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May 3, 2021 

 

 

TO:  New York City Public Advocate Jumaane Williams 

 

FROM: Elena Sassower, Director 

   Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc.  (CJA) 

 

RE:  Conflict-of-Interest/Public Corruption Complaint vs New York City’s Five District 

Attorneys: (1) Bronx County District Attorney Darcel Clark; (2) New York County 

District Attorney Cyrus Vance, Jr.; (3) Kings County District Attorney Eric 

Gonzalez; (4) Queens County District Attorney Melinda Katz; and (5) Richmond 

County District Attorney Michael McMahon 

 

 

Sections 24(f) and (k) of the New York City Charter charge you with receiving  complaints – and 

direct that when they may involve “a violation of criminal law or a conflict of interest” that you: 

 

“shall promptly refer the complaint regarding criminal conduct to the department of 

investigation or, as applicable, to the appropriate prosecuting attorney or other law 

enforcement agency and shall refer the complaint regarding conflict of interest to the 

conflicts of interest board”. 

 

I therefore file with you, for the referrals consistent therewith, a public corruption complaint against 

New York City’s five district attorneys for “protecting” from criminal prosecution a vast array of 

public officers with whom they have social, professional, and political relationships, which they 

have done by “sitting on” five materially-identical grand jury/public corruption complaints against 

state legislators within their jurisdictions – each complaint resting on open-and-shut, prima facie 

EVIDENCE sufficient to indict and convict the complained-against state legislators and those in 

conspiracy with them, occupying the highest echelons of New York state and city governance and 

affairs. 

 

These materially-identical grand jury/public corruption complaints – involving legislative and 

executive pay raises and, additionally, judicial pay raises in which the five New York City district 

attorneys have a financial interest1 – are as follows: 

 
1    New York Charter, Chapter 49 “Officers & Employees”, §1125: 

 

“Salaries  of  the  district  attorneys. Each of the district attorneys of the counties of New 

York, Bronx, Kings, Queens and Richmond shall receive an annual salary equal to the 

compensation received  by a justice  of  the  supreme  court in the county in which such 

district attorney has been elected and is serving, or two hundred twelve thousand eight 

hundred dollars a year, whichever is greater.” 
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(1) a June 8, 2020 corruption complaint to Bronx County District Attorney Darcel Clark 

“in support of grand jury inquiry, pursuant to Article I, §6 of the New York State 

Constitution, of Bronx County state legislators for ‘wilful misconduct in office’, 

including fraud and larceny with respect to their OWN legislative salaries & the 

Legislature’s OWN budget”;    

 

(2) a June 9, 2020 corruption complaint to New York County District Attorney Cyrus 

Vance, Jr. “in support of grand jury inquiry, pursuant to Article I, §6 of the New 

York State Constitution, of New York County state legislators for ‘wilful misconduct 

in office’, including fraud and larceny with respect to their OWN legislative salaries 

& the Legislature’s OWN budget”;  

 

(3) a June 9, 2020 corruption complaint to Kings County District Attorney Eric 

Gonzalez “in support of grand jury inquiry, pursuant to Article I, §6 of the New York 

State Constitution, of Kings County state legislators for ‘wilful misconduct in office’, 

including fraud and larceny with respect to their OWN legislative salaries & the 

Legislature’s OWN budget”;  

 

(4) a June 9, 2020 corruption complaint to Queens County District Attorney Melinda 

Katz “in support of grand jury inquiry, pursuant to Article I, §6 of the New York 

State Constitution, of Queens County state legislators for ‘wilful misconduct in 

office’, including fraud and larceny with respect to their OWN legislative salaries & 

the Legislature’s OWN budget”; and 

 

(5) a June 9, 2020 corruption complaint to Richmond County District Attorney Michael 

McMahon “in support of grand jury inquiry, pursuant to Article I, §6 of the New 

York State Constitution, of Richmond County state legislators for ‘wilful misconduct 

in office’, including fraud and larceny with respect to their OWN legislative salaries 

& the Legislature’s OWN budget”.  

 

For your convenience, I have created a webpage for this complaint on which these five grand 

jury/public corruption complaints are posted, each with a link to the identical substantiating 

EVIDENTIARY webpage that had accompanied them. The direct link to the webpage for this 

complaint is here: http://www.judgewatch.org/web-pages/searching-nys/district-attorneys/nyc-

public-advocate.htm.   

