lcued (of anothcr ktilln3t. fic man
wer trlcd end.harconteJrcd, rnd thl
court 3lve hlm enother trlel. Wc havc
provcd that thcre could not hevc bcen
lnothcr Jud3c on thc lece.ol thc
certh more preJudlccd end morr
cruel then you have bccn e3rtnrt ut.
wc nlvc ploycn thet. lull thcy reftuc
tht nrw lrltl,'!.Ehrmont, p. a!tE).

. Tolhe rhemc ol thc proicuton, I
nrchc hu not yct bcen found on rhlch
o cmblpon Vrnrct$.1 etoquencc,
-.or hu thc prolcrlon lor.rad i plrcc
ror Tc- lr-umblln3 ror{r of thc-htr.
t"ctt JudSc Lilrncd Hend:
_ 

'. tl bcrccch yc ln thc bccb ot
$ff, _rhtnt thit yc mry b. rnlr
ttrca.' I rhould lllc to hevr thrt rrtf.
tcn ovcttht porteb o( wrt, cfnrci.
afl rbol. rad rvcty courtbou...
ead. mry t rly. d xcta fa.fr[r,lbodr ttr.th. Udrn! furb. i Louii
ltr" to- bry. ftatt Go{rfl b3fls. .t

:T?.cf yc ra $r bo'.t d etf|r
tlrf lld f,r lrt b rhl.lrl;;
tl.tr/,. rorrlr tr ?rlllc Lltrl.

G.qt frnr
fer ktr-. f.y.


