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NOMINATTONS OF RTCHARD e. wEsLEY, oF NEW YORK, To BE UNITED

STATE$ eIReItIT JUDGE FOR THE SECOIID CIRCUIT; ,J. RONNIE

GREER, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE UNITED sTATEs DIsTRrqr flJDGE FoR

TIIE EASTERN DrsrRrcr oF TENI{ES9EE; THoM.ns M. I{ARDTMAN, oF

PENNSYTJVANTA, To BE UNTTED srATEs DrsrRrcr Jr.rDeE FoR rHE

I{ESTERN DTSTRTC'F OF PENNSI|ILVA!{rA; ttARK R. KR^rrvrTZ, OF

coNNEcTrcur, To BE UNTTED srATEs DrsrRrcT .lnDeE FoR Tt{E

DISTRICT OF CONNECTICTIT; AI{D .IOHN A. WOODcoeK, OF MAINE, TO

BE I'NITED STATES DTSTRIET fi'tGE T13R ?ITE DTSTRTCT OF I,,IAINE

TI{I'RSDAY, t[AY 22, 2OO3

United Statcs Senate,

Committee on the ,JudiciarT,

Wash ing ton ,  D .C .

The cornmi t tee met ,  pursuanE to not ice,  a t  2 :o2 p.R. ,  in

room SD-226, Dlrksen Senate Off icc Buildlng, Hon. Saxby

Chamblisg, presidinE.

present: senators chambriss, specler, and. schumer.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. SA'(BY 
'GAMBLISS,

A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF GEORGTA

Senator Chambliss. [presiding.l The ComnitEee wil l

eomc to order.

we are pleased to Fee so many of our col leagues here.

It looke l j .ke we almogt have a guorum. This is great.

We want, to issue a special welcome to al l  of oUr
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coaching.

Slnee I had that, same experience

used t,o always get asked the question:

them than al l  the other team members?

them that .

PAGE 113

64

of coaehing my son, I

Were you tougher on

l'laybe f ought co ask

[l,aughter. J

Mr. t{oodcock . I

Amendment, and r wiII

frraughter. I

have a great respecE for the Fifth

take the F i f th  on thae.

Senator  Chambl iss.  I  understand.
t

You have spent over 25 years as a sueeessful advocate

for your ellents. What d.o you thlnk ls t,he biggcst

challenge you will face in your new ro.Ie if you ar;

confirmed ae a dletr lct court Judge?

Mr. wood,cock. r think making thc transition frorr

advoeaey to Judtoial bearing is alwaye a charlenge. over

the course of pract,ieing J.aw for numerous ycer6, 2G years,

one of the benefits r havc had the opportunicy co engage

in, along wlth nany other praeticing lawyers, is chat we go

from judge to judge to judge, and ere see differenr Judges,
and we are able to try Eo determine what, characterist ics of
a judge we feel would bc appropriate

Those three characteriet ics that I feel most

appropriaEe for a judge are legal competenee, which we take
as a given, common sense, ?rrd, temperamen.. And thobe things

1 551
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r hope to bring to the bench if eonfirrned by the senate

sena'or chambliss. Gentlemen, ret me say .o each of

1

I

1

you indivrdually and collectively that iE is pretry obvioue
why you hawe been nominated for your respeetive judgeshipe.
You al l  .poaaess, abviously, gteae legal e:q>erience and
competence, or you would not be here, but you toushed on
something there, Mr. Woodcock, and that is cemperament, dnd
juet' from your response here tod.ay, r think each of you
possesses thet nece'sary Judtclal tenpcranec that we need. to
see m.re often from the bench than wc sr>metimee.do.

r wilr ta' l  you that you rnay receive writ.en queetions
from other members of the commitEee--Ehey harrp untrl  5 p.m.
on Wcdnesday, ytay 2g to submiE written questions, and if
Ehere are any, they will be submitted to you rn shorE ord,er
fo l lowing thaE.  :

- That being serd, i f ,  there are no furbher questions or
part ieipatLon from anyone on the Committee, we wiII st,and
adjourrred.

lhank you very mueh.

lVoice of unidenE,if ied woman in audlenee: ]
VoLce. !lr. Chalrman, we are in opposition to .fudge

wesley based on hie documented eorruption at the New york
Courr of Appeals.
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issue

stand

Senator  ehambl iss.  I  wl l l

have order- The Committee wilL
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police can restore order. Everyone remain seated.

Are you directing that I be arrested?

direct. ing that I be arrested?

Chambl iss.  I  am d i rect ing t ,hat  the pol ice

restore ordert

.Voice. Arc you directing Ehat I be arrested?

lPause.  J

senator chambrise. outside hritnaftcr are wercome

submit Jetters supporting or opposing nomj.nees for the

L 2

1 3

L 4

1 5

Conmlttee,s eonsideratlon, but i t  is not our usual procedure

to invite oulside witncsecs to tcsti fy eirher in support or
in opposit ion to the nominatj-on.

r realrzc rhat t,hle lady rs disappointed that she is
not able to make any rtatement this aftcrnoon, but her

disappolntment in no way condones any dleruption of this
1

L

1

hearing

Again, we wlII stand adjourned.

Thank you vcry much.

[Whereupon,  at  3 :32 p.m. ,  t .he cornmfE,cec was adj ourned. l
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