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What are Your Procedures for Handling Public Corruption Complaints? -
& Other Questions that an Unconflicted Commission to Investigate Public
Corruption Would Ask

You were absent from the Commission to Investigate Public Corruption's October 28,2013 public
hearing in Manhattan, at which the State Board of Elections was subjected to scathing interrogation
about its procedures for handling complaints.

What are your procedures fbr handling complaints of public comrption? And how do they compare
to your procedures for handling criminal referrals from the State Board of Elections, such as were
featured in Ken Lovett's August 5,2013 Daily News article "Members of Cuomo's anti-coruption
panel failed to pursue 1,500 criminal referrals by the Board of Elections"?t Did these criminal
referrals from the Board of Elections go to your Public Integrity Unit - and was there no timely
communication from it to the Board as to why it was not following through with any of 1,382
referrals since 2007? If the issue was one of resources. did you not request increased budget
allocations for your district attorney's office for such purpose?

As you know - including from our October 17,2Ol3 letter2 - your Public Integrity Unit has been
sitting on our July 19, 2013 comrption complaint against Governor Cuomo, Attorney General
Schneiderman, and New York's other highest public officers for crimes including their grand larceny
of the public fisc in connection with the judicial pay raises and the unitemized, slush fund judiciary
and legislative budgets.

' The Daily News article was enclosed with our November 8, 20 13 FOIL request to the State Board of Elections-
a copy of which was sent to you and your "Public Integrity Unit" Bureau Chief Eric Galarneau on that date. A further
copy is enclosed for your convenience.

t Our October 17,2013 letter, entitled, in pertinent part, "CJA's Unresponded-to July 19,2013 corruption
complaint and intervention request to Commission Member Albany County District Attomey Soares", is posted on our
website, including on the webpage of our July 19, 2013 corruption complaint. Here's the direct link:
http:/irvrvrv judgervatch.org/rveb-pages/j ud_lqrat-compensat .
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To date, nearly four fulI months after filing the July 19,2013 complaint with your Public Integrity
Unit Bureau Chief, Eric Galameau - and more than 2-1/2 months after hand-delivering for him hard
copies of the substantiating proof - we have yet to receive a written acknowledgment, let alone
notification of any investigation. Is this normal and customary procedure where, with each passing

month, the theft of taxpayer monies increases by many millions of dollars? Have you not examined
the complaint and confirmed, as stated, that:

"it presents an open-and-shut, prima facie case of plunder of public monies,
verification of which can be accomplished in minutes from comparison of the
Commission on Judicial Compensation's August 29,2011 'Final' Report and our
October 27,2011 Opposition Report - as to which the Executive Summary to our
Opposition Report provides a handy guide." (July 1 9, 201 3 complaint, at p. 4, italics
and underlining in the original).

What is taking you so long? Is there any explanation for your nonfeasance and misfeasance other
than your financial, political, and personal conflicts of interest?

Please advise without further delay so that we - and the Commission to Investigate Public
Corruption - may be guided accordingly.

Finally, inasmuch as the questions that the State Board of Elections was required to answer at the

October 28,2013 hearing are questions that an unconflicted Commission to Investigate Public
Comrption would be requiring of all 62 of this state's district attorneys, please furnish your answers

to the following:

i. What is the budget of your district attorney's office?

2. How does the budget compare with your requested budget?

3. How many people are employed by your district attomey's office?

4. How are public comrption complaints handled? Does the district attomey's office have a
specifically designated public integrity unit to handle public comrption complaints - and is it
identified by your district attorney's website and informational brochure?

5. Are public comrption complaints required to be on a special form? Must they be signed

and or notarized? How about anonymous complaints?

6. Does your district attorney's office initiate public corruption complaints based on news

reporting - if not, why not.
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l. What is the intake procedure for public comrption complaints? Are all public comrption
complaints logged? What kind of log is it? What kinds of information does it contain? Is it
accessible to you and others in supervisory positions?

8. Are all public comrption complaints acknowledged? What is the length of time between
receipt and acknowledgment and who does it?

9. Following acknowledgment, is there a preliminary review process preceding investigation?

Who does it and what does it consist of?

10. Who decides whether a public corruption complaint is to be investigated and what is the

criteria for investigation?

1 1. Who does the investigation and what does it consist ofl

12. What system is in place to inform you and supervising staff of the status of comrption
complaints?

13. Does your district attorney's office have a backlog of public comrption complaints? If so,

what have you done to address it? Are public comrption complaints prioritized?

