
CnNrnn Fo, JaucIAL AccouNTABrLrry, rNC.*
Post OfJice Box 8101
ll/hite Plains, New York 10602

October 4,2013

TO:

FROM:

RE:

TeL (911)455-4373 E-Moil: ciaCeDiudsewalch.ors

ll/ebsite: www.iudgewatch.orp

Regina Calcaterra, Executive Director
Commission to Investigate Public Com.rption

Elena Ruth Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

When Will the Commission to lnvestigate Public Comrption be Holding Public
Hearings at Which the Public Will be Able to Testify as to the Breadth of Public
Comrption Within its Knowledge and Experience?, Etc.

Please advise when the Commission to Investigate Public Comrption will be holding public hearings
at which the public will be able to testi$ as to the breadth ofpublic comrption within its knowledge
and experience.

As you know, I rushed up to the dais to ask that question at the end of the September 24th Albany
hearing. This, because that hearing had been topic-limited to "campaign finance, outside income of
state elected officials or political party housekeeping accounts" - areas predictably not within the
knowledge and experience of members ofthe public. As a result, the Commission did not even have
witnesses to fill the last half-hour. Yet, rather than asking whether, in the audience, there were
members of the public who wished to testiff about other public comrption - the answer to which the
Commission knew to be yes - and without announcing dates of any subsequent hearings, the
Commission closed the Albany hearing. As to my publicly-presented question as to when the
Commission would be holding public hearings at which the public would be able to testify about the
breadth ofpublic comrption within its knowledge and experience, the Commission did not respond.

To date, the Commission has afforded the public only an hour and a half at a single hearing to testiff
as to the breadth of public comrption. That was at its September 17tr Manhattan hearing, from which
the Commission turned away untold numbers who had registered.

In the interest of transparency and consistent with what I stated in testifuing on September 17tr (at
2:14:44 -2:28:04) please identify how many people registered to testifu at the September 17th

Manhattan hearing - and how many registrants you contacted by phone and/or e-mail telling them
they would not be able to testifu or even to be admitted into the hearing room because the hearings

were at capacity and/or because their proposed testimony was purportedly not germane.

* Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA) is a national, non-partisan, non-profit

citizens' organization, working to ensure that the processes ofjudicial selection and discipline are

effective and meaningfu l.

+cT



Commission to lnvestigate Public Comrption Page Two October 4,2013

please also identifir how many members of the public registered for the September 24'h Albany

hearing - including before your registration page was modified to restrict the topics of the hearing -
and the date and time the modification went on-line-

Notably, at the September 17th Manhattan hearing, you stated (at T:47:00 - l:47:10) that there would

be a fuither public hearing in Manhattan, on Octobe r 29'h,at "the Lighthouse", without revealing that

the Commission's September 16'h press release "Moreland Commission Announces New York City

Hearing Tomoruow, ieptember l7-th' hadidentified that the October 29ft hearing would be a "NYS

Board of Elections Investigatory Hearing". Clearly, this would not afford members ofthe public the

opportunity to testify as to the breadth of the public com-rption within their knowledge and

erierience. ln any event, that September 16e press release has apparenlly been expurgated to

remove the Octobe r 29th irearing. A copy of the original September 16th press release and the

currently posted expurgated release is enclosed.

This is not the only expursation from the original September 16th press release. Also gone is

information about the Buffalo hearing, rvhich the original release represented as "Septembet 23,

2013 (POSTPONED to later date)". This is totally bizarue. The Buffalo hearing was never

announced for September 23'd. It had been scheduled for September 18th by the Commission's July

16th press release, o'Moreland Commission Announces First Raund of Public Hearings to Take Place

Across the State" and this September 18th date had been posted onthe Commission's homepage until

about September 2'd, when, without explanation, it was removed. I inquired about this by e-mail

dated September 3'd - without response from the Commission. A copy of that e-mail is enclosed'

At the September 17th Manhattan hearing (at l:47:10 - 1 :47:18), you stated that that the Commission

was "trying" to set up a Buffalo hearing "for the latter part of October, early November". How long

does it take for the Commission to fix a date so that members of the public might be guided

accordingly?

I will separately write on other matters related to the Commission's public hearings. Suffice for

immediate purposes to get the Commission's response as to the dates and parameters of upcoming

hearings - and information as to the numbers of registrants who had requested to testify at the

September 17th and September 24ft public hearings, but were not included on the Commission's

witness lists.

Thank you.

Enclosures: (1) Commission's original September 16th press release

(2) Commission's expurgated September 16e press release

(3) CJA's September 3'd e-mail

cc: Commission Co-Chair Onondaga County District Attorney William Fitzpatrick

Commission Co-Chair Nassau County District Attomey Kathleen Rice

Commission Co-Chair Milton L. Williams, Jr.

