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I ELECTION OI.'FICIALS $ 3-  102

Electlons e=,{18.

Llbmry Beforsnocr

C.J.S. lllecilons g 64.

llotcr of Dcotrlou

l .  Vo te  o f  commlss lonsrs
All nomlnatlng petltlons flled wlth deut cuntlklnte for l,rcgllent rvould

3tg atate board of electlons are be preuunred vulltl rvhcle there rvrg a
clothed wltl mantle of valldlty and two to two vote arnoug Iloard urenr-
rr0 presumptlvely valld Bo th&t lt bcrc as to whethcr pefltloD wus ln
bles an afflrmatlve vote ol three proper forru aud uppcared to bear
Gomelggloners to take ofllclal actlou reqululte rruurber of slgnltures, au-
ol board to declare them Invalld. In thcutlcrted rru prcucrllrJd lu scctlon
tt Aclto, 10?6' 88 Mlsc,2d 65, 3s'z N. 1i]8 of the fornrer li)lcctlon [,uw ot
1.8.2d 700. l0{9. td,

Noulnatlng Detlttor tlled wlth
drte board of electlons by lndepen-

$ 3-102. Stato board of oloctione; gonorat powors and
dutles

In addition to the enfor.cement powers and any other powers
utd duties specified by law, the state board of elections shall
hrve the power and duty to:

l. issue instructione and promulgate rules and regulations
relating to the administration of the election process, election
campaign practices and curnpaigrr finarrcirrg pr.actices concistcnt
with the provisions of law;

2. visit boards of elections, examine their procedures and
ncords and direct that any such procedures be modified in any
nanner consistent with the provisions of this chapter;

3. conduct any investigation necessary to carry out the pro-
visions of this chapter;

4. conduct private or public hearings;
6. administer oaths or affilmations, subpoena witnesses,

compel their attendance, examine them under oath or affirma-
tion and require the production of any books, records, documents
or other evidence it may deem relevant or material;

0. confer immunity in accordance with the provisions of sec-
Son 60.20 of the criminal procedure law, in any investigation
nlating to any crime or offense with respect to which, by ex-
gress provisions of statute, a competent authority is authorized
to confer immunity; provided, however, that such immunity
rlull be conferred only after the attorney general and appropri-
rh district attorney are afforded the opportunity to be heard
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s 3- 102 ETECTION tAW Art. 3
respecting any objeetions which either may have to the eon-ferring thereof; and provided, further, that if either the at_torney general or-any sueh appropriate distriet "llo.n"v .rr"ilobject to the conferring of immunity, immunitv _rv-L .on_fgrred only by unanimous vote of alr four eommissioners of thestate board;

!: institute, or direct a board of elections to institute suchjudicial proeeedings as may be neeessary to enforce eompriancewith any provision of artiere fourteen of this ehapter or any reg-ulation promurgated there'nder incruding, but'not iimiiea to,application, on notiee served upon the respondent in the mannerdireeted by the court at least six hours prior to the time of re-turn thereon, to a justice of the supreme eourt rvithin the ju_
dicial district in which an aileged vioration of "rt;;;l provi-sion or regulation oeeurred or ls threatened, for an order pro-hibiting the eontinued or threatened vioration thereof or ior suehother or further relief as the eourt mny rleem just nnd j.np"";

8' prepnre uniform forms for the stntements requirad byarticle fourteen of this chapter and uniform forms ii" u." uvlocal election officiars in the conduct of registration and voting;
9' study and examine the administration of erections withinthe.state inelurling.eampaign finaneing, eampaign financing re-porting, and eampaign practices;
10. establish rures ailowing the admission of news media rep-resentatives to the area of the poiling plaee where the canvassof ballots cast ean be direcfly obr"ru.Id;
11' recommend such regislation or administrative measuresas it finds appropriate to promote fair, honest and effieien'yadministered eleetions, inelurling, but not limited to, fegisi"tion

to adjust the contribution rimitalions set forth in article lourteen
of this chapter;

12. monitor the adequaey and effeetiveness of the ereetionlaws and report thereon at reast annualry to the governor andthe legislature;

.13. take all appropriate steps to eneourage the broadest pos_
sible voter participation in elections;

L4. perform sueh other aets as may be neeessary to earry outthe purposes of this ehapter.
L.1976,  e.283,  g l ;  amended L. l9?g,  e.g,  $ 2;  L. lg7g,  c .  9,  g 14.
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$ 3- 104 ELECTION LAW Art. 3

S 3-104. State boaril of eleeflons; enforeement powers
1. The state board of elections shall have jurisdiction of,

and be responsible for, the execution and enforeement of the
provisions of article fourteen of this ehapter and other statutes
governing eampaigns, elections and related procedures.

2. Whenever the state board of elections or other board of
elections shall determine, on its own initiative or upon eomplaint,
or otherwise, that there is substantial reason to believe a viola-
tion of this chapter or any eode or regulation promulgated there-
under has oecurred, it shall expeditiously make an investiga-
tion whieh shall also include investigation of reports and state-
ments made or failed to be made by the complainant and any
political eommittee supporting his candidacy if the complainant
is a candidate or, if the eomplaint was made by an officer or
member of a political eommittee, of reports and statements made
or failed to be made by such political eommittee and any candi-
dates supported by it, The state board of elections, in lieu of
making such an investigation, may direct the appropriate board
of elections to make an investigation. The state board of elec-
tions may request, and shall receive, the assistance of the
state police in any investigation it shall conduct.

3. If, after an investigation, the state or other board of
elections finds reasonable cause to believe that a violation war-
ranting criminal proseeution has taken plaee, it shall forthwith
refer the matter to the district attorney of the appropriate county
and shall make available to such district attorney all relevant
papers, documents, testimony and findings relevant to its in-
vestigation.

4. The state or other board of elections may, where appro-
priate, commenee a judicial proceeding with respect to the filing
or failure to file any statement of receipts, expenditures, or
contributions, under the provisions of this chapter, and the
state board of elections may direct the appropriate other board
of elections to eommence such proeeeding.

5. The state board of elections may promulgate rules and
regulations eonsistent with law to effectuate the provisions of
this section.
L. l976, c.233, $ 1; amended L. l9?8, e. 9,  g 16.

lllrtorloel Notc

1978 Amondmcnt. Subd. 1. L.1978, Subd. 2. L.1078, e. 0, I  16, elf .
e.0, 0 16, eff. Mar. 7, 1978, redeslgna- l\lar. ?, 1978, redoslgnnted gubd. b as
ted eubd, a as 1. 2 nnd, In eubd. 2 as so redeslgnated,
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82 l \ t lse.2d 527, 571 N.y.S.2
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