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Septernber  8,  L993

Mr.  Jay Gal lagher
G a n n g t t  

Y r r E r  t

150 State Street
A1bany,  New York I22O7

Dear  Mr .  Ga l l agher :

As d iscussed,  r  arn t ransrn i t t ing herewi th a copy of  our  cr i t ique,
which we submitted to the Senate Judiciary Cornmittee in May of
rast  year ,  together  wi th  a ca l l  for  a  morator ium on a l l
conf i rmat ions of  jud ic ia l  nominees pending invest igat ion of  the
fa i lure of  the screening process--which our  cr i t igue documented.
Relevant  correspondence on the subject  o f  a  morator ium is  a lso
enc losed .

Al though the foregoing nater ia l  vras in  Gannet t 's  possession f rorn
May and June of  rast  year ,  i t  re fused to pr in t  even a s ing le
word about i t--not even of the simpre fact that the Ninth
Judic iar  commit tee had made a submiss ion on the orRourke
nominat ion.  This  permi t ted Gannet t  to  run an edi tor ia l  on
Septernber  6 ,  l -992 ent i t led r rOrRourke Belongs On the Bench Nowr l
and to  ca l l  upon the Senate to  conf i rm as many jud ic ia l  nominees
as  poss ib le .

My November 11,  L992 le t ter  to  Gannet t rs  ed i tor ia l  board,  which
encrosed a proposed r rGuest  corumn'r  ,  h ighr ights  the sub j  ect  o f
Gannet t rs  t rcover-uprr  and fa i lure to  per form is  ob l igat ion to  the
pubr ic .  The r rGuest  corumnrr  was,  needress to  Sdy,  not  pr in ted.

To  pe rn i t  you  to  eva lua te  fo r  vou rse l f - -Ed  Tag l i a fe r r i r s
November 2nd story ,  "o |Rourke L is ts  on ly  3 cases for  Senater- -
which was wr i t ten only  as a resul t  o f  our  v igorous compla ints
over many months to Gannett--r am encrosing a copy of our
uncontrover ted November 11,  L99Z le t ter  to  h im.

You should bear  in  rn ind that  Mr.  Tagl ia fer r i 's  Novernber  2nd
story was wr i t ten a lmost  f ive months af ter  a  not  d iss in i lar  s tory
had appeared in  New York Maqazine,  based on our  cr i t igue.  r
guess sometimes Westchester readers of Gannett just have to wait
longer for the news they get. rndeed, some news they never get
v ia  Gannet t - -as,  for  example,  the fa i lure of  the screening
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highrighted by rny letter to the editor, appearing ln the
L992 issue of  The New york T imes

we have f i les and f i les ful l  of extraordinary documents about
th is .  s tory .  This  inc ludes documents re l i t ive to  senator
Moyn ihan ' s  o f fe r  i n  March  o f  t h i s  yea r  t o  send  Mr .  o ,Rourke rs
name to Pres ldent  Cl in tonr  So that  he could be nominated,  again
for a federal- judgeship. VJhat a shocking charade was then pl iyed
out- - for  publ ic  _  consumpt ion--when Mr._ o. rRourke,  nuni f i "Ln i iy ,
turned down such senatorial reconmendation so that he couid
cont inue h is  serv icer  ds county Execut ive,  on behar f  o f  the
people of  Westchester .

r look for:rrrard to speaking with you further. rf  you know of
reporters who would be interested in the kind of powerful and
important stories that we have to offer, w€ wo-uld greatiy
apprec iate your  le t t ing them and us know. obv ious ly ,  i "  nop3
that  you yoursel f  rn ight  be in terested.

Regards.

Yours for  a qual i ty judic iary,

dCzag__
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
Coordj.nator, Ninth Judicial Cornmittee

P.S.  As  d iscussed,  because our  c i t i zens t
group is cornpletelv unfundedr w€ would be
most.  grateful  i f  you would dupl icate the
crit igue and accompanying compendiurn and
re turn  i t  to  us .

Enc losures :
( a )
( b )
( c )
( d )

( e )

( e )

( f )

cri t ique and compendium
5/L8/92 l t r  to  Senate Major i ty  Leader  Mi tchel l
6 /2/92 l t r  to  Senate Major i ty  Leader  Mi tchel Ir rC reden t ia l s  Gap :  Case  o f  t he  M iss ing  Cases r ,  New
Y o r k  M a g a z i n e ,  6 / 2 2 / 9 2
rrUntrustworthy Ratingsr, New york Tirnes ltr to
E d i t o r ,  7 / I g / 9 2
rrOtRourke Belongs on the Bench Nowi l ,  Gannet t
Edi tor ia l  ,  9  /  6 /  92
r rO  I  Rourke  L i s ted  On ly  3  Cases  fo r  Sena te r ,
Ganne t t ,  L I / 2 /92
L1,/Ll/92 LEr to Gannett Editorial Board
LL / l L /92  l t r  t o  Ed  Tag l i a fe r r i

( g )
( h )


