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Te le :  (914 )  997 -81OS /  Fax :  (e r_4 )  6s4_6ss4

By Pr ior i ty  Mai I

June 30,  Lgg2

Arthur  Ochs Sulzberger ,  Jr .
Publ isher
The New york Times
229  Wes t  43 rd  S t ree t
New York,  New york 10036

Dear Mr. Sulzberger:

r t  is  wi th  regret  that  we. .br ing to  your  at tent ion the enclosedcomplaint, f i .red today with tfre l lew- york city Department ofConsumer Af fa i rs .

At the t ine you took over the t i tre of_pubrl_sher, we saved youreditoriar st i te:nent, appearing i"-- in" January 17, L9g2 issue ofThe-New york T ines.  
-  

as yo;  wi l l  recal l ,  you re i terated thepledge made by each 9f .your predecessors wne-n th;t assumed therespons ib i l i t i es  o f  pub l i l he r : -

t rTo g ive the news impar t iar ry ,  wi thout  fear
o r  f avo r r .  rega rd less  o f  any  

-pa r t y ,  
sec t  o rin terest  involved.  r l

rn view of your conrnitnent that rrThe Tirnes wll l  eontinue toadhere to the highest stand.arcl_s 
--of 

journat-isn .na business tow h i c h  i t  h a s _ a r w i y s  h e r d  i t s e r r , , r - r i - w o u r d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  w h a tthose standards are.

rndeed,  w€ would arso welcome an oppor tuni ty  to  d l_scuss wl th  youthe real i ty  o f  The Timesr  coverage 
-ot  

major ; " ; ;  = l " i i "=  d i rect rya f fec t i ng  the  pub l i c  i nEeres t .

Very t ru ly yours,

Enclosures:
( a )  6 / 3 0 / e 2
( b )  r / 1 7  / e 2

It r
NYT

€:Ce4s\€qK=g=ys 6ZJ\/^
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
Coordinator, Ninth Judlcial Cornmlttee

!9.HVe Dept .  o f  eonsuner  Af fa i rs
Edi tor ia l  s ta tement  f rFrom the publLsherr l
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From The Pubiisher
It has been four generadons smce Adoiph S.Ochs laid down the pleclpts *rat frave successfuilyguided rhe New v6rt rime;-ilil;rs. Thoseprinciples have been carned forward with distinc_tion by my grandfag"j, AA;; ilr", !**rr"r,my uncle, Orvil E. I

odr,r srril;;.- 
'r]noos' and mv fatber, Arthur

Eactr of these men, rn their message upon beingnamed publisher. ouored the;1";;ffi;:6chs madewhen he took the helm of The Times:
To give the news impartiail."_, without
fear or favor. regard.r).ess ii oir,'iirrl,sect or intereil involved..

Each remained farthful to those words and thespirir behind them.

To follow in such footsreps is both a grear honorand. a ciaundng challenge. J piedge tt "l ilin rhe aidof the men and womau ir is, n. i-i."r'il,,*i;ffi"",T':.g:XJ iJff:higb standards of journatism and Uusiili to wnrcnit has always held rtself.
___ Il assuming the duries of this office, I remain
9:19tut for. the gurdance ttrar i,as Uee-n and willcondnue.to be given ro me by m1, tattrer. While herelinquishes rhe ritle oi pubii;he;, i," ,"i"i", rhar ofCharrman and Chief Execurtve-oti.i"uI. li'ir," ru"*
.York Times Compan1,. Ir gives rn. g."!i.r.forr toknow that his presenie and counsel will conrrnue foryears to come.

/
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We are wr i t ing you to  protect
m i s l e a d i n g  a d v e r t i s i n g -  c l a i m

By  Fax  and  Ma i I

June  3O,  L992

Mark Green,  Commiss ioner
N .Y .C .  Depar tmen t  o f  Consuner  A f fa i r s
42 Broadway-8th F loor
New York,  New York 10004

Dear Comnissioner Green:

the publ ic  f rom the fa lse and
made  by  New yo rk ' s  l ead ing

For years, The Tirnes has been considered a ne$rspaper of record--a
reputat ion i t .act ive ly  promotes through i ts  t ront ipage mot to ' rAI l
t he  News  Tha t . s  F i t  t o  p r i n t r r

such mot to not  on ly  i rnp l ies . that  The Times is  cornpet i t ive ly
super ior  to  ner^ /spapers not  making t t ra t  c fa i rn ,  uut  consl i tu te"  . .a f  f  i rmat ive representat ion t9  t l ie  pubt ic  t t ia i  

-p , , , i "n .="  
of  The

T+T"= prov ides a l r  in format ion meel ing objecr i i " - ; ; ; " ia= 
*" i

f i tness--and that .  anyth ing re jected uy-  i t  t " i  l "ur icat ion lo""no t  nee t  t hose  ob jec t i ve  s tandards .

TI re T imes nowhere sets  for th  i ts  cr i t l r la  for  determin ing thef i t ness  o f  t hg  news  i t  p r i n t s .  rn  v iew  o f  The  T imes r  obv iousspace l in i ta t i_o. t " ,  we p iesume such cr i ter ia  is  t r^ro- fo ld :  newswhich the pubr ic  not  onry has a r ight  to  know, but  which i t ,needs  to  know to  p ro tec t  i t se l f  and  t6  p rese rve  the  i n t . g r i t y ; ;
our  democrat ic  system.

