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ll Som e Light Spaning for 4 Attorney General Camdidares
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.  Wittr rhe primary elecj

I  days away, the four Den
I didates for New york St
I Beneral l ighrly jabbed s
J yesterday in a debate
I scored their basic aerec
I issues, but exposed rheir

| :fffi:t 
the orrice's rol

I Polls show the race too
but the debate was larp
even as the candidatesl
any chance to dist inguish theiselves
Irom lhe others. Al l  four candidates
Doweo in on€ way or another to publlc
concerns about thc lssues of 

-crime

and violence, even as two candidatei
c..riticized the others for portraying
the attorney.general as a citme lightl
er - a role that has tradltionally bien
ceded to the police and dlstrlct attor_
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The four
race for
changed

Democrats running in the tight primary
New York Statc Attorney Geni.al ex"-
greetings before they began their debate
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yester<tay at Fordham urll'Hrlr':"ff#-;::: l:;Twere Charles J. Hynes, Karen S. burstein, Bil"t l.
sprtzer and G. Oliver Koppell.

" u

neys.
" l  don't  think _ and I rhink l t  ls

very importanr to stress this -_ to sat
that you are against violence means
that you al.e g.ojng to be a super-
prosecutor," said Karen S. Bursieln,
a former state senalor and f.amitv
Court jrrdge in Brooklyn, who l ike th6
Incumbent, G. Oliver Koppell ,  con_
tends that the off ice has i i i t le ' to do
with street cr ime. , ,What i t  means is
that you are going ro seize the oppoi-
tunity to speak against violence in the
nome, in the schools, against guns, In
rne consumcr arcna and environmen-
tal affairs."

Not Far Enough?

^.Bxt Charles J. Hyncs, the Brooklyn
Dts t r l c t  A t to rne \ , ,  and E i lo t 'L .
sptlzer, a former Manhattan prosecu-
tor, suggested she dld not go far
enough.
. 

':Ih" issue for Democratic voters
inahis state for Trresday,s primary t-
wno anlong us has the vision ind
3xperience to make public safety a
:9p priori ty for the attorney generi l ,"
N4r. Hynes said in the hourion'g debaie
rt Fordham University 's 

-Lincoln

-enrer camplts in Manhattan. The
reDate,,.sponsored by the New yorfr
,ress Club, was televised on New
York L

Despite the tough talk, none of the
our proposed a fundamentat or stat.
t1o1J change In__rhe off ice's duties,
vnich tradit jona I ly. include defending
rtate agencies and brlnging mostt i
:rvl t  actton tn the areas of civl t  r lghti ,
:onsumer affairs, antitrust caseJand
rnviron-mental lssues. Mr. Hynes sald
re wou_kl be the .,chicf lobbylst,' for
lw-enforcenrent officials 

- 
to the

l.egislature, and Mr. Spltzer envl.
sioned a slmllar role thdt would nol
Include prosecuting street cr lme.

In al l ,  the debate centered larcelv
on these lssues, which have ltttle t"o d6
with the altorney general 's off lce:qShould people vote for Ms. Bur.
slein slmply because she is a woman,
and no woman has been elected to i
s(atewlde off ice in 20 years? (No, al l
rour agreed, but Ms. Bursteln sug.
Besled, not so subtly, that lt wouli.
rndeed, be nlce to end that drought.)
. A !qc^s .Mr. -S^pltzer, who has spent it
le_ast $2.{ mllllon oJ his own money,
!1.v9 an -unfatr advantage? (Thrdd
said yes. Mr. Spltzer sald: , ,you can,l
Duy--votes In New york State. Thepublic. is too smart. The publlc loo'[i
ror gubstnnce.")

