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David Gruenberg Senior Counsel
New York State Senate Judiciary Committee
The Capitol
Albany, New York 12247

DearMr. Gruenberg:

This memorializes your despicable conduct and astonishing statements to me at 12:50 p.m. today,
when you retnrned my I l:30 a.m. phone call to your law offi* (5lg-274-7252). Uponmy inquiry
as to the Senate Judiciary Committee's hearing on fustice Rosenblatt's confirmation to the Court of
Appeals - and CJA's request to testi$ -- you stated that there would be "no public testimony',, that
the Commiu@ was "not going to open it up to a public hearing", and that the hearing *ould b" ..by
invitation only''. You also stated that CJA could submit its opposition in writing, but would not bepermitted to testify.

You were complcely uinterested in the BASIS for CJA's opposition to Justice Rosenblatt. Indeed,
you hung up the phone on me as I tried to describe it to you. From start to finisb our phone
conversation was, I believe, no more than 40 seconds.

This 4o-second conversation was our FIRST relative to CJA's opposition to Justice Albert
Rosenblatt's nomination to the Court of Appeals. You had NOT returned my prior telephone
messages left with the Senate Judiciary Committee's clerlg Susan Zimmer (518-455-2071), on
December loth and December l4th, relative to the Senate Judiciary Committee,s confirmation
hearing and our request to testifr in opposition to Justice Rosenblatt's confirmation. In each of
these phone cails, I t]lad eryressly asked that you call me so that we might discuss the basis of CJA,s
opposition and ensure that the Senate Judiciary Committee had -- or would request from the
Commission on JudicialNomination -- the documentary materials we had provided it, establishing
Justice Rosenblatt's unfitness. Ms. Zimmer had stated that she did not know when the Senate would
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be holding a confirmation hearing on Justice Rosenblatt's nomination" other than that she believed
it would be after the lst of the year. She had also stated, in response to my request, that the Senate
Judiciary Committee had NO publicly-available information about Justice Rosenblatt,s nomination.
Indeed, Ms' Zimmer told me that she, hersel{, had no paperwork on the nominatiorq expressly
identifying that she did not yet have any certification of the Governor's nomination.

Irrnediately after you hnrng up the phong I telephoned lvrs. zimrn€r, advising her of your boorish and
unprofessiorul behavior. I asked that she bring it to the attention of Comrittee Chairman Lack and
others in positions ofresponsibility at the Committee. This, so that CJA may be permitted to testify
at a PUBLIC hearir8 ard appropriue disciplinary action taken against you. I furttre. requested tha:t
Ms' Zimmer la us know as soon as a date is set for the confirmation hearing and provide us with the
identifies of those'invited" to testify.

Should the foregoing not accurately reflect our telephone conversation together -- or my phone
conversation with Ms. Zimmer -- relative to Justice Rosenblatt's confirmatiJn, please advise.

So that the record is ctear, Iustice Rosenblatt's nomination would NOT survive CJA,s publicly-
presented testimony and press scrutiny of the documentation we supplied to the Commission on
Judicial Nomination.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

€Qno 452sSo-o.s rx> r* /
ELENA RUTH SASSOWE\ Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc.
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