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TO: SETH LIPSI(Y, PRESIDENT & EDITOR
THE NEW YORK SUN

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, COORDINATOR
CENTER FOR JUD|C|AL ACCOUNTABILITY, tNC. (CJA)

(Ief ephone: 91 4-421 -1 200)
(Fax: 914-428-4994)

cJA's JULY E, 2002 sroRy pRoposAL, -s@oping'the competition:
Exposing the RealAttomey General spitzer '. nof'the p.R. version"

FROM:

RE:

! 9l-r you for so promptly responding - and by a long-distance call from Maine - to the voice mail messageI left for you this moming_. You set the right eximple fbr your managing editor, f ra Stoif ,-wno; ;;ij*" i;-'respond to my voice mail messages for him on September 13th, 17th, ind tgth, ten me no choice but to turnto you directly.

Jhese three phone calls to Mr. Stoll were themselves prompted by his failure to respond to my August 26thletter to him. Such letter delailed the unprofessional and diiatory bonduct of The Sun's Albany refrrter-aiii
Hammond, in connectiol wifn a July 8th story proposal from oui non-partisan, non-profit citizens,
organization, which Mr. Stoll had directed to him. Mr. Stoll's non-response to this August 26th letter continuedeven afler I sent him a September 6th follow-up letter.

Insasmucfi as you stated that you had not rea-d. theJuly 8th story proposal, ft is e-mailed herewith, along withmy subsequent August 26th and september 6th lettersto tvtr. stoil.

I respec{fully submit that such lgly 8th story proposal offers the kind of media-suppressed publio
interesUpolicy journalism for which The Sun was reborn - and upon which its vitafty iests." (quoting from myAugust 26th letter, at p' 2). Indeed, if you are not so convinced after reading tne Juiy gth story pro6r.i ov L-mail, I respectfully request that you obtain from Mr. Stoll the substantiating T+ pages of enclosures thataccompanied lhe 'hard gopV' of the proposal, as well as the more elrtensive srinslantiating documentation Iprovided to Mr. Hamond when I met with him in Albany on August 1st.

With the greatest difficulty, I have held back from providing the July Eth story proposalto other joumalists
govgring this yeafs elections. I dirl so only because I was determineo that, ii it .it poiriote, I would ,,saven itfor The sun. After ten weeks, however, and with only six weeks remaining to the eiection season, i too"idecided I could wait no longel. Shortly before noon,l called the Associated press and by 3:30 p.m. I had sentit with the story proposal, revised to omit that portion as relates the role played by the press in creating thepresent-day myth of Eliot Spitzer. I sent a similarly revised version to tire itew io* times at +:lO f.-m..-
Let me know if you want me to hoE off in contacting other press. lwould like nothing more than that The Sunshould benefit from the.exrao{inary "scoopu represented 6y the July 8th storv propisai ti.iij iirivi. ;A:-"scoops' can it distinguish itself from the "pack" of other newspapers-and safeluarA its future. 1"S'coopJ,-gentfemen. We need scoops', quote attributed to you in the April 11,2}O2lle-* Vo*-fimes A6ry,;e|-ier amEditor to Tift at Liberal Wndmills",l

I await yotr psponse.