. 
gHas IVtr. Koppell, a former Bronx

Assem-btyman who was appolnted to
lhe offlce In December bj, nfs toi
teagues ln the Leglslature,-cal led too
many news conferences to trumpet

the achrevements of hrs b.rref Incum. crrminar Justice rssues. Then he reat-bency? (Mr. Hynes sard. Mr. !!op.".rjdJ'iiJ'iiir rosing rhe ba1 r,ame. sopelt's medta evenrs Includ4 ,,",1: ;i;i;lioa"n t""-i;,kil.fi;ii;;nounclng rhe sunrtse." Mr. Koppell Jnuiionrn*Jnt.,,
said: "One of the ways I have ruir ' the
attorney general 's oif lce ls to do ev. Mr. Koppell  himself came under a
erythlng in publlc so the publlc knows brief attsck from Mr. Hynes, who
what ls golrlg on.") accused hlm of playing politics at the

the canOtOates ia.etv 
Democratlc Conventlon'ln June in an

t11j;'td;;t-i;;;iffi';iir,:HTl-"'T.:t errort ro-keep-the-others orr ihe 
'p;i'

M r fpri;; ; - i; -til ;;r;3i":lir _$ il?[y,3Xli: ]ilI"Tfl'"11T"'ff :; \candldares to support the-death pen- !i"ilio","""J were forced to collect De-;i :t'""'3;l,f ?f .h?:',:i" ili#Tj';: i* ;:li li,:r: I i ti'"-. i" t " i; ;fi t;fi;
merctars. t"it'J 6'irv'"ii"ii""""oiiiie "',,'ff: ;ilf!.eat Job in Burfaro.,, Mr.tssue, Mr. Koooeit ".-!}jj_u-l__M.r-. HV#l 

".i"ij, 
referrtng to lhe conven-Spltzer of omlttin'c anv reference. to iid"' Jti]';e grgat reformer In the

ll l9,g.q"lh.penalty In hls c_ampalgn t;d:';" tocked us a' out rhere.,,l l terature to gome voter la ccusei r,r'" Ji'il "iJiinl' a no tater 
Sl;ltifgsii j?11 l"_:*& [rf,l.til";

_ 
"The fact of the matter ls that Mr. others.

spnzer has sald hnvrhlng-that- he - The four wll l  debate agaln on Sun-thlnks.c.an gct hlm v6tes, ' ; 'Mr. xop a"v, ' in ' i" i lnper sard. "F'rrii, rre tari<ii onry a-u6[r F;itiii,r"]itr,?L?',,"itlil"i',lir'Iiilt

& " /4-  ' '
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TEL: et4lee7-8t05 . rax, illl6siiiii,-,

BY HAND

Septenber  10,  1994

Mr .  I an  F i she r
The New york Tirnes
Metro Desk,  3rd F loor
229  Wes t  43 rd  S t ree t
New yo rk ,  New yo rk  10036

Dear  Mr .  F i she r :

since our terephone conversatl0n on Thunsday morning, r becameaware of the debate between the candidates r"r- a{forney ceneralto  be te lev ised on Gabe pressmanrs News Forum th i ;  iunaay on NBc.
r believe you should see the letter that r have already sent toMr' pressman, 

-"::  -?nry _because it  summarizes th; issues aboutwhich we spoke on the ierephone, u.rt u.".rr=" r expect you rr irr beviewing the debate and aouLtress i"p"rtirq-Jrr-.iE^i5l uo'aayrs Neh,York Tirnes.

You shourd be a$rare that, in addition to sending the encrosedlet ter  to pressman, r  have ar- ;  furnished-- iopies to Mr.spi tzer and Mr.  Hynes, u=. Burstein 
.  t ravinj-  a i reaay frat lyrejected the. request that  she raise 

- the 
issu"s 'a iJJussea thereinin the campaign.-

rn the event that  Mr.  $r .==r"n.  does no! pose the questronpresented in rny ret ter  to the candidates_ and Mr.  spi tzer and Mr.Hynes do not br ing up the subj"" t  inemlelves,  i t  , l r r ra be.highryappropr iate--not to nent ion ae-vastacl"n-- to" you to rnE,ervlew thecandidates abour the r"sirl ly--Ji"j, iae"" "'"tu=Ll 
' 

or crlmlnalconduct in Article 78 p.od""airig=-i""itr;; tne-ir--oi]r case and thepropriety of. Atrorney ""1:+ __;o.o:l ,1r?yilg asainsr anyapperrate review of  the resurt ing a"&-r ion in their  own favor.
should you wish to see our submissions now before the court ofAppeals in 

r  w€ wit l  readi ly furnishsame to you'  ThoseGuumissions aoculnEnt the raci- in" t  At torneyGeneral Kopperl is in compricity ri l t" in" "rirnin.i i isconduct oihis judiciar crients and tias !o.t3rry inanaoned his duty under the
i l?",3..#Hnit ?:, :i?, "",": 

