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NEWS IN BRIEF

court Rejects Bid to Hah
Pay lncreases for Jildges

A iudge last webk denied a
request from a long-time critic
olthe Jadlclary to bloclt a PdY
raise for about 1,300 state'itidg:
es. Broirx Supreme Cditrt Jlls-
tice Mary Ann Brigantti-Hughes
otherwise reserved decision on
March 30 on the challenge to
the pay increase filed bY Elena
SaCsower and ordeied.state
iiefdndants to aBpear on APril
16 to defend:the legalityof,the
raises. Meanwhile, the judges
will begin seeing the raises
recommended by a sPecial
commission on judicial PaY in
their April l1 checks; TheY are
slated to receive a i7 Percent
raise in the fiscal Year that
began April I and 27 Percent
ove,rlhrqql'ears.

The complaint by Sassower,
head of theWestchester Coun-
ty-based Center for Judicial
Accountability, contends that
the 2010 law establishing the
commission is "unconstitu-
tional, statutorily violative and
fraudulent." In particular, Sas-
sower argues in Center for Judi
cial Accountabitity rs. Cuomo,
30295U2012, that the Judges
cannot lawfully receive a raise
because no agencyis eflectivelY
combatting what she insists is
widespread corruption in the
Judiciary.

Sassower has been a fixture
for years at hearings involv-
ing the Judiciary, where she
has decried the dishonesty of
judges and perlormance ofthe
state Commission on Judicial
Conduct. "Ms. Sassower's track
record lpe'aks for itself," iaid
court system spokesm'an David
Bookstaver. "This'litigation,is
frivolous, at best." Sassower is
appearing pro se.

'-Joel S#shehko