Commissioner Albany County District Attorney P. David Soares

The Public & the Press



The Moreland Commission on Public Comrption

PhorE Line: (518) 485-TIPS(M77)

Executive Director
Regina Calcaterra

Chief Counsel
lGlV Domlan
Legislative Director
John Amodeo

Chief of lnvestigations
Darrya Perry

Gontact: Regine Calcaterra, 212-417-5965

h@ ://www.publ iccomption.more I and.ny. gov/press-re I ease/morelan
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Moreland Commission
Appointed by

Govemor Andraw it. Cuomo

Moreland Commission Announces New York City Hearing Tomonrow, September

17th

Septembe|i6, 2013

Contact: Michelle D.l6i, Q12) 417-5965

The Morehnd Commission to ln\Estigate Public Corruption will hold a hearirE tonprrow, September 17, 2013 at pace Uni\ersity, t{yc.

This first hearirE will focus on federal ard state criminal laws and the adequacy of existing state laws. rules and regulations inolvirE misconduct by public
offlcials.

The Commission has invited law-enforcenEnt officials to discuss se\€ral public corruption cases prosecL(ed in their jurisdictions. They will also speak to tE
inadequacy of existirE anti-corruptions laws_

The speakers are:

Preet Bharara, United States Attorney, Southern District of f.lew york

Loretta Lynch, United States Attorney, Eastern District of l.ls^/ york

Cyfl.rs R-Vance, Jr, Manhattan District Attorney

Daniel R. Alonso, Chief Assistant Manhattan District Attorney
Lawrence l{orden, Deputy Direclor, Brennan Centers Dernocracy program

lan \hndewalker, Counsel, Brennan Center's Dernocracy program

WIIAT: l.lew York State Moreland Commission to ln€stigate public eorruption
WHEN: 6 p.m., Ttnsday, September 17,2013 (Doorsopenat S p.m.)
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The Moreland Commission on Public Corruption http : i/www.publiccomptionmoreland.ny gov/press-releaselmorelan..

WHERE: Pace Lhiversity, tIY Campus - Muhipurpose Room, 1 Pace Plaza, t'YC

WEBCAST: Tte event wil be webcast at: mms://realserv.pace.edu/liveny The address needs to be operEd using Wndows Media Player.

NOTE: All members of the nredh wishing to attend the hearings are asked to RS\tr via ernail at: mlchelle.duffy@morelard.ny.gov

**Due to the limitation of tinte and volurne of speaker$, this event is at capacity.

Update on Addltional H6arings:

Capital Region

WlEn: Tr.ESday, September 24,2013

\Mpre: The CrossirEs of cobnie Meetirq l-louse, 580 Albany shaker Road, Loudonville, i.lY

Doors open at 5:00pm, hearirg starts at 6:00pm

Buffalo - September 23,2013 (POSTPONED to later date)

NewYork City

Topic: iIYS Board of Elections ln\estigatory l-learing

\MEn: Tuesday, October 29, 2013

\MEre: Lighthouse lnternational, 111 East 59th St., l€w York City (Benay Venda l'lall)

Doors open at 5:00pm, tEaring starts at 6:00pm

###

Speciat Counsel: Robert Morgenthau; Speciat Advisors: Joseph D'Amico, Raymond Kelly, Barbara Bartoletti:

commissioners: patrick Barreu, Richard Br:frault, Daniel casflernan, Derek charnpagne, Eric corngold, Kathleen l-hgan, Ilancy lbppock, seyrnour Jarnes,

David Javdan, Robert Johnson, David R. Jones, Lance Liebrnan, JoanrE Mahor€y, Gerald Mollen, Makau Mutua, Benito Rornam' Frark Sedita lll' P' David

Soares, l(isty Sprague, Betty Vlbinberg Ellerin, Peter zimroth, Thomas P. Ztgibe

Go\Er16r
Andrew M. Crcnts

Qontact I Pri\acy I Disclaimer I Site Map

2 of2 911712013 9:20 AM



The Moreland Commission on Public Comrption

Phone Line: (s18) 485-TIPS(8477)

Executive Director
Regina Calcaterra

Chief Counsel

Kelly Dono\6n

Legislative Director

John Amodeo

Chief of lnvestigations

Danya Perry

Contact: Michelle Dutry, (212) 417-5965

http://wwwpubli ccomrption.moreland.ny.gov/press-releaselmorelan...
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Moreland Commbsion
Appointed by

Govemor Andrew ll. Cuomo

Moreland Commission Armounces New York City Hearing Tomornow, September

LTth

September 16, 2013

contact: Mbhelb D/.firy, Q12) 417-5965

The Moreland Commission to lmestiJate Public Corruption will hold a hearirB tornorrow, September 17,2013 at Pace university, tNC.

This first hearirE will focus on federal ard state criminal laws and the adequacy of existing state laws, ruies and regulations invoMng misconduct by public

officials.

The Commission has invited law-enforcernent officials to discuss several public corruption cases prosecuted in their jurisdictions. TtBy will also speak to the

inadequacy of existirE anti-corruptions laws.