=-r r-;-fi",,Ti i tv ; r 
-- 
;l"i.,t" = b roushr

55555< "/4-L"



Mr. Fisher Page Two

As i l lustrat ive I  am enclosing
Court of Appeals, dated August
al l  enclosures to ny Iet ter  to
coversheets showing transmittal
Mr .  Hynes.

Septenber 10, L994

our most recent subnission to the
8, L994. I  am furnishing you with

Mr.  Pressmanr ds weII  as the fax
of that  let ter  to Mr.  Spi tzer and

Yours for  a qual t ty judic iary,

€(-ers<zK�W
Coordinator

Accountabil i ty
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER,
Center  fo r  Jud ic ia l

Enclosures
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Cm.rre R b,,
Juorcrnr

A.rouNTABrLrry
Bor 69, Gedncy Strtlon . Whire phlnr, New york t0605-0069

TEL: 9lrf/ 997-8t05 . FAXr 9t11 681-6J51

B v  F a x :  2 1 2 - 5 6 4 - 6 3 8 5

Septenber 9, L994

Mr. Gabe Pressman
News Forum: NBC
30 Rockefel ler  Center
New York,  New york L0112

Dear Mr.  Pressman:

Fol lowing up my. te lephone eonversat lon wi th your assLstant,stacey, r  am providing you with a succinct  =ur*afyr  dS welr  as a
?Pecific quest_ion to pos€ to the candidates ror attorney General
in your schedured interview with them this sunday. 

--

As virtualLy every reporter srho has written about thls race hasobserved--unfo-rtunately only in passing--the Attorney ceneral hasno power in the cr iminal  arena, which- is under the jur isdict fon
of the distr ict  at torneys in each county.  r t  is  for  that  reasonthat when Mr. Kopperr became invorved 

-in 
the ,rpJit" gang 1'"p"case, which Mr.  Kopperr  has s ince used for a T.V. conm6rciar Lopromote his campaign, he had to f i rst  be appointed by Governorcuomo as a speciar prosecutor to do that jd6.  rn ot l rer  words,independent of .  that .  appointment,  the Att-orney cenerar had nopower even to invest igate,  ret  a lone prosecute such case. Thus,the discussion of  cr ine as the r ,nuirber one issue. has to beunderstood as a rrsnokescreenrr to obscure the Attorney Generalrs

real  dut ies.

Reporters have.pointed out that  the Attorney Generalrs dutLespr i rnar i ly  consist  of  defending the state and i ts var iousgovernmental  bodies and of f icers in c iv i l  l i t igat ion.  yet ,  therehas been Lq ",: lo_il": i?" by the press of Mr. x5pperils ott-;6"-i-uperformance during his eight-nonth tenure as Attorney General byappointment of the Governor.

under the raw of our state, those aggrieved by governmentar
action and inaction have th9 _ right t; have tnlir compraintsreviewed by regar procedure car led in , 'er t icre za 

-pr-oceeai ; ; ; ; - - - -

rn such Articre zg proceedings, the governmentar bodlei andofficers sued are given free iegar d6fense uy 1n" at["rn.yGeneral .

,r{
f
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Mr. Pressnan Page Two Septenber 9,  1994

However' the Atlo.In^ey General is bound by the same standards ofethical responsibil i t ies as govern rawyerj in the private ;;;1";:,rus! as. a pr_ivate lawyer nay not excLed the bouirds of law andethics in defending his cr lent ,  tne Attorney cenei i r ,  r tkewise,may not do so._ Indeed, since the Attorney ceneral is ttre nfghestlaw of f icer of  the state,  he and hls of f i ie rnust u"- tn.  .*"r i fur=
of integr l ty.

