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Ms. El -ena Ruth Sassower
Coordinator
Cen te r  f o rJud ic ia1  Accoun tab i l i t y
Box 59,  Gedney Stat . ion
Wh i te  P la ins ,  New yo rk  10G05

Dear  Ms .  Sassower

This  is  in  response to your  le t ter  o f  Apr i l  !7 ,  L996.

As you know, a government agency must make availabre, on
request ,  records that  are not  conf ident ia l  by Iaw upon thepayment  of  25 .  cents  per  page.  Most  of  the r6cords 

'o t  
the

State Commiss ion on Judic ia l  Conduct  are conf ident ia l_ ,  inc lud-
ing minutes of .meet ings.  Government  agencies are not  requi red
to respond t .o  inqui r ies,  o ther  than to  prov ide records covered
by the Freedom of rnformation Law, and ire certai_nry not
obl igated e i ther  to  _engage in  debates on pol icy  or  iegat
mat ters  or  to  prov ide reasons for  the i r  dec is i6 . r " .  ( f  do makei t  a  pract ice,  however ,  to  respond prompt ly  to  your  l_et t .ers . )

rn response to your lett.er of Apri l  !7 , ,Judge Newton was
appointed to the commission by 

-crr iet 
Judge Jucii th Kaye com_

mencing on ,January 1-9 ,  !994,  and then fo i  a  four-yeai  t " r *
commencing on Apri l  1-, 1996. ,rudge Newton has atlended alr
commi-ss ion meet ings over  the past  two years the per iod
covered by the inqui r ies in  your  Apr i l  12,  ] -996 le t ter  ro  me.

r .wi1I  not  prov ide any addi t ional  in format ion as to  what  was
discussed at  these meet ings.  Nor  do r  in tend to  t rack each of
your  many le t ters  to  determine whether  they were d is t r ibuted
to members or  d iscussed,  and i f  d j_st r j_buted and d iscussed,
what  was sa id.
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The commission members receive every complaint made. Thus, i f
any of  the l -e t ters  you refer  to  were co*p la i r r ts ,  they were sent
to commission members. Thg f act. t .hat you sent me a -opy of a
l -e t ter  to  the Assembly ,Judic iary  commi l tee wi th  inst ruct j -ons todistr ibute the copy to al- l  members does not bestow upon me the
obl igat ion to  do so,  or  to  repor t  back t .o  you on the c l_a ims in
you r  l e t t e r .

r  f ind i t  in terest ing that  you state in  your  le t ter  o f  Apr i l  !7 ,
1 '996 that  you received-  no response to your  le t ter  o f  tu tarch 10,
1 ,995 .  Ye t .  on  sep tember  !4 ,  199s ,  j - n  a  re t te r  t o  Henry  T .  Be rge r ,
you stated that  you received "conf i rmat ion by Mr.  Ste in that  5ur '
March  1 -0 ,  1995  re t te r  'was  d i s t r i bu ted  to  tha  commiss ion ,  and
that  'no d isc ip l inary act ion has been taken against  Mr.  Law-
rence. ' r r  Fur ther ,  wi th  respect  to  t .he absurd ar legat ion in  your
March l -0 ,  1995 le t ter  that  the commiss ion was engal ing in  "p lo-
tec t i on i sm"  o f -  "power fu l ,  po l i t i ca l l y - connecLed  Judges ,  "  r  have
responded to that  many t imes.  And r  wi l - l  do i t  iga l r r :  r t 's  pure
nongenge.

rn fact, r bel ieve r have responded to every issue you have
r a i s e d .

Incidental ly, you have not
,January 17,  L996 .

G S : w g

responded to my le t ter  to
n

I
.r'

you of

,/i
yours ,

;t'*
Gerald Stern /

Very truly