Ttle speakers are:

Preet Bharara, United States Attorney, Sotrthern District of fbw York

Loretta Lyrnh, United States Attorney, Eastern District of ltla/t/ York

Cyrts R.Varce, Jr., Manhattan District AttorrEy

Daniel R. Abnso, Chief Assistant Manhattan District Attorney

Lawrence l,lorden, Deputy Director, Brennan Center's Dernocracy Program

lan \hndewalker, Counsel, Brennan Center's Dernocracy Program

W-IAT: lbw York State Morehnd Cornmission to lmestEate Public Corruptbn

WHEN: 6 p.m., Tuesday, September 17 , 2013 (Doors open at 5 p.m.)

Tun MoRELAND CoMMrssror{
To IxvESTTGATE Pusrrc ConRUPTIoN
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The Moreland Commission on Public Com4tion hry : //www.publiccomptionmoreland.ny. gov/pres s -release/morelan..

WHERE: Pace thirrersiu tfl Campus - Muftipurpose Roorn, , Pace Plaza, I{yC

WEBCAST TtE e\6nt will be webcast at: marB://realservpace.edu/liEny TtE address rEeds to be operEd r.rsing Wlndors Medh Player.

M)TE: All rner$ers of tte npdh wistirp to attend the lEartuEs are asked to RSVP via enEil at n*relle.dufry@rnorelard.ny.gov

*DtE b the liritatirn of tirc ard vdurp of speakers, ttis e'\rent b at capacity.

*##

Spechl Gonse[ Robert Morgenthaq SpechlAdvisors: Joseph D'Amico, RayrEnd l(elly, Barbara Bartoletti;

CormissbrEr8: Patrid( Barrett, Richard B.ifiaL{t, &niel Castleman, Derek CtlarpagrE, Eric CorEold, Kathleen tlogarf }{arEy Hoppoclq Seymour JanEs,
David Javdan, Robert Johrlgon, Ilavi, R. JorEs, LarEe Lhbmn, Jerme MalDrEy, Gerald Mollen, Makau Muhra, B€nato RorEm, Frank Sedih lll, P DaviJ

Soares, Krbty SpraglE, Betty \ leinberg Ellerir\ Peter Zr-oth, Thoms P. zugibe

Govermr
Andraw M. CrDIIo

Con0act I Pn\acy I Dbdainer I Site Map
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Center for Judicial Accountability

From: Center for Judicial Accountability <elena@judgewatch.org>
Sent Tuesday, September 03, 2013 9:14 AM
To: comments@moreland.ny.gov; williamfitzpatrick@ongov.net; cheryl.rice@nassauda.org;

mwilliams@vladeck.com; david.soares@albanycounty.com; Eric Galarneau
(egalarneau@albanycounty.com)

Cc 'robert.freeman@dos.state.ny.us'

Subject Request that the Upcoming Public Hearings of the Commission to Investigate Public
Corruption be Live-Streamed, Videoed, & Stenographically Recorded, Etc.

Attachments: 8-5-1"3-ltr-calcaterra-8pp.pdf

Dear Executive Director Calcaterra:

This is to request that the upcoming public hearings of the Commission to lnvestigate Public Corruption be streamed live
and video recorded, in addition to being recorded and transcribed stenographically.

Please confirm that this will be done - and explain why the Commission's website now indicates no public hearing on
Wednesday, September 18'h (in Buffalo), but only on Tuesday, September 17th (in Manhattan) and Tuesday, September
24th (outside Albany).

Finally, it appears that in response to our August sth letter (at p. 5), the Commission has now expanded its website to
include a button entitled "EXECUTIVE STAFF", furnishing their names and brief bios. However, where is the
Commission's response to the balance of our August 5th letter? We have received none - and our below e-mail to you

and Commission co-chairs D.A. William Fitzpatrick, D.A. Kathleen Rice, and Milton Williams, Jr. , sent last week, alerted
you and them of that fact. Please advise.

Thank you.

Elena Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA)

91,4-455-4373
elena @ iudgewatch.org

From : Center for J ud icial Accountability [mailto : elena @j udgewatch. org]
Sent: Tuesday, August 27,20L3 4:52 PM

To: comments@moreland.ny.gov; williamfitzpatrick@ongov.net; cheryl.rice@nassauda.org; mwilliams@vladeck.com;
david.soares@albanycounty.com; Eric Galarneau (egalarneau@albanycounty.com)
Cc:'robert.freeman@dos,state.ny.us'
Subject: Status: Our August 5, 2013 Letter --"Keeping the Commission to Investigate Public Corruption
True to its Name & Announced Purpose"

Dear Executive Director Calcaterra:

We have received no response from you to our attached August 5, 2013 letter, sent by the below e-mail. Nor have we

received any response from the Commission's three co-chairs - D.A. William Fitzpatrick, D.A. Kathleen Rice, and Milton

Williams.


