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David Gruenberg, Counsel
Senate Judiciary Cornmittee
senator Janes Jl !a;k; 

-diJir*un

l?."r 4L3, The capitoi ' 
v"s

Albany, New york nial

RE:

Dear

This conf i rms .nrr.  iar ^^r-^- ^noririee--ffi :#_ 
tXL""."SSe"?::"iXt"lAoI"=::"duy 

in which rconf irmatioir of 'o.r,it" 
. nilS ln"rTor,-should - 

""f:"r::: 

".;i*;

ii|%:ll= ""F:" Si "#* ,";, "r i'3-*'If, l"i"i'"ili 5i:i: ";Hiiliil"ni#iliil a:"i"it'i:i:; =;*i:s
Although last weekr s New vorte ? rr., __-_Newton- t""-  being ir l1.  -reported that Ms.judicial--llr""r,ini""irrii""Ji"J"d{":ilio:?",,;1f 

r""".;5{i":"U#lto reach the. Gov6rtrori"--t;rn""'#v'ii i i"i. i ' 
=""""ii.g commission$iffi::";= ,f,l'f oii *5x!.1* "1:::" "X=.o"1r","""o.nu= rerusea-it

iTqqft .,::=+],"\"&ffi"t1iut """ h-ave been*,endeavorins,temporarv iuaEiar sciJening--'.o,n';f:===i:l.l 
fl!fi ti:t":a;Jil:l:

!i!{::" "*'t" iij; :lr::l*'^+;,nIJ"',,ii 
= 
on r v re rus ei' ro prov i d e u s

-lene3tegry 
-t.*"a 

retter 
r-on--as may be. - seen rrom the encl_osedvarying_ly- pretends that 

reguest (Exhibits ;;: i 'j udiciir- ="^."",,1'f "o-rii'=="i:.:_.* #,, iir^t::: "*l* ;i:liiffiii:3ff i33i:;"";:"::J";'tl;' coverntr' !-l J,nporary i ua i I ia r s *e en i nsr
Between the non-information and ,ni=i 'toira!^ion rlre have receivedfrom the Governorrs " f i ic"  over tha past n3.ny ,ontn=, i t  would
seem that an?-"?*r""roir""1" t " - r" i .J i t  as.air-r i " - , r i i  as possiblefor the pubric to "onirir,r:"_.:_lriiiin'ro. his nur,i.rrar"rosed_doorsselection of jud-ges. 

- ';;;; 
privare coirduct_ or go.r"riment businessis consistent-. wittr 

-tnJi-r.,s 

.reportea 
-Lv 

andrei g;nstein in herfl:::; ;i,"if,t; =,oifli"'f 
;rn:. dgf;fffff,,;*, :n" op-Ed pase or tn"

Gruenberg:

&  " 4 "
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You told me you aleo had & inforrnatl.on about the mernbership andrules and procedures or tn"-- d";rnor, " t"rpo"ury judicial
;:;" 

"ff' "fl 
tl"T"'ji,iJn ;.#'. :olld^ .v;;' e11 ] a i n wny'i o,, e rnor pa r a k ipermanent i"ailiui"dr=JJnril "1t-ti=?i"l:" not 

-i'et 
estabrisnea--l

we berr'eve it is absolutery essential 
_al::_the publr.c__as welr asthe senate-^ ' ruaic l -ar l  

_-  
c" tnr i iGt---have st ich informat ion.Therefore, hre are ""r,ding a gopy ol ttr i= 

-iJit"" 
to Michael;:1":33";" 

tlf 
.lnT"rtt:!. ."1""."i1""o 

'that 
ne "Ji 

- 
",,r ishten borh

you dld telr me that 
-__the covernor has . -made no judiciarnorninations since ra=ilune. we ,L,rra_ vr".t ifrppreciate yourwritten confirmation oi lrtut tu.t, uJ*r"rr '., , ie"itration as Lo:

(1) how nany judici_al noninations were rnade by theGovernor up unti l tt"t l ir"l-
(2 ' )  their  names i

(3) the dates on whlch they were noninated;
(4) the dates on which the nominees were confirmed bythe senate Judiciary a;ilit-t;e and fulr senate.

A I t h o u g h y o u a g s u r e d n e t h a t . y o u w o u 1 d . c o n t a c t u S . @ e ] y
shourd Governor pataki reappoi'ni-.l"ai.- Newton to-'.n" court ofcraimsr w€ r"_rld rir" I" n-.":"'-ia"'-v"ir*iith a bit'rli" specificiry_
;;;"=tf;t#i"""f,;d.' -t"*t*'. 

