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RE: UPDATE: Legal Representation and Litigation
against the Commission to Investigate Public Comrption

Pursuant to Assembly Rule VIII, "Public Access to Records", please furnish any subsequent records

germane to our December 16,2013 FOll/records request.

For your convenience, enclosed are: (1) the December 16,2013 FOll/records request; (2) your
December 23, 2013 response; (3) a February 23, 2014 article "Silver spends more to resist
corruption commission" in Capital New York, by Jimmy Vielkind.
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Silver spends more to resist
coruuption commission

By Jimmy Vielkind 1l].22 p.m. I Feb 23 2014

ALBANY-Asscmbly Sptakcr Shelclon Silvcr rvill spend another $300.000 of publir

money to assist several lalv firms-including thr onl, that *mplo1,s him-as thr,y,fight

subpoenas from a statc anti-corruption panel, siate rceords sho!v.

The heavily Democratic Assrmbly, where Silver has btcn speaker for 20 !,cars. uppcd its

contract lvith the firm of Kasolvitz, Bc'nson, Torres & Friedman f,l{}m S5 !.0tlt.) is

5l 5 i.0*il last r,r.'rck.

An amendment was processeti b1, the, statc comptrollcr's rjffic{r on Thursd;r,v, thc day

br'fr:re the latest rr:und of papr:rs rvere duc in thc r:ngoing legal battk, bttlvcen lcgislative

employtrs and thc Morelanr{ Commission to Investii{atr. Publir Corruption, rvhieh

Oovernor Andrcrq Cuomo convencd in iuly. The commission has issirrri 2i) a*rv

srtbp':r-'nits last month in conncrtion rrith reimburscmcnt from rampailgn acrounts, a

source tokl the Wall Street loumal.

Thc comrnission iasl year subputnaed rerorcls froru l0 businrsses ihat paf i*gislaiars,

say.ing the' outsitle employment of legislators crcatrs a "risk *f crirninal brh*r'ior"
beeause their w'ork prodr"rct is often intangiblc. Legislatt-rrs have argucd thr. commission-

which docs not havr a separate bucl.qet linr-rxist to simply browbr.at thr.m in

ncliotiations with Cuomo. On Fritla1,, legislative kadrrs argued the subpocnas should bc

quashtd because it is an "usurpiltiun" of their constitutionill lau.rnaking potvers.

"lVhile the I'lortland Commission is conducting an ilit,1;itimate fishing expeditiun. we're
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going to retain counsel," said Silver spokesman

Michaci Whyland. "lt's costing the state a lot of

money, too."

Kasowitz's firm is working in conlunction with

Ialvyers for the Senate Republican conference as

well as its Indepcndent Democratic Conferente.

who control thr" chamber in a coalition.

Repubiicans have paid at least S50,OOO to

Kirklanci & Ellis, where fotmer U.S. Attornty

Michael Garcia is the lead attorney. The IDC

rvould not say how much it has paid Loeb &

Loeb, which represents it in the ca;e against thc

commission.

The commissioners did not subpoena the

Iegislative leaders; they were granted status as

"intervenors" in the chalte'nges brought by thc

pdvate iaw firms.
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