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i to mere scribbles tn the mer8lns,; . Instead, polltlclans are craftlnS
I There are no real lssueg at all thls troad antl-Government sound bltes

yesr,atleast Inthetradltlonalsense. . to capltallze on public dlsaffectlon
The burnlnStc6nomlc and soclal wlthout dlscusslng the proper role of

J .  ,  |  '  i . . !  ' . .  . , ' . t h e G o v e r n m e n t t h e y s e e k t o r e l o r m .
' ' ; i l _ ' r 1 I : . ' r . , ' w | t h | l t t | e l m p c t u 3 t o r a l 3 e s p e c l ' j

:-!' , | , t.' r,J.i' i,,irrri. .lc8, the candldates are soundlng
UUtttng th€ | . r':1, r',E .'.; allke. House speaker Tom Foley, a

" . ' ' - 
e 

- 
' ' ', '. " " 30'year congresslonal veleran who

SlfbstanCe tfom the' could smolher hls rlval wlth the de.
rl.l 

- 
_ ., - talls of hls legislatlve accompllsh-

-'iamOatgn 
SCflDt- :i ments, ls Instead runnln3 televlslon
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commerc ia l s t hs t cou ld l us taseas l -
! ' . : . i . - _ ! ' l l ' , ; i ; : . . | y b e m a d e ' o r a R e p u b | l c a n c h a l .

i i, "' . ' len8er who had never set foot In the
concerns thet were central to the capltal. ln one, Mr. Foley makes hls

J Ing,  spccl f lc  rcforms thal  they say i  therels l l t t lec luethathohasb€enln
F would make Govemment work bet- ' oltlce lor tour year3 and was ln thc
! ,ter; thls year, ihey say Government' Senate tor elnht. Rather than llst hl!

Even the archetypal lssuc-of-- l lclan that he ls, Mr. Wllson focuse!
Anierican pollt lcal campalg,ns - the,i hls commerclals on crlme and lmmt
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lhe Issues Go?

, . ;  l " : f r
.'ic', "'r

. i  BvR ICHARDL .BERKE
months a80 would determlne the out-

' come of these races could hardlv be
mdre lrrelevant." sald Mark Mell.
man, a Dcmocratlc pollster.
. A lendlng Republlcan collcogue
a8roed, "When you look back, thl! ls
not golng 10 be the campalgn that
debated hcalth care or forelgn pollcy '

or laxe8 or recesslon," Bsld Robert
I Teeter. who was Presldent Bush'!

pollster. "lt'B none of them. What..
underlles thlr ls the Bense the cov. ',

ernment and the ConSresslonal pro. '

cess don't work."
' Even the campalSn's one blg lssue

doesn't look and sound much llke r
campalgn lssue. lt may be thet somc '
Amerlcans would cheerf ully tolerate

, a few more potholes on the lnter-
6tate hlghways, or drastlc cuts In
Soclal Securlty, for the cause ot
shrinklng the Government. No ono
can tell, because no one lg asklng. 
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campalgn dlalogue only twd years. clearest break wlth conventlonal l lb
ago - from the deticlt to abortlon to erallsm when he ls unapolo8etlc

. health care - have all but venlshcd. about advocatlnS the death pcnalty:
, And the lssues that were 5o debated 'rwe have to deal wlth the root

In campalBns for years before that, causes of crlme, but Justlce today
'l ike 

l laB desecration and mllltary demands more than soclal Justlce."
preparednees, are non-6tarters. No..' In the commerclals of Gov. Pete

- longer ar€ most candldates advocat- Wllson of Callfornla, a Rcpublican.

la not the answer. accompllshments ai the career poll-

cconomy - does not count. Sratlon, The same subjects flSure
- The subrects that come up most heavlly ln lhe advertlsemcnts ot

r are Iess economlc and more ldeolo8l- Kathleen Brown, Mr. Wllson's Dem-
1 csl, l ike crlme, weltare and tax cuts. ocratlc challen8er,

But they herdty can bc consldcred The dlstaste tor lsBues lr rlrlklnS'
major issues of contentlon because, .because lt has b€cn only r few
conservative 8s they sound, candl- months 6lnce Amerlcans $era tell-
dates of both parties and all ldeolo8l- Ing pollsters they wanted more ls-
cal strlpes arc prrscrlblng the Eame sue{rienied polltical dlalo8ue, After
rcmedles. polls showed the publlc was put otf