As sh-o-wn Py irrefutable documentary evidence, Attorney General
Koppel l ,  i .  h is defense of  judges sued ih the af t ic te 7Bproceeding ent i t led sassower v.  Mlnqano. et  ar . ,  has not onryd e m o n s t r a t e d ! i " c o m p I e t e 1 a c k @ i ' t n r = k ; . ; 1 ; ;
subversion of the Article 78 renedy and hfs tit ie t"i. as AttornefGeneral .

Br ief ly stated, ln the aforesaid ease, Attorney General  Koppel lperni t ted judges, who were respondents and th;  subj"" t  
-" f - [ [ "

Art ic le 78 proceeding, to decide their  own case and argued to theNew York state court  of  Appeals,  wi tno.ut  t t re sr tqntej t  c i i i t ionof . legar auth-ority, that there sno@te revlew ofsuch brazen vlolat ion of  fundanental  law and conf l lc t ,  of  lnteresirules appl lcable to Judges.

Your vlewing audLence can be presumed srnart enough to know thatfrno man can be judge of  h is own causer.  r t  wouid be an insul tto your audience to think otherwise. rndeed, =r"n maxln--rti"ngoes back to ancient t ime--is ernbodied in our "t"t.tt. books(Judic iary Law S14),  as wel l  as ln the Rules Governl"ng , t "a i" i ; - tconduct,  promulgated. by the chlef  Adninistrator tJ '  onr courts,
l lq  -  . incorpora ted  in  our  s ta te  cons t i iu t io r ,  (Ar t i c re  

-v i ;

5 2 0 ( b )  ( 4 )  ) .

Attorney Generar {gnnerr has actual, personal knowredge of theArticle_ _78 proceeding 
, irfrtcn ;;;personalry discussed with him on six separate occasions "rra ih;subject  of  intensive,  on-going correspondence with hlm fronJanuary through June of  th is year.

Mr. Koppell h?= never been_ able to provide any legar authorLty
fot  a l lowing judges accused of  the " i i rn" of  of f ic ia l  misconductto decide their  ovrn case--because there is ; ; ; ; .  That henonetheless has al  r .owed judges accused of  cr iminlEonduct in anArt icre 78 proceeding to decide their  own case-- in the face ofhis knowrgdge that our raw expressly proscriles =urn"--rnakes hfun arr law breaker[  and unf l t  for  e lect lo i r  is  our state,s high;; I  i6" lo f f i cer .

The point  is  that .  Mr.  Koppelrrs dut ies in defending Judges inArticle 7-a proceedl"gt do not pennlt trlm to break the raw--as he
lt= knowingly and deriberatery- done to cover-up what he knows tob e  a  t t  j u d i c i a l  W a t e r g a t e r r .
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Mr. Pressman Page Three Septenber  9,  1994

It rnust be ernphasized that the reason Mr. Koppell has alLowed
accused judges to  dec ide the i r  own case--where the las
unequivocal ly  prohib i ts  i t , - - is  prec ise ly  because of  h is  actual
knowledge that review by an independent tr ibunal would result ln
his cl ients being found guil ty of conduct reguir ing their rernoval
f rom of f ice and cr iminal  prosecut ion.

fndeed, Mr. Koppell was provlded by us with fult documentary
evidence, substantiat ing the truth behind the al legations of the
Article 78 proceeding relating to the criminal and tort l"ous
conduct  o f  h ls  c lLents.  Yet ,  the correspondence resoundlngly
demonstrates Mr.  Koppel l ts  conplete fa i lure and refusal  to
conduct any investigation of his cl lentsr o! even of the
misconduct  o f  lawyers on h is  s taf f .

In that connection and with the beneflt  of our correspondence
wi th Mr.  Koppel l ,  the press can see for  i tse l f  that  h is  recent
swi f t  and decis ive act ion against  an Assis tant  At torney Genera l
on h is  s taf f  for  a  b iased comment ,  is  a  publ ic  re la t ions p loy--and
not demonstrative of the manner in which he ordinari ly runs his
of f ice.  As shown by that  correspondence,  the gross ly  dere l lc t
and dishonest manner in which Mr. Koppell has run the Attorney
Genera l rs  of f ice requi res that  the voters run h in out  o f  that
o f f i c e .

