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Counsel ,  U.S. Senate Judic iary Comnit tee

Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordinator
Center for  Judic ia l  Accountabi l i ty ,  Inc.

DATE: July  L5,  L996

suB.TEcrs Failure of the u.s. senate Judiciary cornnittee toconduct post-nomination investigit l"" '= "r judicialnominees and, in part icular,  to _invesl lg"t .  opposi t ionto Justice Lawrence Kahn based on tris 
-on-the_bench

misconduct as a New york State judge

This conf irms rny telephone call a short -t irne ago to your of f ice,wherein r requested ti speak with "o,rrr="r. r "-u= iora by Mr. patMcDanier, who answered the phone, thai counser was not availabre.
r ,  therefore,  l -ef t  a detaired message with Mr.  McDanier,apprising hirn of ny conversation witn steve seare, LegislativeAssistant to senate Major i ty Leader r ,ot t .  Mr.  seare informed methat an ragreement wis reached" between the Republicans andDemocrats for senate confirmation tomtiiow of judicial nominees--among them, Lawrence Kahn.

rn my message to Mr. McDanier, r requested that the senateJudiciary committee iuedi-atety ituroi it to M;: seale allmateriars rerating to the cdGFs opp"=ition to Justice KahnThis includes tha documentary uacrci-iouno materiais suppried tothe committee beneath our: uay 27 , 
'1996 

coverletter to chairmanHatch and, speci f icat ly:

(a) our l t?y L,  Lgg2 cr i t ique of  the federar judic ia lscreening process, wi th i ts compendiurn oi  exhibi ts;
(b) the three correspondence cornpendia of correspondeneerelat ing to our cr i t ique;

r also requested that the senate Judiciary cornrnittee transmit toMr'  seale informat ion as to_a$ -otheiopposi t ion- io- j . ,=t ice Kahn.r tord Mr- McDanier that r naa jusl 
-iearnea 

that at least twoother c i t izens -  I t .d expressed 
-oppo"i i io '  

to--  'u i . i " .  Kahnrsconfirmation--making a ti ip down t'o'wisnitrgton-ror-Inat purpose.on June 7,  1996, Bir l  van Ar len and rayl  nabenda spoke to asenate  commi t tee  s ta f fe r  about  Jus t ice  rann is  d ishonest ,pol i t icar ly-mot ivated decis ion-rur i "q 
- i i -  

u pubr ic interest  case--
;:l;1"".LTl":n" 

one which was rhe 
-basis 

io, ;il ;;posirion to

.5< '-.f /'



6K
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{ Just as the senate i ludiciary committee failed to follow-up withany interview of us or to request the document"ry 
-evi,dence 

ofJustice Kahnrs dishonest, potit ically-rnotivated at.i=i"":r"r. i ig
in the public interest case of castrican v. coravita, these twocitizens tord rne that no one from trre sen-EE-J[alciary committeeconducted any follow-up interview or request for subitanti"t i"gproof as to what had occurred in their case.

r asked Mr. Daniel that the senate Judiciary Committee confirmits transmittal of the aforesaid materials to l l i .- seate. ourphone number is 9L4-4zl--1200. our fax number is 9l_4-684-6554.

Finally, r would note that we have received no response to ourJune 28, t996 letter to chairman Hatch on the suriiect ; i a;;senate Judiciary committee r s failure to conduct 6asic pd:nomj-nation investigation of judicial nominees ..ta tr our reguestfor a moratorium of g+ judicial confirmations p"rrJitg offfciarinvestigation of the documentary proof we have presentea of thegross deficiencies of both the prel ana post-nomi-nation screenint
of  judic ia l  candidates.

aa
cc: Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott

At t :  Steve Seale,  Legis la t ive Assis tant
2 0 2 - 2 2 4 - 2 2 6 2

Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle
Att: carol ine Fredrickson, Legisrative Assistant
202-224-2047