So all that the pollrlclans hrvc left by the lack ot substancc ln the 1988
to talk about 13 themselves.
. "The lssues the pundlts rald rlx Conllnuedo Wge'
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., - thla trLt'sitroyta $en i" oiiaiirm ot p.orogooi iI ;;T* i;;;; c;;;;;r rhourdn,. be tovotv€d..nc.m[N184 Pr!6irhorj.t crldid|t€s lD tlC2 rooSha ro . lolticlars,, ; t ;. -'-] -- 
. .. _ ,. Ir ;s mr r maitci oiclrxlidat6, nor ertng.bourdr'soor dE 'mthff tlth Dollcv Doold'L. . -Thl" di'lrkc rt Sood Dew' for ReFrbricrn!. Th€y lte . r*""i, iiiitir*- ii'fili sense uar tre puuc aoes nor'-' MrvD' tr r'! tE ntEtl M!vt'. !o'n! vorcrB-ov.r ' ttctcing o'" rnoii-drrciiiiii,--l'-ri.v nor..rtt i.iac . wenr io r*ar rioui;;m: Many R€pubric$s rinked !o'!''lh. l'err' hrv' fooLd th r.tlsle*..od tl*P-T.lY? thra.th;v !'. ndt !r..pcd; pitici 'Irn'r nor. rot ot : rhe. chrisrrar rrghr ye* dram ro porrrics b.,caus€ of' '_ rDo|it ho* mudl *nor dbcur!ton th!v nrlly w!.1 nccd to bc cErl.lE."'sgic tiavdi rohnron, cxGsirive , rheir opDo!irion 
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!bonLn and homos€xuat .i8hB. Bur' Mrvt' th'lr ho.3 t!'! rrb€d wlth o.'@r8-enc. a . orrcct-' triiiiiii"ri-i6,-r'iiti pr"y. .' .c-srcss- $ch c'didsr€s do |,or dr'! ru|3. tho6€ issue3 o* or"'l$uer-ln tlt'.1982 c!tD.Fit4--.!|ly ao bc &.hed wh€|| .man x vored si$ rtinton i ffri or u," rrrn.' ronj t€r, of rlienlrinp voierr
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_-.,-. ,_i ' ff,'#\f,;*Hgf.i*:itr;#T"""#S#. rbdr hov thrlr r.pnlsmttuvc votcd or a bilt: they.ar! . whar rhey crrch $eir brarh fm|rl houidinS pre!$- i would porsue ir.|€ccd. ti Include! !uch otd !6odard;'I. vorrlcd rbour .hin8s rhr! rlrcy do noi rhtnk anJ irliu, o"nr.cunoi-icpritii"riJ ri[Jii'i#"r.x.,*r,1t rrrey t6 ur iine-ire,n i"-6lij" o"r"n"* uuag"L;, Slil jlX,Tilfi;"i$3.f3X1.X";, " -"'"o, *' 
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Mi"naer Hurrin'lon. r ."'o.-'; .lL,lillT"j,l"1* *T"?8:1.1"-jil-3F11-lr- cii[r"" oii'- iii.iiiil!r !4r oqr $cc'lse3 Fox Michael lutfinglon' r califomir RlFrblcan runntn8 conrracr"'anJ-pjrrl siii,-rnar mosr vorers do nor even' Bhowthlt mo$ rleoplc lre nol swaE ot Ecent .ccon' tor the s€nare, did nir, uniri riairri,r-acHe srspr$ rtc rnoe whal ir i;. Mayb€ rhar rs ehy proressor Jacobsn't-pli$rr|enrs lik€ th. successtut erfons to cur th€_s.owrh r,*rrrr cri". iir"'eii i'"irl"i;';r-;i;,1"n.. has sccono rrroushi; a6out h's decjsion to s€r up aot thc delicil clndidales runnln8 campsigs lr. are At.r lssuer f;ru; h;rweck t;Fonrvatron Bfich, . compurer fredgun conrror, rrade, rh€ budacl and' rr*ays purc oPPonunisB In rerm6 ol whai thev ralk Fla., Joe scartoruuSh, a Repubiiian uouse canoiaare, other vores b€tor€-cona;ess ro s€€ how lhey influmcew rttolt" srld G!ry Jacobson. ! DolluEt tclence prore.- areiar onc rnswir6i cviry ;;sdo'..bout poricy; *r,o r"rs "i"lai. ;rii:l',jiss |s wnen | r'l rhe rmb€t|' ' sor .' lhe ut versirv of clllromia st srn Di.qo. ''Thls wcilare retorrnr ;i *rro,iir &i1 qrg"" rr,.". r"q, r,m nor going to con!-up wro muc',, he sai4 ,,Th".e' yar, they r:ad u. etecroratc rr b.{ng uDFrnfrd€d W . crli 6"rc-ir,-lr|.;r *iiiii"H, iffi,,_ , *",r"r..- votc6 u,on,t have sny €rrect |n any st!ra,,


