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THTTFMS TO THE EDITOR

Serious questions
raised about judges

Ilntr:c Goltlirtg's Aug. 2!) arliclc orr
"out-ol'-control" jurists ("Court offrcials
hear hrm's conlplaints about. judges")
raiscs serious questions about our
judgcs, particularly Judge Louis llar-
one.

In 1989, nrembers ofthe local bar and
Pace I-aw School faculty turned a deaf
car as the Ninth .Iudicial Comrnil.l.ec
vainl.y sought lo rcrluire irrrparl,ial
screcning of judicial canrlitlatcs and
protested the illegal, three-year, seven-
judge, Republican-Democratic cro,ss-en-
dorsement deal, engineered by part.y
bosses Anthony Colavita and Sam Fred-
man. Fredman got a l4-year Supreme
Court .judgeship out of the deal, along
with Albert Emanuclli; the othcr fivc
bcncficiaries of the deal all similarly
ran unopposed.

Denying voters their constitutionally
guaranteed right of election choice, it
put the political foxes in charge of thc
courthouse. In 1990, after then-Supreme
Court Judge Emanuelli resigned, on
cue, to run, uncontested, for Westches-
ter County surrogate, the Ninth Juclicial
Committee turnecl to the courts for
relicf. That corrupt deal was valiantly
challenged in 1990 by Doris L. Sassow-
er, counsel pro bono, in Castracan v.
Colavita; again, in 1991, in Sady v.
Murphy and in Maxey v. Cuomo, we
solrght. to nulli[y a new "irchinrl thc
scencs" dcal that put .ludge lJarone on
the Supreme Court bench. All unavail-
ing.

Prevention is better than curc. Cil.i-
zens should support the Ninth .Itrrlicial
Contmittee's efforts to establish nonpar-
tisan jtrdicial screening comrnittces.
Rubber-stanrp agrproval ol unqualilied
judicial can<lidates and political cross-
endorsements do not scrve the public
weal.

_ EI,( VIGI-TANO
New York Cit11

(The uriter is founder and. chairntan of
tl r e N i rr.l.lt J ttdicial Contm.ittee. )


