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Elena Ruth Sassower
Center  for  , fud ic  j_aI  Accountabi l i ty ,  Inc.
Box 59 Gedney Stat ion
Wh i te  P la ins ,  New yo rk  10d05

Dear  Ms .  Sassower :

Th i s  i s  i n  rep l y  t o  you r  l e t t e r  o f  Ap r i l  20 ,  1995 .

1. rf you wish to appeal any decision r make on your
requests for records, you may do so by submitt ing your appeit to
the commiss ion c l -erk ,  A lber t  B.  Lawrence,  s tate commiss io i r  on
'Judic ia l  conduct ,  38-40 state s t reet ,  A lbany,  New york L2207.
Thus, I am correcting my earl ier statement Lfrat my d.ecision would
be f inal. The rules were prepared when the commi-ssion met two
days each month. r agree, however, that there should be an
appeal  f rom my decis ion wi th in  the Commiss ion.

2.  A l though we do not  re ta in  a l is t  o f  l i t igat ion
fi les, names and index numbers, my staff has compired io, yor-, a
l ist of names and index numbers of persons who cbmme.rced actions
against  the commiss ion for  not  pursuing the i r  compla ints .  The
l is t  is  enc losed.  r  wanL to emphasize that .  th is  Lf for t  on our
part goes beyond the requirements of the Freedom of Information
Law. our  l i t igat ion f i les consis t .  o f  a t torneys,  work product ,
and they wi l l  not  be avai lab le t .o  the publ ic .  rn  the major i ty  o f
i ns tances ,  (a11  excep t  t he  Ravso r  case i ) ,  t he  A t to rney  Genera l , s
of f ice represented the Commiss ion.  For  fur ther  in for i ra t ion,  you
may wish to  locate the appl icable cour t  f i les .  Where we have not
identif ied the county of origin or index number, we do not have
that  in format ion.

3 -  As to  ru le-making 'h is toryr ' ,  our  eonf  ident ia l
minutes woul-d reflect votes by commissi6n members on rul_es or
references to  ru les having-been adopted.  Any correspondence sent
to hawe the rul-es published_ is problbly in dead stor-ige. we have
no other  records showing ru le-m-k ing h is tory
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4.  we have a deta i led,  77 page l is t  o f  determinat ions
rendered on publ ic  d isc ip l inary casesl - judges admonj_shed,  cen-
sured or  removed f rom of f ice.  r  assume f rom your  le t ters  that
you are not interested in that. information. tuany l ibrarj-es have
our  Annual  Repor ts ,  which cover  the Commiss ion,s  act iv i t ies for
the pr ior  year .

5 -  r  am p leased that  you were able to  locate the
commission on open Government. Ms. savanyu had advised you,
dur ing the te lephone conversat ion that  you compl-a in about ,  o f  Mr.
Robert Freeman and the committee on open Government. rt  woul_d
not serve a useful purpose for me to dwelr on your version of
that  conversat ion.

6 -  wi th  respect  to  your  bel ie f  that  " the publ ic  is
ent i t led to  some explanat ion f iom [me]  ,  as Admin is t r -a tor  o f  the
Commiss ion . . . as  to  how I I I  r econc i l e  t he  apparen t  d i sc repancy
be tween  57000 .3  and  Jud ic ia ry  Law S44" ,  f  h l ve  no  des i r " ' t o  l r y
to  _convince you that ,  wi th  few except ions,  our  records are con-
f ident ia l .  Nor  do I  choose to of fer  any iur ther  ' texplanat ion. , '

'7 - My posit ion as to telephone conferences remains the
s?T9;  no te lephone communicat ions or  meet j_ngs wi th  my staf f ;  r
wi lL  respond t .o  your  l_et ters .

Fina11y, as I indicated in #1 abovet you may appeal any
of  the above responses to  your  requests by wr i t ing to ' the commis-
s ion Clerk at  the address prov ided above.

By copy of this l-etter I am advising Robert Freeman of
my responses to  the speci f ic  requests you have made.  r f  you
appeal any of the above, the Commission wil l  transmit to Ltre Com-
mi t tee on Publ - ic  Access to  Records the appeal  and the decis ion j_n
response  to  i t .

ery  t ru ly  yours,

Robert Freeman
G S :  s 1

Enclosure

O p.tnrGd m.cycLd p.p.t

Gerald St.ern
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