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As the Newsday'seditorial board preparesits endorsements
for Attorney Generaland
Governor,its recommendations
to votersmust be basedon informationthat is relevant,
balanced,andaccurate.
pecauseof the separation
that existsbetweenNewsday'seditorialandnewssides,the editorial
boardis presumablyunawareof an importantstoryproposal,"The REAL AfforneyGeneral
SpiEer- Not theP.R.Version",presented
for electioncoverage
to Newsday'sAlbanyBureau
Chief JordanRau and to InvestigationsEditor ReginaldCate. lt is th.tefore enclosed-revisedfor clarity.
Thefullydocumentedfacts,outlinedby the proposal,would"rightfully endMr. Spitzer,sreelectionprospects,political future, and legal career"- with ;r.p.rrurrions on Governor
Pataki...similarlydevastating".Consequently,
I requestthat " .opy of this five-page
transmittalbe providedto eachand everymemberof the editorialUoaraso that they miy
evaluatethe board'spropercoruseof action.
Shouldthe boarddeterminethat its duty is to examinethe substantiating
documents,I will
fiansmitthemforthwithr. Needlessto say,I would be pleasedto meetwi-ththe board,either
collectivelyor individually,to assistit n independently
verifuing,within the spaceoi a few
hours,the mostsalientaspectsof this extraordinarystory.

F(att,
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'
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So-e of thesedocumentsarealreadyat Newsday,readily-available
from reporler ZacbaryDowdy,who
hasstatedto methat he is workingon an investigativestory abdt theNew York StateCommissionon
Judicial
Conductbasedthereon.
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The mostsalient aspectsof this storyproposal can be independentlyverified
within a few hours. Theresultwouldrightfulty endMr. Spitzer'sie-election
prospects,political future, and legal career. Its repercussions
on Governor
Patakiwouldbe similarly devastating.

Repeatedly,.tlt.public is told that Eliot Spitzeris a "shoe-in"for re-electionas Attorney
General'and a rising starin the DemocraticPartywith a future as Governorand possibly
Presidenf. The reaJonfor suchfavorableview is simple. The presshas notbalancedits
coverage
of lawsuiBandotheractionsinitiatedbyMr. Spitzer,promotedby his pressreleases
andpressconferences,
with any coverageof lawsuitsdefendedbyMr. Spiaer. This,despite
the fact that defensivelitigationis the "lion's share"of whatthgAttorniy Generaldoes.The AttorneyGeneral'sownwebsiteidentifiesthat the office "defendsthousandsof suitseach
yearin everyareaof stategovernment"- involving"nearlytwo-thirdsof the Deparftnent's
Afforneysin bureausbasedin Albany andNew York City andin the Deparftnent's12

2,,CottrtofClaim1JudgetoFaceSpitzer,,,@,Mayl5,2002,JohnCaher,Daniel
Wise),quotingMauriceCanoll,Directorof QuinnipiacCollegePollingInstitute,"spitzerhasturned
out to be a
very goodpolitician"andheisjust not vulnerable";"[Gov. Pataki]couldpick theFather,SonandHoly Glrcst
and
hewouldn'tbeatSpitzer,,;,,IheAttorneyGeneralGoestonra/,,@,Junel6,2002,
"Spitzer's
JamesTraub),
position is consideredso impregnablethat tft" n puUf[*rfr-uve put up a virtually
judge to opposehim this fall - an indubitableproof of political success";"Ihe Eiforcir,, (EgrtunE
Ynknown
Magazine,September
16,2002coverstory,
Mark Gimein),"he's almostcertainto win u rootri termas"tt -.y
generalthis fall".
"spitzer Pursuing
a PolittcalPath' (AlbanyTimesUnion,May 19,2002,JamesOdato);,,ANew york
1
Olficial WhoHarnassedPublicAnge,r"Ne\uJork-Tungs
,May 22,2002,JamesMcKinley);,,Spitzerkpected
to Cruiseto 2nd Term" (Gannelt,May 27, 2002,YanceyRoy);"AttorneyGeneral RejectsFuture
Roleas
Legislature"(Associated
,It
Press,June4,2002,MarcHumbert);"Democrats
lYait
on
Elioi
Spitzer,
Imminent
".any
Boy"' (New--YQIk-Observer,
August 19,2}oz,AndreaBernstein),
insidersalreadyari U"gin"iogto talk albeitvery quietly-- aboutthectrances
of a Democratwinningbackthe Governor'soflice in 200?. At thetop of
their wish list is Mr. Spitzer,whosenamerecognitionhasshotthroughthermf in the lastyear,privatepollsters
say,andwho appears- for now, at least- to haveno negatives.,,
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Regionaloffices.'/ It is thereforeappropriatethat the presscritically examineat leastone
lawsuitdefendedby Mt. Spitzer. How elsewill the votingpublic be ableto gaugehis on-thejob performancein this vital area?