 

Despite the fact that each complaint emphasized its time-sensitive, electorally-significant nature – 

and the fact that the Bronx, Brooklyn, and Queens D.A.s each have “public integrity”/“public 

corruption” bureaus2 and the Manhattan D.A. then had a “public integrity unit”, which has since  

 
2  See Bronx D.A. Clark’s “Public Integrity Bureau”: 

https://www.bronxda.nyc.gov/html/bureaus/investigations-division.shtml; Brooklyn D.A. Gonzalez’ “Public 

Integrity Bureau”: http://www.brooklynda.org/public-integrity-bureau/; and Queens D.A. Katz’ “Public 

Corruption Bureau”: https://queensda.org/investigations/#public-corruption. 
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vanished3 – not one of the five New York City district attorneys thereafter contacted me for further 

information, to interrogate me under oath, and to put me before a grand jury, as was their statutory 

and constitutional duty to do – and as each complaint expressly sought.   Nor did I receive any 

notification that their offices had assigned numbers to the complaints, that investigations were in 

progress, or the outcome of same.  This is reflected by my July 29, 2020 e-mails to D.A.s Vance, 

Gonzalez, Katz, and McMahon, identically stating: 

 

“As the complaint presents evidence so prima facie and open-and-shut as to leave no 

doubt that a grand jury would speedily-indict – and a trial jury speedily convict – the 

complained-against state legislators and their accomplices, your nonfeasance raises 

reasonable questions as to your performance with respect to other public corruption 

complaints filed by other members of the public.  To help answer these questions, I 

have today filed a FOIL/information request with your FOIL/records access office – 

to which you are cc’d.  It is attached.”  (italics in the originals). 

 

These four e-mails and my comparable August 7, 2020 e-mail to D.A. Clark are posted on the 

webpage for this complaint, as are the responses I received to the FOIL requests, manifesting, as to 

each D.A., so profound a disregard of appropriate and legally mandated protocols as to make 

obvious that they cannot account for their handling of public corruption complaints, including their 

evisceration of the People’s pre-eminent constitutional and statutory safeguard: the grand jury.  This 

is conduct warranting that all five D.A.s be removed from office, along with their complicit, abetting 

staff – a result best obtained by presenting to Bronx, Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, and Staten 

Island grand juries the EVIDENCE of how their respective D.A.s and staff handled the complaint 

and FOIL request I had filed with each.  I have no doubt that upon being presented with this 

EVIDENCE – not to mention the EVIDENCE of the vast, irreparable, and on-going injury to the 

People of the State of New York that has been the consequence of their criminal nonfeasance – all 

five grand juries will bring forth the necessary indictments and grand jury reports. 

 

I am available to answer questions and to supply whatever else is needed for the prompt referrals of 

this complaint of public corruption, born of conflicts of interest, by New York City’s five district 

attorneys, to New York City’s Department of Investigation, Conflicts of Interest Board, and to other 

appropriate entities, pursuant to Sections 24(f) and (k) of the New York City Charter. 

 

I end by noting that your jurisdiction over complaints involving New York City’s district attorneys is 

reflected in the 2009 annual report of then Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum, identifying (at p. 9), in a 

section entitled “Constituent Complaint Resolution”, her receipt of a total of 35 complaints 

pertaining to “District Attorneys”, with 28 “Closed Favorable”, 1 “Closed Unfavorable”, and 6 

“Referred”.  As this is the only annual report of the public advocate that I have been able to locate, 

enclosed is my already-sent FOIL request of today’s date for the public advocate’s 2010-2020  

annual reports.  

 

 
3  See Manhattan D.A. Vance’s listing of  his “Bureaus and Units”: https://www.manhattanda.org/about-

the-office/bureaus-and-units/.   Staten Island D.A. McMahon lists his “Legal Bureaus and Units”, as part of 

his “Who We Are”, here: https://www.statenislandda.org/who-we-are/. 

https://www.manhattanda.org/about-the-office/bureaus-and-units/
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Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enclosure:  CJA’s May 3, 2021 FOIL request for public advocate’s annual reports for 2010-2020 


