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To the Editor:

r rwe have good,  qual i ty  judges.  r  th ink r rd take that

as a signif icant accomplishmentrr. That comment by president Bush

is buried in the rniddle of your fulI-page art icle rrselection of

conservat ive Judges rnsures a pres identrs  Legacyr  (7 /L/g2) .

Buried even further is the reali ty behind this so-carred

fraccompl ishmentr r :  L  out  o f  every 6 of  Pres ident  Bushrs jud ic ia l

nominees has been rated rrnot guali f iedrr by a rninority vote of the

Amer ican Bar  Associat ionrs evaluat ing pane1.

we believe the real news story is not the conservative

court bui l t  by President Bush--but the mediocrit ies he has

nominated for  l i fe- t i rne federa l  judgeships.  rndeed,  based.  upon

six months of investigative effort, our grass-roots eit izensr

group recently subrnitted a cri t ique to the Senate Judiciary

Committee documenting the unfitness of one of president Bushrs

nominees to the southern Distr ict of New york. That nominee--

I ike l- out of every 6 others--had received a rrnot l tual i f iedr

minor i ty  ra t ing by the ABAts evaluat ing pane1.

Although your art icle states t in no case has a rnajority



o f  t h e  [ A B A ' s ]  e v a l u a t i n g  p a n e l  f o u n d  a  B u s h  n o m i n e e

ungual i f iedrr ,  our  cr i t igue found no basis  for  the ABAIs rnajor i ty

rating of "quarif iedn for the nominee we studied. rndeed, the

evidence strongly suggests that the ABA's rat ing of that nominee

was not the result of any meaningful investigation at al_1.

our  cr i t ique ra i -ses a r r red f lagr  as to  the fa i rure of

t h e  s c r e e n i n g  p r o c e s s  t o  m a k e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h r e s h o r d

determinations, whichr ds set forth by the ABA itserf, are

directed to the rr integrity, professionar competence, and judiciar

temperamentrr of the prospective norninee.

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d a n g e r  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  s e n a t e

confj-rmation of unfit  nominees to l i fe-t ime federal judgeships,

r^/e have called on the Senate leadership to halt aII judicial

confirmations unti l  an investigation is undertaken and safeguards

put  in  pIace.  This  dramat ic  car l ,  des igned to protect  the pubr ic

from a documented threat, deserves press attention.

we note that appended to your art icle were three

interv iews,  ent i t led r rvo ices:  san Franciscorr  .  None of  the

indiv iduals  in terv iewed had an ins ider ts  knowledge of  nBushrs

choices for the courtrr. Frankly, we do not understand why The

New York Times does not give space to New york voices--

part icularly when those voices have something concrete and

informed to say about the rrquali tyt, of President Bushrs judicial

nominees--and the process that produces them.

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
Coordinator, Ninth Judicial Committee
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