F inal ly ,  you should be anare that  Sassower v .  Mancrano,  et  a l .  is
present ly  pending before the New York State Cour t  o f  Appeals  and
that the papers before that Court document the appall ing degree
to which Mr.  Koppel l  has abandoned h is  responsib i l i t ies under
law.  These inc lude h is  duty  to  address the const i tu t ional  issues
raised before that, Court relative to the statutory provisions
involved in  that  case.  This  encompasses those re la t ing to
Ar t ic le  78 proceedings,  s ince any in terpretat ion which would
permi t  accused judges to  dec ide the legal i ty  o f  the i r  own conduct
in  an Ar t ic le  78 proceeding would be unconst i tu t ional .

Thus, what Mr. KoppeII has done is not only contrary to law and
e th i ca l  ru les ,  bu t  a l so  uncons t i t u t i ona l .

This is an extraordlnary important issue whlch the publlc has a
r ight  to  know s ince the h is tor ic  Ar t ic le  78 remedy belongs to  the
People as their protection from abuse of governmental power by
pub l l c  o f f l c i a l s ,  who  be t ray  the i r  oa ths  o f  o f f l ce  and  the
Peop le rs  t rus t , .

Mr.  Koppel l rs  opponents who aspi re to  rep lace h ln as At torney
Genera l  should be asked the i r  v iew of  Mr.  Koppel l ts  permi t t ing
judges accused of  misconduct  in  Ar t ic le  78 proceedlngs to  dec ide
their ovtn case and arguing against any appellate review of thelr
se l f - in terested decis ion.

il
ti
*l

I
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Mr .  Pressman Page Four September 9,  L994

For them to answer this straight-forward questl-on does not
reguire any factual information beyond what i ;  contained in th"
foregoing paragraph.  However ,  dS ref lected by the enclosed
Ie t te rs  to  Ka ren  Burs te in  and  E l i o t  sp i t ze r ,  t hey  each  rece i ved  a
fu l l  set  o f  papers for  the i r  personal  rev iew,  wi th  a reguest  that
they show leadership in  ra is ing publ ic  consciousnesJ of  th is
v i ta l  issue as par t  o f  the i r  

-  
c impaign.  Ms.  Burste in,  l rho

res igned f rom the bench to run for  e lec{ ion to  At torney Genera l ,
dec l ined to  do so.  Mr.  Spi tzer ,  who cal led us th is  af tLrnoon and
expressed in terest ,  s ta ted he would be rev iewing the mater ia l
before your  program.

As for  Mr. -  Hynes,  the Brooklyn Dis t r ic t  At torney,  h is  of f ice has
been furn ished ngt  on ly  wi th  the subrn iss ion=' io  ln"  Cour t  o f
A p p e a l s ,  b u t  w i t h  a l r  t h e  e v i d e n t i a r y  m a t e r i a l s  w e  h a d
prev ious ly  prov ided to  at torney Genera l  Kopperr  (our  March 8,
1994 le t ter ) - -and which he returned to us,  apparent iy  unread (our
June  17 ,  L994  f t r ) .  we  a re  p resen t l y  awa i t i ng  the  r6su l t s  o f  t he
inves t i ga t i on  be ing  under take .n  by  Mr .  Hynes  r  des igna tedrrcorrupt ion rnvest igat ion Div is ionr ,  pursuant  to  our  re t ter
comp la in t ,  f i l ed  on  Apr i l  27 ,  Lgg | .

Needless to  saY,  should you desi re to  rev iew any mater ia ls  beyond
those ind icated here inbelow,  which wi l l  be handldel ivered to  |or r rof f ice tomorrow morningr  w€ wi l l  readi ly  prov ide same to you.

