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(914) 421-1200. Far (914) 694€5s4
E-Mail: probono @ delpht.com Box 69. Gedney Station

White Plains, New york t0605

Apr i l  29 ,  Lgg6

Michael Finnegan, Counsel to the GovernorExecutive Chamber, The Capitol
Room 241_
Albany, New york L2224

Dear Mr. Finnegan:

This letter memorial izes 
.".,1r on-going ,,Twil ight Zone, experienceas hre struggle to obtain wha-t s-hould b; 

-." idirv_avairabre

:;"Til11*?: 
-about 

how Governor paraki ,nar"" 
-*ni= 

judicial

After months of unsuccessful. atternpts via your office at theExecutive chamber of the capitor i""i i tu"v to find out the namesof the members of the Governorfs Temporary Judicial screeningcommittee--of which you are a n"rnb"r-iw"- 
-;;;tured 

on analternative approach.

on Friday, Aprir 26th, r c.alIed the communications office of theof f  ice of  court  aaministrat ion 
--( '2L2-41?-5900) 

,  request inoinformation about the Governorrs oepirtrnent luaidiat screenin!committees for the four j:gj;c-rai a-e-fJrtrnents. 
-J-iu= 

rord tharfor such infornation r w6urd have io 
-speat 

with tne GovernorfsPress of f ice and was given the telept"rr"  number (2L2_6Br-_4580).
r  then car led the Governorrs press of f ice.  r  r ras routed aroundf our or f ive tinres--each tirne rlpe_ating my request forinformat ion about the Governorrs judicrar screening commit tees.Eventualrv, the individuals to hrh6;;y-""ri-rlI"i"i,."a answeredthe terephone wirh the iaentii i i l j ' '  introauJr;;; ,,ExecuriveChamber r r  and t tM ichae l  F inneganrs  o f  f  j_ce , r  .  

,

urtinatery, a wonan on the other end of_the phone asked me myname' After -mornentariry pu.tt ing rne tn-n"ra, =fr"-=i.t"a that theperson r needed to speak with via= t 'out of the oti ice', and ,verybusy' .  she then far iery craimed thJ-=rr"_ nua previously tord meto put my request in iur i t ing.-  
- i -u" i "a 

the,o^.r  i f  she waspessv' a secretarv with r-h?-- 
-I 

r"q !f,oxen "; A;;ii lr.th, AprirL5th,  and Apr i r  r -6 thr  whgn r  le f t ' fno. , "  messages for  a  NanWeiner .  She conf i rmed she was.

* ' B ( r
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After r vigorousry denied_ th-l^t_ peqgy had -ever tord me anythingbut that Ms- weiner wourd be retur"i;g rny phon" ".11=, peggy gaveme the address to which to .send ,y "r1itt"r, requests (the same asis indicated by this tetter)

r then asked peggy the name of the person to whom r was toaddress ny cornnunitations. 
!"ggy,= memorabre response v/as rrrdonrt have her name. she only--. 'urr"- $--f";;"!"r"ug.=,,. peggy

Hil;ilf" 
this rudicrous po=ition 

-i= 
r tried to contain-,ii

when r asked peggy whether Ms. weiner., who on my prior threecarls she had refuied to identi iy """"pt as an 'assistant to theGovernor,' was the person to rri"r 
--i- 'shourd 

aaaress ny writtenrequests, Peggy enigmatically acfnowtedged th;t-;;. Wei.ner was
:I:*Jrrfltil; "Ji?*asked 

wn" "rr" wu= ,,parr of this,,, pessy

so that the record r-s crear, we have =qg?t rnonths just trying tofind out who in the Governorrs "i i i""" '-ri i i=' '  o, judiciarappointments. . Everyone i.n th;- c;einor'" office craims to beunabre to give us th is uasic-- i r r t " r rat ion.--  As fur therdemonstrative of the outlandistrness lr this situation, r havespoken to susan Meier, who has ctainea that n_". in.rorvement injudicial appointments ended this 
-;;Jl-.rur,.rary. 

Logically, thisshould mean that Ms. Meier wourd,  dt  reast ,  be abre to terr_ uswho si ts on the covernor r :  
.  r - rnporary Judic iar  screeninqconmittee, established by Executiv" olb"5-in 

-ap:rl] 
of @__year(Exhibit ttFt). However, Ms. Meier has crairned 

.ih;t 
she does notknow who its members are and that she does noL-know who has

E:f:ffi:l. 
her in handrins judicial 

-screenins 
i"*"= ror the

As to placing our reguests ^!9" information in writ ing, arthoughno one in the Governorrs of f ice-L""r" ' t " ra us to ao =o, we haveconsistentry set them forttr_ i; -; iai"n. _This may be seen fromour repeatedly faxed January 10, n6-e 
. rggter"-ie*niuit ,rA,,) ,resent by mai l  under a r*rarcf ,  .  2s;  rgsz- rStter-  (n l r iu i t  'B_1,,)  ,then i t ser f  resent  under  a  apr i f  

- i+ , -1gge 
re t te r  (Exh ib i t  ,B_2 ' r ) .

