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ALBANY -- The state senate on Friday advanced a legislative agreement that would
require health insurens to cover far more mental health
treatment for adults and children.
No one knows how much the proposed'"Timothy'sLaw" would increasehealth insurance
premiums paid by employersand workers, but most
advocatesand lawmakers expectpremiums would rise. The estimated premium
increasesrange from ,,minimal,,to up to 10 percent, said Senate
Majority LeaderJoseph Bruno.
Mark Amodeo, representingthe New York state confenenceof Blue cross and Blue
shield plans, said the companies,analysisshows premiums
would likely rise lessthan 3.Spercent.
"It

might not sound like a lot, but it will add to the cost of coverageat a time when many
employers are struggling to maintain the current level
ofcoverage,"he said.
But Bmno said the cost, which he thinla will be minimal, is well worth it. He also said
health car€ eosts overall would dec*ase with early
treatment of mental illness, as opposedto last-resort emergencyroom care.The measurepassed
55-o.
"Mental

illness can result in tragedy if it is not properly treated," said Bruno, a Rensselaercounty
Republican,in Friday,sspecial session.,The
public in some way picks up the tab."
Bruno said Gov. George Pataki told him he would sign the compmmise with the Assembly,
although pataki said later that he didn,t recall
committing to the bill. He said he will review it when it's sent to him, afterthe Assemblyvotes
on it.
The Democrat-ledAssembly could also return in a specialsessionto approvethe bill and
send it to pataki to sign it into law or veto. or, the
Assemblyand Senatecould adopt the bill in January and send it to the next govemor.
Democrat Eliot spitzer and Republican John Faso are running to succeedPataki, whose last
term ends Dec. 3r. pataki and Faso said they would
both sign Timothy's law, but want safeguardsto protect businessesfrom being saddledwith
another cost mandated byAlbany.
'This

can truly avoid a tragedy," said state sen. Hugh Farley, a schenectady county Republican.
He said the cost added to premiums is ,,a catch22, but you haveto do it."
The bill that has been pmposed in some form for zo years has been pushed by Tom o'Clair,
a resident of Farlds district, since his son,
Timothy, died' The rz-year-old killed himself in zoor after his parents had to give up
custody of him so he could get public-funded treatment for
emotional problems.
T?rebill would require insurance companiesto cover 30 inpatient days of treatment
and 20 ouq)atient days of treatment for mental illness.
companies would be required to fully cover 'biologically basedmental illnesses"including
major depression,obsessivecompulsive disorder,
anorexia and binge eating.
Timothy's t'aw would also require coveragefor children with attention deficit disorder, dismptiyg
behavior disorders or disorders that include
suicidal symptoms.
The state would pay for the premium inmase for companies with
5o or fewer employees.
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Astearswelled,Tom o'clair stoodnextto Brunoasadvocates
andsenatorsapplaudedhim andhis wife,Donna,who havebeenfixturesin the
Capitol, lobbying for the law for years.

This is fimothy's work, and fm his hands," the father said.
state sen' Thomas Libous, a Br:oomeCounty Republican who sponsored
the measure, said Timothy,s rawwould put New york among the top
five statesin requiring mental health coverage.
'Ihis is
legislation that is long overdue," Libous said
The senate also confirmed Judge EugeneF. Pigott Jr. of the Buffalo area join
to
the state'shighest court until Dec.3r, eor6. Gov. Georgepatah
nominated Pigott last month to the Court of Appeals.He will replace
Judge GeorgeBundy Smith.
The Senatealso confirmed many of Pataki'sappointments, including
his former communications director, Lisa Dewatdstoll of oyster
Bay,to
important governing boards that regulate environmental, business,health
and other issues.
Pataki has been criticized for loading up his friends and allies to long-term
state roles, but said he is simply fulfilling his duty as governor until
his term ends.

Democraticsen' Liz Kmegercomplainedthe minorityconference
didn't receivenoticeof pataki's6r nominationsuntil lateThursdav.
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