'.L-i:o.i="*.Ju' 
substanti.i -r.t.,." 

or our
rn her capacity as a Judicial nember-_ of the New york statecommission on 'uaiciai donauct, J"ag.- Newton rru='-aot protectedthe pubric from .rn-iit 

-i;a;;;:-J=**,h=u= 
ueen l:; 

.dury 
ro do.Rather, she has r""a-1"L pbsition ;: commissio.", to protecth ish-rankins, 

. p.o r it iti r if-"o.rr'ecred : rag"= l;;; 
-;i; 

c ons e suencesof their ofriciar nisc-#auct. sn" i;; done itr '='-uv permittincFultv aocunentea ""tpiii"is. asain"i- tii!*-_-incrudi-n-s tompraints oinelnous cr iminar  acts- - to  u"-=umtn;" ; i ;  d ismissed.dismissals, witho=qt any 
-Jet"rr-i"ili"T'by 

rh." cor*i==?:;nd:l*!;i3ili:"'fn"'i'*?.R' *l:,1 
-**[Jij.:5?"]i"Y;1" 

=*t -?? ;".,' ;under Judic iary Law Saa. i .  
. ry sucrsuEory invest igat ive autv

Last year' we_ brought an Articre 7g _proceeding against thecomrnission on 'rudiciJi coiat""t. 1""r"i_"a- -mong rnl relief was arequest for, referrar to . the cor-Ji 'or. so that a speciarprosecutor night be appoin_ted to--inil9giqail ih;- commission,scomplicity in rrign_r"v"i. i iaiciai c"i i"pti"i, 
-I.r-oi==rrated 

by itsaforesaid contra-ry-t" Gd' aisrniss;i ' ;H docunented ctrnpraints of
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criminal conduct by powerful Judges.
our Articre 7g cha-rlenge nas so devastating that the onry way thecommission on Judicial- conduct "oriJ-rurviv. it;;: by engagingin ritiqation misconduct befor" i-Jrir"r" court Justrce who, by afraudurent decision of aisnissai, 

"i5"ia 
dump the case. This isproven by the l i t igation f i le--a 

- 
"opy of which is in thepossessLon of the ajsernbl_y .f"ai"i"_1i Comrnittee, together withvoruminous corresponden"" r'"o. G*"# dhe subject.

As reflected by that correspolrdence, Judge 
-Newtonr ds a member ofthe conmission on Judiciai_:"ral*.i,.- i?: been on notice of theconnissionrs } i t igat ion rnisconduct in the a" l i " i l  

'ze 
proceedinoand of the fraudurenr dismi==ui--"r i i ir i"n ir ;;?;" beneficiarvlfndeed, on August L4, Lss?! 

!!" , publishldour Letter to the Editor "comGTon auinEifrnvestigativeMandate" whlch pubricly.proclaimea lnat tn" 
-ai"mrssal 

vras an5-nsupportabre jt{"q fs"iiflii--',t;j::a' charge rhe commissionershave not denied, Iet alonl controverted.
yet, Judge Newton--rike 

_ gh" rest of the commissioners__hasrefused to meet her ethicar 
3"-" p"rotes=ionai----auty to takecorrective steps. such an indivi-dual is .rr,r&tnv of anyj u d i c i a r  o f f i c e .  

'  * r ' s r v r r r

we wourd exoect that the senate--under the readership of senateMajority r'eiaer ,rosepn 
-g-r.ro--"irr- 

u" 
-par_ticurarly 

interested inclarifying the factl relative 
- 

t" 
-Inir 

conrnissi6n 
- 

on Judiciarconduct' As may be seen from the- ar-i. icle "sii i"- polit icians toscrutinize .ruaiciat cond,uct - 
pi""ii,- r-n'+:l "p-p-J.-"-"i'in the MarchL, r-ee6 issue of The New vork posi in"i i iui..,r;1i;-riaiority LeaderB r u n o h a s e x p _ r e s s e f f i e i n - - . a t i n a i i l t i I i . ' = t h a t t h e

comnission on Judicial 
-conduct 

is-i ' inerrective;:--;= docunentedby the Art ic le 7B f  i re,  tne co.-rnrni=sion is not rnerelyIti-neffectiverr or dysfunciionat, it is corrupt.
Consequently, by copy of this letter 

r w€carl upon her to dern6nstrate ttri i-I i"H"missar of our Article 7Bproceeding against the cornrnissi;"-;; Juaiciai ionarr"t is not afraud--and to just i fy the const i tut ionar i tv "r  
- t -#"cornrnissionrs

iHl;'ni3"J""u"ffn.szooo:: ' --char-rensed in
To assist Judge Newton in neeting the specific regal and factualissues involvedr w€ enctose tne ri.=ftir"" pages of our December15, 1995 letter to the Assernbly 'uJi"iurv 

,con^iit." 
(Exhibitt tpt)--d copy of  which was sent to- the aarninistrator of  the
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conmissLon on .Judlcial Conduct,distributed to the c"rrl""roners.
with a request that it be

Enclosures

cc :

Yours for  a Eral i ty judic iary,

€Gna €".R.V.**{lreJ/--
ITENA RUTH SASSOWER,
Center for Judi"i- i i '

lllchael Finnegan, Counsel to covernor patakiBy Cert i- f i "9 MailTnRR: - p_801_44s_ss4Senate Majority r,eaaer' ]l?"pn BrunoBy Cert i f i?a uai l /nnR: p_80j.  _44e_sssJudge Juanita sing u"rlti'
By cert i l l :g__"lrr7nnn, p_BoL_44 s_se6Aeeembly Judj_crary Committee

anareiy"ff;:itled- Mair/Rnn : ̂ . p_801 _4 4s_se7
rf," ^r", y"rr f;ikrNew 

York observer

Ar Guart, rneffiiost

Coordinator
Accountabi l i ty ,  fnc.