Thus,  the quest ion to  be put  to  Mr.  Koppel l  by you is  asf o l l o w s :

r rone of  ,your  dut ies as At torney Generar  is  to
de fend  j . udges  sued  i n  A r t i c l e  78  p roceed ings
fo r  o f f i c i a l  rn i sconduc t .  r s  i t  you r  be r ie f
that  such judges are f ree to  dec id l  the i r  own
case and that  there should be no r ight  to
appe l l a te  rev iew  o f  a  dec i s ion  i n  t he i r
f avor? r l

t lere Mr.  Koppel l  to  answer honest ly  wi th  the only  regar ly  proper
answer ,  You  can  then  con f ron t  h im  w i th  the  casd  o f  Sas iower -v .
Manqano' et ar., exposing his hypocrisy for what i t  is]-=----------_--

As aforesaid, the questJ-on for the other candidates is:

rrWhat is your view of an Attorney General who
permits judges accused of misconduct in
Ar t ic le  78 proceedings to  dec ide the i r  own
case and. argues against any appellate review
of a decision in their favol?'r- 

-
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Mr. Pressman

Enclosures:  (1)
( 2 1
( 3 )

Page Flve Septernbet 9,  1994

we wil l be watching your show wi_th great interest. rt wourd beI: f $: I t " g"'."n. = ff , r* " : "i l. "",:,:ll ti:";iJ ; i,;' ii''" r e a r i; ; " ; ;
Yours for a quallty Judiclary,

sQaq
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, CoordLnator
center  for  Judic ia l 'a"" " "nt "Uf i f ty

correspondence with Attorney General KoppellJudic iary  Law St4
Chief  Admin is t rator fs  Rules covern ing Judic ia lConduct
8/4/94 le t ter  to  Karen Burste in
8 /8 /94  l e t t e r  t o  E l i o t  sp i t ze r4/27 /94 compraint to sr-5[ryn. orstrrct AttorneyCorruption Invest igat ion- oi" i=i""--  

.
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( 4 )
( 5 )
( 6 )



The extraordinary exhibits to this letter to
Mr.  Pressman--consis t ing,  in ter  a I ia ,  o f  a
continuum of correspondence with the Attorney
G e n e r a l  I  s  o f f i c e - - w e r e  s u p p l i e d  t o  M r .
Fisher. Due to their volume, they are not
reproduced herein.
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AccouNTABrLrry

llor 69, Gedney Station . White Plains, New york t0605_ffXi9
1' l l l . :  914/997-810.5 . FAX: 9t4/684-fr554

FAX COVER SHEET
3 : 5 0  p . n .

DATE

T O :

TIME
THE
IAN

NET{ YORK TIMES
FISHER

l+
1 l

il
$
i

i

5 1 8 - 4 3 6 - 7 1 0 9  ( t e l e !  s 1 g - 4 3 6 - 0 7 5 7 )

This fax consLsts of  a total  of
cover-sheet. rf you do not reffiETFe 

- 
iiaii:atea number ofpagesr or i f  there ls a quest lon as to the t ransni t tar ,  preasec a l l  ( 9 1 4 )  9 9 7 - 8 1 0 5 .  

'

FAX NUMBER:

FRO}T:
Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordlnator

Dear  Mr .  F isher :

For reasons you have not -been good enough to share with me,for almost a monthf you have failed-and refuied to return any ofthe numerous terephone messages r have reft ror you at your NewYork and Albany of f ices.

This ls notwlthstandlng 
.vour request ln our one and onlytelephone conversatlon on septernber e€n that r send you some ofour materials bearing on tha race roi New york state AttorneyGenerar--which you are covering. on september 1oth, r hand_derivered those materiars to 

-you--.rnaer 
a covertetter, whrchenclosed a copy of  my let ter  to Gabe pressman. you wi l r  recalrthat Mr' Pressman was to hold a 'tdebaletf between the candLdateson WNBC-TV the fol lowlng day.

According to the A.p.-item...tF"I appeared ln todayrs New yorkTimes, beneath__youl - rengthy ,bior "l '"t"n of Dennis vacco, adebate by wABC-TV wirr be-tafed tomorrow. r am in the process ofcontacting that station so- ae- to provLde 
-i i-"rJin-'.v 

september29th letter to Mr. Vacco, whlch enciosed o.,i-"orr"Lponaence wlthMs.  Burs te in .

f  bel ieve you should,  lLkewise, have a copy.enclose a_ .copy- of ny septenber 25ttl rrl,etter to itreyet unpublished by the Tihes.

FYI ,  I  a l so
Editorrr r €ts

dQna €oA --
t>< "/y]-3' <sssd2/\'/