14. Do you inform complainants of the disposition of their public corruption complaints? Who
does it and is it in writing?

15. How many public comrption complaints have been received in each of the past six years?

a. how many public comrption complaints have been investigated,
including by issuance ofsubpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum?

b. How many public corruption complaints have resulted in criminal
prosecutions? How many have been the subject of grand jury
presentments? How many resulted in grant jury indictments?

c. How many public comrption complaints have ended in convictions or
pleas?

Thank you.

s7a.te.4
Enclosure
cc: See next page
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Officer John Conklin
Public Comrption
County District Attorney William Fitzpatrick
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DALY NEWS
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Members of Cuomo's anti-corruption
panel failed to pursue 1,5oo criminal
ieferrals from Board of Elections
The nine membeE of Gov. Cuomo's anti-corruption cormbsion wlro are abo
sittlng dhtric{ attorneys dH not pursue about 1,800 crfoninal referrab frorn the board since 2006, the
bulk of which urere related to canpa(In finance filings.

NEWYORK DALY NEVVS

irOnDAY ALTaJST 5. 2013. 1:53 AM

Albtr)y Cqmty Dsrict Atsney Da\,id Soaes' ctfice did rbt prGocub 1,356 referab frm the botrd sirce 2007.

ALBAI,IY - Even as tlEy investigate the state Board of Elections, nine m€mbers of Gov Cuomo's

anii-corruption commission who are also rittirE district attorneys did not pursE about 1,500 criminal

referals from the board sirEe 2006, statist-rcs shcir.

The bdk of the complairils im/oh/ed cardidates who did not rnake their required campaign firEnce filings. The
rest were for contributions that o(ceeded the legal limit.

Most of the referrals went to Albarry Courty District Attorney Davil Soares, one of 25 people appoirted last
rnonth by Cuorno to his anti-corruption commission, acrordirE to stats crmpiled by the Board of Elections at
tfe request of the Daily Ne\Ars.

Soares' office did rpt proseade arry of the 1,356 referrals from ttle board since 2007 regardirE candilat*
who did mt submit their required filirEs.

Ercn thorgh the bdk of complaints involve candfuJates from outside his jurisdi:tion, Soares' office is the
landirE ground for all such referrals because the info is required to be filed in Albarry, electiors board

spokesman John Conklin said.

RELATED: CUOMO OKAYS FEWER ATM DISCLOSURES ON SIGNS

Soares also recei\ied 26 over-contribution refenals but did not pursue them, either

Commission echairwoman Kathleen Rice, ttE llassau Courty distric{ attomey, receir,ed the rExt rnost

complaints - 72 from the Board of Electbfts since 2006 about o\ier-contributions. She also didn't prosecute

any.

Cuorno's Morelard Act commission is set to focus on the influence of campaign contributions on govemment
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and compliance with election and lobbyirE laws.

MCUS WTOS FOR IHE NEWYM( DALYNM/F@ THENEWYORKDALYNM

I'lasw Cqnty Dst-ict AttilrEy Katr|l€n Rjce redEd 72 cqrpk nts, bd ddll prffiLne try.

Reps for Soares ard Rice say the referrals from the Boerd of Elections werent thorough enough to pursue.

"The board's referrals corne years late and include no evidenc€ of intent or e\en knowledge of tt€ rule by

tlle donor," said Rice spokesman John Byrne. 'These form letters are legally useless to prosecutors and

provide yet another example of wfry the Morelard Commission's work to e)€mine and propose reform to the

Board of Elections is so important.'

RELATED: CUON1O OKAYS LAW PUNISHING ATTACKS ON DAS

Soares spokeswoman Cecilia Logue said the board referrals included minimal information that would ha\€

rnade it tirne-consuming and costly for the castFstrapped office to laurch fLdFscale in\restigations.

"We are not an inestigative arm of the Board of Elections,' Logue said. "Our office cannot bear the cost of

62 counties for inestbatirE these filirEs."

But Conklin responded that'if the referrals were insufficient, we wish they wotld ha\,e told us. They rEt/er

said, 'You need to do these thirEs a different way.' '

The problem higtilights ttle dysfunction within a system that criiics say encourages candidates and donors to

skirt the laws.

TtE Board of Electiom currer*ly has zero inlestrgators and just four auditors - and no money in its budget

to hire ary.

Logue chastised tfE Legislature for rejectirE Cuorno's call this year to create an independent im,estigati\e

panel within tl|e Board of Elections.
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