The aforesal-d three terephone.messages for Ms. weiner which rreft with peggy--and whlcl neither lai.-.w"irr"" nor anyone on herbehar f  re tu - rned- -were  no t  fo r  
- in "  

purpose o f  ob ta in inginformation about the Gove_rnor I s relnfofary Judicial screenincrcommittee. Rather, _ they -were to pr-oviae information to tn5commission bearing adveriely ,rpon 
-th; 

qualif ications of JuanitaBing Newton. ..A""9rding to _an 
-April 

r-r-i.h =q,riu 
-ir,- ' tn" 

New yorkLaw Journal, 
$: Jelnofa_ry ,rudiciai- scr"ening commj_ttee was thatday interviewing Judge we-wton ;";;"";ointment by the Governorto the Court of Cl_airnl.
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Having received no return catl from Ms. weiner and fearing thatthe GovernorIs of f ice night rpurr  a fast  one'r--wi th senateconf i rna t ion  schedu led  t f re  duy  fo l low ing  the  Governor rsappointrnent so - that by the tinL we would read. about thenomination in the newspaper, the confirmati;; ,""ra already beover--as was the case, for  instance, wi th the Governorrsappointment last year of Jonathan Lipprnan to the court of claims(Exhibit rrcrr) --we contacted the seiite .rudiciary--cor', ittee tonotify it of our -opposition to .Judge Newton. A copy of ourAprir 18, r.996 retter to David 6ruenberg, counser to thatcommittee, confi_rrning his assurance to uJ' trrat we would beimmediaterv notif ied shourd the covernor reappoint Judge Newton,hras sent to you (Exhibit rDr ) . consequen-tlry, that, too, isalready in writ ing.

so that there is no mistake about the information hre arecurrently seeking, this - letter, therefore, constitutes ;;;explicit written request for inforrnation as to Governor pataki,s
Executive orders l-o and L1- relating to the establishrnent ofjudiciar screening comrnittees. copie! of those Executive ordersare annexed hereto as Exhibits rrSr- and rFr, ""=p""€i.r"ry. 

-i l ;t

comrnittees are, in fact, operational and who a""'th"ir members?

we understand that the Temporary Judicial screening committee,set up by Execut ive order 1L (Exhibi t ,  r rF, , ) ,  has not yet  beensuperseded by a state Judic iar  screening comrn- i t te",  
- i "

contemplated by d4 of that order. What is the r-"u"on for this?

under Executive order 10, the state Judiciar screening committeeis charged with the duty to:

tpromurgate. appropriate rures and regulations
to govern its proceedings and thos6 of the
Departmentar and_.county Judic iar  screening
comnittees established by this order. The
rures and regurations sharr incrude standaids
and procedures for ensurl-ng, to the extent
p o s s i b l e r  u n i f o r n i t y  o i  c r i t e r i a  f o r
evaruation the qualif ications of candidates
for.  appointment.  or  designat ion to judic ia l
of f ice throughout the Sta1e."  lnxni6i t  u[ , , ,
p .  2 )  \

rf the state Judiciar screening committee has not been set uprwhat are the rures and regulations under which the tenporaiy
Judicial screening Committee and the Departmental and countyJudicial screening cornrnittees have been operating?
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Yours for a guality judiciary,

Seaq e.Rs,qsx"
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center  for  Judic ia l 'accouniabiL i ty ,  fnc.

rnasmuch as the Governorrs Executive orders identify eounser tothe Governor 
3.s belns both a member of the Temporary and a wourd_be member of the stateEaici; i ;;;"; i ing eonrnitte-, we trusr youwill readr-ry be abre to respond with sucn information.

Finallyr we note that Executive order 1L charges the rroffice ofcounser to the covernor' with th"-;;;; of rnaking
r a v a i l a b l e  t o , , | h .  I T e m p o r a r y  J u d i c i a lscreeningr committee Jurticient staff andresources to enable the comm.itte._ l l_carryout properly its. responsibil i t ies ir-ri i ingadequate investigatibns 

-i; i" 
all mattersrerevant to the guarirications of candidatesfor appointrnent 6 :uaic iar-orf iceJ- [n" i l i i i tl l F l t ,  

! [ 3 ) .  
Y - - * v E  

\ r J ] r r r r r

since it is no!'r. many months that we have been endeavoring,without success, to kiow who in th; covernor,s office functionsas l iaison to the Ternporary Judicia] screening cornnittee--andmore than two and a narr weeks since we r-eft dn.- f irst of ourunreturned terephone messages for Ms. weiner, advising that r4rehad adverse information to. present to the screening committeeabout Judge Newtonrs guarif i.c;i i ;;;; ,u-"-""qrest that you identifvwhat 'staf f and res-ourcesr you 
- 

i;;; mlde avairabre to thaconmittee to permit it to 
-rneet 

it= proclai-med purpose of
,:lil[;i"7iJ$it i[],':111 "tri""' 

-.piJi'tl"" 
";; ;r €n"' nisn""i

Apr i t  29 ,  1996

Service of the Association
of New york

Enclosures

cc: Senate Judiciary Cornnittee
David Gruenberg, counsel

ComnLttee to nncoufage Judicial
o f  the Bar  of  the Ci ty

Sidney H. Asch, Chairman 
J

f'und for Modern Courts
- Gary Brown, Executlve Director

New York media
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refcrred to the Cornrn l t tee on Judlct t ry

AN ACT to rnend t l l  loCtc l r ry  l iv ,  tn  rc l r t to f t  a .  a*ard; tor  lor  ehl t li fudtc or .alrcctate Judgc el lh. cour! cf rppg.,l l
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