Our non-partisan,
non-profitcitizens'organizatiorL
Centerfor JudicialAccountability,Inc.
(CJA),proposesa specificlawsuitasidealfor pressscrutiny. The lawsuitis againsta-single
high-profilerespondent,the New York StateCommissionon Judicial Conduct,suedFor
comrption- and is expresslybroughtin the public interest. It has spannedMr. Spitzer's
tenureas Attorney Generaland is now before the New York Court of Appeals.Most
importantly,Mr. Spitzeris directlyfamiliar with the lawsuit. Indeed,it was generatedand
perpetuatedby his official misconduct- and seeksmonetary sanctionsagains! and
disciplinaryandcriminalrefenaloq Mr. Spitzerpersonally.
As you know,Mr. Spitzer's1998electoralvictory asAttorneyGeneralwas sorazor-closethat
it could not be determinedwithout an unprecedented
ballot-counting. Aiding him was
ElectionLaw lawyer, Henry T. Berger,the Commission'slong-standingChairman.What
followed from this and other evenmore formidableconllicts of interesiwas predictable:
AttorneyGeneralSpitzerwouldNOT investigate
the documentary
proof of the Commission's
comrption- proofleadingto Mr. Berger.Thisnecessitated
thelawstit, ElenoRuth Sassower,
Coordinotorof the Centerfor Judicial Accountability,Inc., acting pro bonopublico v.
Commission
onJudicialConductof theStateof NewYork- whichMr. Spitzerhasdefended
with litigationtacticssofraudulentaswouldbe groundsfor disbarmentif committedby
e privateattorney.
The lawsuit file containsa breathtakingpaperfiail of correspondence
with IvIr. Spitzer,
spanning3'l/2 years,establishinghrs
direct knowledgeof his Law Departrnent's
fraudulent
conductin defendingthe Commissionandhispersonaltiabilityby his wilful refusalto meet
his mandatorysupervisorydutiesunderDR-l-104 of New Yoik's Codeof professional
Responsibility
(22 NYCRR $I 200.5).
"insideview"
Addedto this, the lawsuitpresentsan astonishing
of the hoaxof Mr. Spitzer,s
"public integrity
unit" - which,by September
1999,wascitedby Gannettashaving.blready
loggedmore than 100reportsof improperactionsby stateand local officials aciossNe*
York" ("spitzer'sAnti-corruption unit Getso/f to a Busystarf', g/g/gg).

&e wwiloag.state.ny.us/:'Tour theAttorneyGeneral'sOffice" - Division of StateCounsel.
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Exposingthehoaxof Mr. SpiEer's"publicintegntyrurit''properlybeginswith examiningits
handlingof the first trvo "reports"it received.Thesewerefrom ble *A involvedthe '.rlry
issuessubsequently
embodiedin the lawsuit.Indeed,I publicly handedthesetwo ..repoftj,
to Mr. Spitzeron January27, 1999immediqtelyupon his public announcement
of the
establishment
of his_"publicintegrityunit". This is reflectedby the fianscriptof my public
exchangewith Mr. Spitzerat thattime,fianscribedby the New york Law Journal
The first "repolt'', whosetruth was and is readily-verifiablefrom the litigation files of Mr.
Spitzer'sLaw Deparfinen!requiredMr. Spitzerto "Cleanhis own housi" beforetackling
comrptionelsewhere
in the state.At issuewerethefact-specificallegationsof CJA's S3,006
public interestad,"Restraining'Liars in the Courtroom'and on thi public payrolf,
fu
York Law Journal, 8/27197
, pp. 34), asto a modusoperandiof fraudulentdefensitactics'Gd
by predecessor
AttorneysGeneralto defeatmeritoriouslawsuits,includinga 1995lawsuit
againstthe Commission,
suedfor comrption.Thisin additionto fraudulentjuaicialdecisions,
protectingjudgesandthe Commission.
The second"reporf wasof no lessftanscendent
importanceto thePeopleof this State.It, too,
was substantiated
by documents.Thesewereprovidedto Mr. Spitzer,includingdocuments
as to the involvementand complicity of GovernorPataki. At issuewas not only the
Commission'scomtption,but the comrptionof "merit selection"to the Court of eppeals.
