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Chairrran John A. DeFrancisco
New York State Senate Judiciary Committee
Albany, New york 12247

ATT: Carole Luther, Chief of Staff

RE:

Dear Ms. Luther:
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Senate Judiciary Committee procedures:
(1) transcripts of confirmation hearings to Ny court of Appears;
(2) confirmation of supreme court Justice Theodore r. lon'.-rJ 6

NY court of Appeals, request forpublicly-availabre documents,
& request to tpstify in opposition

ffii"f$ 
follows up our telephone conversation shortly after 3:00 p.m. pertaining to old and new

As to the old - the senate Judiciary committee's procedures pertaining to the transcripts of itsconfirmation hearings to the New York court of Appeals - *rto."a is my November l, 2006 letterto you' to which I have received no response. Please advise so that I may be guided accordingly.
As to the new-the confirmation of Brooklyn Supreme court Justice Theodore T. Jones, Jr. to theNew York court of Appeals - you stated tnat ctrairman DeFrancisco was speaking with theGovernor about the appointment larlier today - and that no materials pertaining to Justice Jones,qualifications and fibress had yet been received and no date set for the confirma:tion hearing.
As briefly discussed - and as herewith set in writing - I reques! pursuant to the Freedom ofInformation Law or such other law and rules as may be"applicabre:
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(a) all publicly-available documents the committee receives bearing upon JusticeJones' qualifications and fitness to be an associate;udge of the New york
Court of Appeals;

(b) any written procedures and sJandards goveming the Senate Judiciarycommittee's proceedings to confirm New York"court of Appeals judges. Thiswould presumably reflect whether the committee now requires nominees to o'rstate's highest court to complete apublicly-available questionnaire, such as the u.S.Senate Judiciary committee requiies in its proceedings to confirm federal judgesr -and whether it has d.eleloned any criteria by which it waluates r"qu".i, uy membersof the public to testifr intpposition at its confirmation hearings.

Additionally, by this letter, the center for Judicial Accountability requests to testify inopposition at the Senate Judiciary committee's upcoming hearing on Justice Jones,confirmation.

Thank you.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

&eAa
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

t A blank copy of the u's' Senate Judiciary committee questionnaire was annexed to cJA,s January 17,2003 letter to you relating to the New yort state senate luiiciary committee,s p...J.,r", in confirmingPresiding court of claimi ludge Susan t R;; ;;'i,"* v"ri court of Appeals. It is incruded in theappendix to cJA's January 22,-2003 written.testimony in opporliion to her condrmation [4-34-40]. IF thestate Senate Judiciary committee it pt r"*irrg1tr3^tgggror'"rit, proceedings to confirm court of Appeals
#:3:r1r-,f,Jfirequested 

bv cJA's peuruarv io, zoos letter to lou - au ,urh do"u*ents should be readily
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November 1,2006

Chairman John A. DeFrancisco
New York State Senate Judiciary Committee
307 Legislative Ofiice Building
Albany, New York 12247

ATT: Carole Luther, Chief of Staff

RE: The Senate Judiciary Committee's hocedures:
Transcripts of Confirmation "Hearings" to the New York Court of Appeals

Dear Ms. Luther:

This responds to your October 24, 20}6letter, advising that my panng $.25 per page for tfre
stenographic transcript ofthe Senate Judiciary Committee's Septembl r tq,ZOOehearing to confirm
Justice Pigott's nomination to the New York Court of Appeals is "consistent with Senate Rule XIV
and Article VI of the Public Offrcers Lalu,'.

Does this mean that the Senate Judiciary Committee does not provide free copies ofthe transcript to
witnesses who testifr - or at least the pages oftheir testimony - in recognition of the public ,"*ir"
they rendered the Committee by testi$ing? 

r -'----

lefore forwarding the indicated 520.25 for the 81 tanscript pages, please confirm that the
Committee is also charging $.25 per page to the other witnesses who testified at the September 14,2006 hearing, as well as to Justice Pigott - and ttot prouidirrg th" transcript to them, either whole orin part, free of charge.

To avoid fr'ther delay, please respond by f.ar and/or e-mail. Thank you.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

&e4R
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Director 

_-

Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA)
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