As.  shown by our  June 14th ret ter  to  Max Franker ,  Execut iveEdi tor  o f  The New Ygrk T i rnes,  the Ninth Judic ia l  c" rnr i t tE; - ; ;Ght
t9 know why The Times would not  repor t  inrormat ion bear ing 

-on
the  pub r i c  i n te res t  i n  a  qua r i l y  j ua i c i i i y - -  ano  i n  theaccoun tab i l i t y  o f  e lec ted  o f f i c i l l r - - i r es iden t  e ; sh  and  sena to rDrAmato among them. To substant ia te the ser iousness of  thes t o r y  a n d  t ! "  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  o u r  i n q u i r y ,  

-  - , "  
e n c r o s e dcomprehensive documentation.

nehrspaper ,  The New york T imes.
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Mr. Frankel  p:""Tp.tor i ly  re i terated Th_e .Tirnes, reject ion of  thesrorv. A copy or his tar;;-;;;J-iitri"r"cF1= -.:,.,ri"*"o. 
As youcan see, Mr.  Franker makes the stat lment:  , , tne mal"r , .u,  you of ferus does not add up to an art ic le fo i - fne f ime"i i .  This leads tothe inference that our mater iar  n.= not met the . ,Ar l  the NewsThat rs  F i t  to  p r in t r  s tanAara .  

- - - -ye t  
Mr .  f i i . , f " f  o f  fe rs  no

:: : tu"uaion 
as ro whar t r rat  srandard i ;  and decr i ; ; ;  to neet wi th

we submit  that  any object ive.  review of  the mater iar  we providedto Mr.  Frankel  sTows 
- that  

i t  "" i  " r , iv  represents the k ind ofmeaninsful  infornar ion i r rat  rh;-  p" i l i r_ ; ; ; ; ; . - ; "  know, burdocuments a rnajor nationai- 
*"-rv-. 

o?no""a, 
the very fact thatthis national 

- Jtory oerives rrorn' the ltew york scene shourd havemade i t  arr  the rno-re s iqnir ic in l  ; ; ;  in.  rn"--r i iJr) .  " r , ioyins asi t  does a nat ional  " i i , i " rut ion,  "rr i r "  preserving rcs New yorkname and ident i ty.

Moreoverr w€ have conpared articres publishgd by T_e__times in thesix-week per iod s ince " .  f  i rst  
-=iugt 

t  i ts  
' "o i - rug..  

Based
3i3li"il; =':" jtJJf.re ither : ""1 ir i.at-i?n" nor ba s i " upon wh i ch ;;;;

rndeed '  in  add i t ion  to  i t ,1 -9 - . i . } -v  rNat ionar , r  and,Met ro 'pages ,The Times arso runs a rr ic lay i iuu,  
" iJg", , ,  

as ," t t - '  . "  a sundayrrwestchesterr section--rnlr" ' thir 
r,""l _ ..gt t- t """ appropriaterybeen featured--had rhe r imes been guided by i ts motto.

r t  is  noteworthy that  immediatery for lowing our submission of  theident icar mater- iar  t "  
- -G"-rork -  

^uqi- i r " ,  that  pubr icat ion madei r  rhe subjecr of  i ts  Gi l_G " ;1; ; , i r .11err i ! " r , " " r , ,pase (p.7)  of  i ts  June 22nd issue.  Tha. t  i teml-  ent i t red ; i i "a .nt iars  cap:The  case  o f  
l l : _ I i : s i ng  fases ' , _ -on i y '  r i sc ra tched  the  su r face , r  o fthis extraordinqry news story.. Howeierr w€ see no reason why TheTimesr  readership shourd le  oepr ivea "d even that  r imi ted amounto f  r rnews  f  i t  t o  p r i n t r , .

The.  T imes t r_^: : :_  only  a publ ic  inst i tu t io_n,  but  a  pr ivatebusiness enterpr ise.  as suc-h,  i t  * . r=[  u"  herd to- tne s tandardappl  ied to  other  bus inesses in  tne=Etv ; ; -  N" ; -  york__namely,

; i l i?. :"  
advert isins and avoidan""- or-rr:aud "; ; ;  t ie consumins
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Enelosures :

Very t ru ly yours,

€G/?a Z{Zthdlscy.�.v\f
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
coordinator, Ninth Judicrar conmittee

( . "1  oyf  6 / r4 /s2 t t r  to  Max Frankel(b)  ar l  encrosures suppor t ing our  r t r  to  Mr.  Franker( c )  M r .  F r a n k e l ' s  e T t b i S Z  r e s p o n s e
(d )  New York  magaz ine , '  e t z i / g2 ,  r f  r n te l l i genees , ,

J u n e  3 0 ,  L 9 g 2

rn  l ight  o f  t -h" - - foregorng,  y : - .?r r  upon you,  as comniss ioner  o fthe Depar tnent  o f  cor isun6r .  a f fa i i " ,  
- i ; ' conduct  

an invest igat ronto determine whether rrr" ri!." =rr"-rjra"ie free to inJuce purchase
:f"'*: 'J"il, i5iP="',;;u.ffi}"..J,]i irJrv,,="-or.i;=motto''Al1

cc:  The New york T imes
New york post
New york Dai ly  News
New york Newsday
The New york Observer
The  V i l l age  Vo ice
New yo rk  Magaz ine
Fa i rness  &  Accu racy  l n  Repor t i ng  (FA IR)


