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Jan Hoffman
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229 West 43rd StrEet
New York,  New york LOO36

RE:  S to r i es

Dear Ms.  Hof fman:

Fol lowlng up.your  request  that  r  send you rnater iars  rerat ive tostories by rne uew vtrr T{rnes.--"ni"nl Ly"h to ny surprise, r,ras
; : i i f f ? f f : b y f f i i " ; ; ; t T h u r s d a y ; ' i e n c 1 o s e t h e

(1) Materrals- that r transrnitted more than a week ago to theEditorial Board--rogethei ri ln f;; r"l i""t,
ilThe voters are c_ounting on you to push thereporters of the rineg €o ask the canaiaai"Jthe quest ions that yo, t i - -  septernber 17the d i t o r i a l  p o s e r  .  

-  v r ' e e ' r r v s !  r

These incrude: . . (? )  my september  25 th  ,Le t te r  to  the  Edr . to r r ,responding to thaL eai tor ia i ; - ; ;  " l i f 'ur ,  (b)  ny seprember 2erhret ter  to Repubr lcan nor in".  Dennls Vacco, which discussed andenclosed correspondence with pemocril ic nominee Karen Burstein.
Please read ny retter to Mr. vacco--which r faxed to ran Fisheron october 6th--and the attached c"pie= of Judiciary Lav, s14 ands100.3(c) of  the Rules Governing .r"Ei" i " i -c"" I i l i l ] i rn i"n r  hand_der ivered to Mr.  Fisher on.sept6rnber rotn.  r  th ink that  i f  theTimes does no!- recognize i ls-;;;p;"ibirity to inguire of thecandidates on the lss-ues therein ",it i ir,"a--u€ reasi--it can report
l l"ualf"a""11"r.= 

of private citiiens-l"'g"t such answers from the

The answers drrectly af f,ec.t the public, 
_which, prainry, isadversely affected bi an Attorney clnerar who viorates the rawand permits the very judges chirged with ".ir inJ conduct todecide their  ewn case.

l
I

€r .  "p "
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Likewise, thg publ ic has a drrect  interest  rn the speci f ics as tohow the cand-idates propose to hanate furly-docurnenfea compraintsof crlnlnal condircf uy s i t t inJ 
- 
j"a;"r; i l ;  such rurrdocumentatlon wlrr be on t lre aesk oi iwnomever is to be erected.

Flnally, since the rore of. the Attorney General is to address theconstitutlonarity of statutes whose integritv n.E:uJ"r, impugned__and the lncumbent Attorney Generar has totar,ry fa i red to defendthe conetltutlonallty of t irree ;i;t"i;;v proGrons charrenged inqassower v.  H-on, G_ui Mandano e=t ar.-- lnat  "ur"-- i "  addi t ionarryt m p o r t a n t . I n d e e d , a f f i e . c o n s t i t u t 1 o n a I 1 t y o t t h a
Art icre 7s statute--which af fects au- "r t i ; ; ; ; - " i - i i i i "  starel__aswelr as New Yorkrs attorney arscrff i.-.ty statute--which affectsa l l  o f  th is  S ta te rs  a t to rneys .

(z' l My october 2nd rletter to the Edi.torr, responding to theseptenber 2zth New york Times edi tor ia l  , 'uo_way- io-pi"r .  a Judge,, .This ' � r ,et ter  to Ene-Ei l€ortr--whicn-- is sel f -expranatory__shourdhighr lght  for  you that there is 
-a 

.dynamite story here__
__about whathappened to a f awyEi- wtri- so ng rights ofcit izens of this dtate ln tne ntection Law case of sdregan Jgcoravi ta,  which chal lenged the por i t ic i r  t rading and manipurat ionof judgeships. .  Fyr,  ror i r  yeara.ago, the New yoik s iate League ofwomen voters issued a stite-wla6 b.."" rerease expressing itsconcern about the case and, in r..991;-i i: NAAcp r,eqii Defense andEducational Fund sought to come in aL i.r".r=.

( 3 ) My mother I s septernber L9 , Lgg' cornpraint to the New yorkstate commission on Judicial 
'c""a""t - 

agiinst *e high_rankingjust ices of  -  the _Apperrate Div i ; i ; ; ,  second Department whorefused to disqual i fy themselves f i6n _Mangano. et  ar .  - -anaf in v iorat iorr- l r  r@-raw s 14 ands1o0'3(c) of  the Rules cove-ning i . ia i . iu i?1" 'a, iJ decided rheirohtn case'  rn v iew of  Joseph tr ' i ledts septernber zo[n art icre onthe rrapparent '  confr ict  or  int l ; ; ; i  Ln'  tne r ,en"r ict  Nerson casebefore 'rudge Trager--in whlch rre- c"niacted five ethicists fortheir  v iews on t t re :upj"" t - - r  _ tnoughf Mr.  Fr ied wourd be mostlnterested in-  a- .complat i t  invorvi"g ' ;6tuat,  confr ict  of  interestand MANDATORY aisqultif ication; ;;= to- wnicn ni.-i i .r" ethicisrscourd be expected to be unanimou" 
-.r,a-i i;";; i"; i;r 

in theircondemnatlon of what has occurred.