Reflectingthis was my publishedLetterto the Editor,"An Appeal to Fairness..Reyrsit the
Courtof Appeals"M*-Pos!
l2l28l9s)- whoseclosingparagraph
read: "This is why
'f.opi.'r
we will be callinguponour new stateafforneygeneralasthe
tawyer,,to launchan
"
offi cial investigation.
As detailedby the lawsuitfile, not a peepwasthereafterheardfrom Mr. Spiaer or his ..public
integnty unit" aboutthesetwo "reports". Endlessattemptsto obtain inf'ormationregarding
the statusof anyinvestigations
wereall unanswered.
krdeed,Mr. Spitzer'sonly respoir. rnui
replicate
to
the fraudulentdefensetacticsof his predecessor
AfforneysGeneral,complained
"report". This,
in
the
first
to defeatthe lawsuifwhichI, actingasa privateattorneygeneral,
9f
broughtto vindicatethe public's rights in the face of Mr. Slitzer"s inactionborn of his
conllictsof interest.
Whathasbecomeof the "morethan 100reportsof improperactionsby stateandlocal officials
acrossNew York" citedby Gannettashavingbeen"alreadylogged"by September1999. And
what has becomeof the hundredsmore "reports"pr.r.r."bly 'foggea"^in the threey..,
since?A "search"of Mr. Spitzer'sAttorneyGeneral,website ;;s stute.ny.us4prod.r..,
6rr*
only sevenentriesfor the "public integdtyunit", with virtuilly ro rubrt-tirr. information
aboutits operationsandaccomplishments.
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That lhe media-savryMr. Spitzershouldoffer suchfew andinsignificantenfies is startling,
in andof itself. Evenmoreso,whenjuxtaposedwith Mr. Spieeris specificpromisestom ttis
1998electioncampaignthat his "Public IntegrityOffice" would be"empoweredto":
(l) "Vigorously ProsecutePublic Corruption...Usingthe AttorneyGeneral'ssubpoena
powers...toconductindependent
andexhaustive
investigations
of comrptandfraudulent
practicesby stateandlocal oflicials";
(2) "Train and AssistLocal Law Enforcement...And
if a localprosecutor
dragshis heels
on pursuingpossibleimproprieties...tostepin to investigateand,if warranted,prosecute
theresponsible
publicofficials";
(3) "Create e Public Integrity WatchdogGroup...madeup of representatives
of various
stateagencies,watchdoggroupsand concernedcitizens...[to]recommendareasfor
investigation,coordinatepolicy issuespertainingpublic comrptibnissues,and advocate
for regulationsthat hold governmentofficialsaccountable";
(4) "EncourageCitizen Action to Clean Up Government..
tbyl a toll-ftee numberfor
citizensto reportpublic comrptionor misuseof taxpayerdollari";
(5) "Report to the People...tby]an annualreportto the Governor,the legislatureand the
peopleof New York on the stateof publicintegrityin New York andiniidents of public
comrption".
The foregoingexcerpt,from Mr. Spitzer's1998campaignpolicy paper,',MakingNely york
Statethe Nation's Leader in Public Integrity: Eliot Spitzer'sPlai
for Restorig Trustin
Government",is the standardagainstwhich to measurethe figmentof Ur. Spitzer's..public
integrityunit''. Likewise,it is the standard
for measuring
Mr. Spitzer's2112re-election
webite
which saysnothingaboutthi "pubiic integrity unit" or of public
fwww.spitzer2002.conl,
integrityandgovernmentcomrption,let aloneascampaignissues.
I would be pleasedto fax you any of the above-indicated
documentsor otheritems,suchas
the article about the lawsuit, "Appealfor Justlce" (Metroland,April 25-May l, 2OOZ).
Needlessto say,I am eagerto answeryour questionsandto provideyou with a'copyof the
lawsuitfile from which this importantstoryof Mr. Spitzer'sofficial misconductanatirehoax
of his "public integrity unit" is readily andswiftly v:erifiabte.
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER,Coordinator
Centerfor JudicialAccountability,Inc. (CJA)
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Attachedis the Centerfor JudicialAccountability's
five-pagetranvniftal,previouslyfaxed,for consideration
by the membersof Newsday'seditorialboard.
Thankyou.
ElenaRuth Sassower,Coorilnator
Centerfor JudicialAccountability,Inc. (GlA)
(911')121-1200
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