
Center for Judicial Accountability

From: Center for Judicial Accountability <elena@judgewatch.org>

Sen* Friday, July 26,2013 1:57 PM

To: Curtis Schick (Curtis_Schick@wcny.org); 'susan-arbetter@wcny.org'

Subject FOLLOW-UP: NEWS LEAD: "Public Trust Act" -- NEVER introduced by the Legislature,

No Senate or Assembly Sponsors, No Senate or Assembly Bill Numbers

Dear Mr. Schick & Ms. Arbetter:

Kindly explain why I have not heard back from you in response to my below July 23'd email entitled : "NEWS LEAD:

'Public Trust Act' - NEVER introduced by the Legislature, No Senate or Assembly Sponsors, No Senate or Assembly Bill

Numbers".

This is all the more surprising as I have since discovered at least two additional segments of your Capitol Reports which

should have made you further enthusiastic about the NEWS LEAD. For your convenience, l've transcribed them below:

April 25, 2013: "Where's the bills?"

"Governor Andrew Cuomo says he was kidding with reporters when he said 'normally
when we release bill language before an agreement, it means the probability of that bill
passing is very, very low.'

The Governor clarified the statement the next day on the Capital Pressroom radio

show. 'You have a little fun and then they take it seriously. Some bills are for press

releases, and some bills are good faith proposals, and some are just posturing. And that
was the point I was trying to make.' IalBh3: "clarifying comments regarding the
release of proposed laws for review"]

But it is not the first time the administration has given us a peek at how they'd like to
handle lawmaking. Lt. Governor Robert Duffy said this to business leaders last

week. The Governor doesn't like to announce what he wants to do, he likes to
announce what he gets done.' And if you look at the statement, when it comes to
actual bills proposed outside of the budget, it's true Widely reported numbers released

by NYPIRG showed that this year, so far, the governor has only put out one program bill

- the Safe Act.

[Bob Bellafiore, former spokesman for Governor Pataki ] 'lt shows fear. lt shows that
l'm afraid of getting attacked on the details of what I believe'.

The NYPIR numbers shows that in 2012 the governor put out 58 bills and in 2011, the
number was 45.

But it is the details that could hold up one of the governor's key proposals. The

Women's Equality Agenda'. lt is a plan that includes a provision related to abortion, but
no bill has been released.

lSteve Greenberg former spokesman to Comptroller Carl McCall] 'This is a subject

where a comma, a word, an and versus an or, makes a big, big difference.'



At the Capitol, in Albany, I'm Curtis Schick.,,

April 30, 2013 "Cuomo details first reform":

"Earlier this month, the Governor used this metaphor to explain how corruption is infecting
Albany. 'This is not just about a very specific case, right? This is not about a bad shingle. This is about a
bad roof.'

So let the house building begin.

Monday, the Governor released the details of his first piece of reform legislation. The proposed 'public
Trust Act' stays true to his initial proposal by creating three specific crimes for public officials: bribery,

:.:,r* " 
player in government corruption, and not reporting corruption.

At the Capitol, in Albany, l'm Curtis Schick"

ls it possible that you are not interested in examining the odyssey of the "Public Trust Act", or examining the
creation of the Moreland Commission to lnvestigate Public Corruption - or examining how D.A. Soares handles a
corruption complaint against New York's highest constitutional and public officers in Albany, who you routinely
cover?

Please advise - and let me know how I can assist you as a source for upcoming stories.

Certainly, it seems that notwithstanding you are part of WCNY.ORG -- a viewer-supported, pBS affiliate - you
are NO different than other media which disdains and rejects good-government, citizen activists as sources for
developing stories. ls this correct?

Thank you.

Elena Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, tnc. (CJA)

914-455-4373

From : Center for J udicia I Accountability fmailto : elena@j udgewatch. org]
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2013 1:57 pM

To: Curtis Schick (Curtis_Schick@wcny.org)
Cc:'susa n_arbetter@wcny.org'
Subject: NEWS LEAD: "Public Trust Act" - NEVER introduced by the Legislature, No Senate or Assembly Sponsors, No
Senate or Assembly Bill Numbers

Dear Mr. Schick,

Following up our brief phone conversation this morning, here's the direct link to the webpage of our website.
www.iudsewatch.org. posting our July Lg'h corruption complaint to Albany District Attorney Soares:
htto://www. iudgewatch.orglweb-paees/iudicial-compensation/a lbanv-da. htm. The complaint sets forth
scandalous background facts to Governor Cuomo's establishment of the Moreland Commission to lnvestigate
Public Corruption - completely unreported.

It is NOT simply that the Legislature "failed to act" on Governor Cuomo's "Public Trust Act" ("program Bill
#3). Rather, Assembly Speaker Silver and Majority Coalition Leaders Skelos and Klein WITHHELD the "public
Trust Act" from the legislators, such that it was NoT introduced, NoT assigned Senate or Assembly bills
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numbers, and had NO Senate or Assembly sponsors. The same is true of Governor Cuomo's subsequent
"program bills" (#4, #5, #72) which he included in his corruption-fighting package.

Did Governor Cuomo not know that Speaker Silver and Majority Coalition Leaders Skelos and Klein were
withholding his legislation? Wasn't he negotiating with them, behind-closed-doors, throughout this
period? Didn't he ask them what was happening? Didn't they tell him? Wasn't he in contact with other
legislators?

This breach of public trust, on all sides - in failing to enact the "Public Trust Act", no less - requires press follow-
up. Can we count on you to investigate and report? Or will it be done by District Attorney Soares?

We're giving you the lead on this because WCNY.ORG is a viewer-supported, PBS affiliate - and because the
story of the "Public Trust Act", embodied by our July L9th corruption complaint to D.A. Soares, is a perfect

follow-uo to your July 15th Capitol Report entitled "The never-ending culture of corruption". lt featured Susan

Arbetter's interview of D.A. Soares and opened with his words:

"We have an institution that is completely resistant to policing itself, to
passing any bit of legislation that is going to improve the public's sense

of confidence...We go through legislative session after legislative

session, and we do not move that ball."

You may be sure that had we known of the July 15th Capitol Report before sending our July 19th complaint to
D.A. Soares, we would have quoted it in the complaint. As it is, we are featuring it at the top of our webpage for
the July 19th complaint.

Please let us hear from you and/or Ms. Arbetter by no later than the end of the day tomorrow so that we may
know whether to move on to other journalists.

Thank you.

Elena Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA)

91,4-455-4373
elena @ iudgewatch,org