As you know, the Tlnes has wrltten extensively about 'rconfl ict ofinteresttr issues--ana its "a-ito.i"i 'p"-rit i ; '";-a;; confirrnation

1 Artlcre 7_g . protects individuats in our state fromgovernment abuse and inlction--pro.riaing tn"rn with i.mechanisn bywhich their arregation= "i.- i l" i"J"i l i i""trv reviewed.
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of stephen Breyer to lhe u.s. supreme court was framed in thecontext of that issue2 

e"rs \

s lnce the New York state commlssl0n on Judic la l  conduct i tsel fdlstrlbutes !h" nur""- clu."ning-]u-Ji"iur conducr as parr of irsAnnual Report, 
. ja^_i_r g"lg. "itruorai-,,ury that Justice wirriamThompson, wh9 rs one of  !h" c"r*rr" i " r , r .s.members,  should be thecentrar Jusrlce asainst whom ih;";;;;-r"i"t i . al"L"t"a. rndeed,Justice Thompson waft tI-" fu on the orderd i s n i s s i n g  

.  M F y I p a r t i c u l a r l ydlrect  your " t  aragraph of  ny mother,sconp la in t :

'The cornnissionrs hand.rrng of -th1s profoundryser ious and far-reaching 
' .o*-pruint  

wir l  testwhether one of  i . t :  oyn i "a i" l " f  members wi l tbe herd accountable for  
- ra i i ing 

to adhere tothe fundaneniai- etrrtcat 
-;e 

regar standardsthat th is commlsslon 
-ru"-  

conl t i tut ioni i rvcreated to enforc€.r l

r trust you wourd agree th.at . the peopre of this state have adirect  interest  in t l ie connissionrs-t . ior_ing of  rny rnotherrs mostserious septenber 1gth cornptaj.ni--puri1""J?rry where our AttorneyGenerar and court of appeais have !"-"n""ringiv ;[] iaonea respeclfor  mandatory judic iar-  l isquat i r icai ion'  requirements.
(4) F! 'narry,  s ince so much at tent ion has been focused on theo.J.  s lmpson tr iar ,  r  encrose- a copy of  my August 2nd ,Letter tothe Editorr' rerative to an ouservi€i; your Times reporter madethat Judges "L'outinery,r discros_e ,,f l l"ntiar- c;;FiTc; of interesrrrat the start of ca-ses,,. 

. .Altho'uqh 
-'tt.t 

is ;h;i judges aresupposed to do-- that  is not.nappeni i r lg rn ln"- . r"JJg" case, forwhlch there ls no medta at tent lonf .

ff i. '" 
probabry as shocklng a "rocar-;Gmpre,, as you

2 Hohrever, whereas the .confrict of interest issue, inJust ice Breyerrs case "ur one about which " i [ i "J" t"  d i f feredI i '  e ' Professor s.tephen clrlerl v.--iroressor laor,ro" Freedman] ,there can be 49 dispute that. +;-dl' ' our New York state 
. attoriF-c-EnerarGiFThe AppetlateDivislon, Second Oepartnr-ent--have-irfofut.a the ^o=t ruAqene4te1

Iltfit3t"JJi:*xl,.diisuariricacion iiJi' ,,'o man "i,, 
-u" 

the judse
3 see Froyd Abrans*Letter to the Edi torn,  pubr ished inthe Times on septLrnber zotn tThe puullc Needs TV io oversee thecourtsrr ,  whlch quotes Jereny Benthan , ,wi thout pubr ic i ty,  ar l

:li:I "",11"""ff "?:""i":#jfi"#*";{l'-"J'pu'rson or puuricitv, ;ii
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Thank. you for your review. we are ready to provide arlassistance and documents necessary to enable. The New york Timesto verlfy every aspect of the aforlrnentioned impffint stories.

yours for  a quatt ty judic iary,

€t-ens
ELENA RUTH SASSOI{ER, Coordlnator
Center  fo r  Jud ic ia l  Accountab i l i t y

Enclosures
cc:  Edi tor ia l  Board

Joseph Fr ied
Ian F isher
Ralph Blumenthal
Joseph Berger


