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On Choosing Judges, Pataki Creates problems
To rhe Edltor:

Our citlzens' organization sharesyour posltion that Gov. GeorgeE. patakl should take the leaC inprotectlng the publtc from processes
of Judlcial selectton ttrai Ao 

-noi

l::l:1." q9.9lltv ano rnoepenaent li_orclary (,:I,lo Way to CtrodseJuoges," editorial, Nov. ll). Howev-
er, the Governor ls the pioblem _
not the solutlon.
. A Sept. l{ news artlcle descrtbed
how Governor patakt naa poritrcizio
:ln"rt! setecilon,' to tte'w ioil;s
ilg5ll T'l.rt by.appotnting. hts own
:ounsef, Mlchael Flnnegan, to the
.LJ1mTf:ton on Judtciat Nominailon,
Te. :upposedly lndependent UoOvthat.ls to furnlsh him the nam". ol"well quallfled,, candldates for thaicourt.

_ Mgr... egreglous ls how Governorpatakt^has. handled Judictal .ppoinlment to the state's lower courts.uver a year and a hatf ago, theG_overnor promulgated an executlveoroer to establlsh screenlng commit.

9::.,t.?-:y$"ate eandtdates for ap
ryIrrye JudCeshtps. Not one of theiecommlttees has been establlshed. In-stead, the Governor _ now almost
3$"f through his term _ pur_
ports to use a temporary Judlclatsc.reenlng commlttei. vriu'"ify-,il
lnformatlon about that commlttee ispublicly avallable.

, Indeed, the Governor,s temporary
:or.nmJltee has no telephone numbei,
and all-lnquirles aUout ft must bedlrected to Mr. Flnnegan, the Cover_nor-s counsel. Mr. Finnegan refuses
to dtvulge any tnformatton about thi
liTry."ry committee,s member-
snrp,.tts procedures or even the quall-
I:?!lons of the Judtciar canariaies
uovernor patakl appolnts, based ont-," r9ggTIendation to htm that theyare "hlghly quallfled.',

.--,Slx months ago we asked to meetwrrn uovernor patakl to present
lj1 yi,t,.p"iluons, stsned btl;;6dN_ew yorkers, for an-lnvestigaiton
:$ f_{t! he.arlnss dn ,.tre'porrii-
car manipulatlon of luCgeshf'ps in

the State of New york.,, Governor
Patakl's response? We're still wait-
mg. _ Etex.l Rurs Snssowen

Coordinalor, Center for fudlciai
Accountabil itv Inc.
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