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REGAN: cotil,i lsstoN oN JUD|CTAL coNDUcr NEEDS ovERsrGHT

Becauee the State Commiecion on Judicial  Conduct har rhieldedItrelf f 'onr i.dapencta'rt r-eview rry ,..iu.in!-ii 'p-.""iae acccss to itsconfidential recor.ds {or audit, siste taxpa-y"it-*itt have no arsurancethat tlre Corrunissiorr is operatirrg in u fui" ;;,;,r;: State Cornptrolfer-Edvrard V. Regan said today.
"Thc commiccion hac dcnicd our rcqucst for acceee to confidentialrecords and has. refused to prcpose r.giri"ti"n'to,rp*r, its reco^Js t<rmy Off ioe, '  caid Comptroi ler Rcgan.- . i l - ; - ; ;"uf i ,  

,V auditors cannot' <Jelc.rrrirre if lhe c.turri'sion is "l,nftyint *iirr-"-ptil;.:able State lawx arrclreguf  a t ione ,

"Because 
there is- no indcpendcnt rcvicw of the cornmission's rcgvl-ties, it is onerating withotrt appropriate "".irrg'ht, "- tu1;."'iri;."*ril"without 

en effect ive-system ot 'cntcts ond uarinces, t t re potent ialerrsts that the comrnrsiron 'n"u u.-i i lu:i;; i i ; ' . ;aorrty. by _wrongfuirydirmissins complaints asainst iudge, withJut ;";;" unJ,juri if ioJi";:;
f n responding to -t-lrq Comptrollcr,r Officc requcrt for ecccss tor€e'rfrrJ3, commlsslon offlclals Invoked $t" ."ii i iJ,itlallty provlslons ofsections 45 rnd 46 of tie Judi;ia;l*";;i,--"oto"aing to the comp_troller's audit, "providi tttai-ail complaints, correspondence. cornmis-sion proceedidgr and. transcripis theieot, Jtner'Juo.." and data andrecorr js of the cornmission are conf ldenu;t  a; ; 'sf i i t t  not be made avai l_'  

oblc to anYonc other that the iommission.. i t r  der ignated staff  person-nel and i t r  agents in the performance of ineir ; ; ;"  anr l  dut ies., ,
, . The Commis:ion apparcntly- allows c.ertaln or.rtside contractors andthei '  ernproveel occess to conf idcnt iai  inrorrai i ; ; ' ; "  agents of theCcrrr l rr is.s irrrr .  Commission off ic iais inaicatet ' i ia i ' " l iowing such accesswas necessary for the cantractorc to pcrform thcir  rvork.

In order to comply with the laiv.gn{ provide appropriate oversightof a governmentar body, the comp.trorreJr 
-.;;i;; 

requerted that theybc desisnoted alrcnts or tne co*r i rr ion: T;;- ; ; ; i .st  ,nu, denied. Theyarso asked the commrssion to pi ;opos" regisrat ion to provide the comp-trol ler ' r  of f icc accc3s. onse o" l in,  the cornmission refuse,J.

In thcir  lgBg annual repc,r t , .  Cornmission qff ic ials ci te,J simi larprobrems in nlJ-f'-erng abre..to g"in ."i*ii 't.r'*"iial"tiar recorcls incarrving out the. i r  responsibr i t i -"r :  A;; ; ; i i i i  i i " i i , l t  report ,  thecr r ' rn iss ioo  has  been unabre  to 'expedr tousry  ob tarn  requr red  mater ra l
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frqrn records cithcr undcr court sear oJ ,:99 confidsntiar by strtuta-The report atso states. rr,"t no' iuig" ,. tourJt"; i ; f"r;rd from prdper_:insuirv bccausc tt ' t"t . t trgJi r ir ' .", , , i""t . i ,  ," i l r"; ; ; ,  
:?1r ang that anyff l'3 #,,,i,H "d"'.'l t,:f. "*,Umi.*: ff f : ; "'ll ", r., [. ; ii " ; "a ;;

Ccmptroltcr Rcaan said.
"rt is essentiar. tha.t auditors from the Qfrice of the state comp_trotter havs accerc to af f ;;;;;;r- wi,*ii ili"y-.iiii 1'r,r evaruate a pro-srao, oft behatf oj tle i{"iJ.-i;;"il:.r1...Ilt"iiJilir, mogr state asen_cics hovc recoonized tt" c"ipi" i i l l" .r.  authority ani,rne rrrrrr.terrce ofthis concept a,id ,*=_i;rv-'.5.llllt"a.t" ,iiriainJ ,u,, acccss totheir recordg. In h.avang :ccess'to contal. i i" i ' " i .17.r.,  auditors arelf#*.?'t" "t' l; X' 1,"'r1;? L r'j, llf 

t l''n rc g ur. a i n s n "i ij r " r oc i n -q, p u ", r i "
"For 

cxompli, th: State Tax Oeprrtment RLovlrJes arrn aurlitors'ccess to pers'rrat :nc, co,iporut-.'tl, ,.tu.nr. ih;"d;r.tment of cor_rectionar serviccs 
.p'oviae:-ou "- lui i to* with criminri n,r.o"y recordsil#:f TnT.3ii1f 
'I+j,{; 

:i"r,Llii o^.ouicre .ou. .ujjtorr with studentcr"imsi,i*i;;;"*:"jil::l':"i,:,ff [:Ti,'-6:lml"f;,"il:i,T"il?,I
l!i"!.,3jL';i iltll 

to lnowl"5.i'"ii.irrv, that rherr trax dorars arec"uilciio 
'""iu,irir"E?':iil::""#a11ner, ' 

espe"iuiiv'in 
-ircor 

that are not
lhc comot""f lol.made theee commonts in releasing an examinationof the cornmissior,'" firr"it:ai';;;;Jd;"nt practjcer.- eioiton rtatedthot nothine came to^their rtt.nii""n-au"ing ih;;;.l-of thetr reviewto indicate that trre c.,;*rtti"""ill.' .o_t operating in occordance withsound fiscor prac11.-"3.r_no.1.ugrr'l"oi*re 

w€r6 u'n"'utJ',o cornprete their
ffnt:i.- 

aurJit because the co.mri""iu,, ,"i;;;i;;"l" .o ccrtain

- Sinca thc Commisrion was establishcd in . lglg, 
_it  hae reportedly

lll.lii, 
tf;flt#"Tnl1,_1.1 ;,x'i;:;T.'j*".,i.u"f: or rvrricli 7.61s fiti?-d'il"'i;;#ff ;1".;s:,""""1i,*liryrilt:11;,,tiul,gl1*prarnts asainst Statc judgr; ; j 'd5i .orprul l i i ' rJ"i"r i  rown justices.'t h'e commission rnvestrgiili 1;p*._1t of the ffii"-i"t" agairrsr State{ili.ti'J|:.37 

pcrcent 6r $'e *iioi.i.t' .grinrt ioiln-'iu.ti.", durins

.  Aud i to rs  a lso  ind ic : ted . tha t  there  
fppears . to  be  an  inhercn t  con_f lict of in terest,, 

_r.l:_ gJ.r"rirril '"tl T."i s ion _ma ki n g o.o".r, . Thc
i" ::: :iri, lit":' ; ; xll ;{ lh,n:l :: o "- - u' n " i r -. rI" -co,n 

m i ", i o n i scjeterminat fons r rpon "  1 ' "a9" ; i ' ; ; ; ; " ;a"-" ' " i t ,  
can rutc on Ccmm,"r ion
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