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General Counsel
The New York Law Publishing Co.
345 Park Avenue South
New York, New York 10010

Re: Center for Judicial
Accountabi I ity Advertisenent

Dear  A I :

I enclose an ad that ran on page 9 of the New York
Law Journal on November 1, 1.994. The ad states that i t  was
ffReprinted from the oct . 26, L994 Op-Ed page of THE NEW YORK
TrMES.rr  Whi le  th is  is  l i tera l ly  t rue,  i t  is  qu i te
nisleading. Your readers l ikely assumed that the text of
the ad appeared in the opinion columns of The Times. In
fact, the advert isement was only that. To al low the
advert iser to trade on the prestige and authority of the
op-Ed page in this way did us and your readers a disservice.

SENDER'S DIRECT
TELEPHONE NUMBER:

(212) s56- 1882

FAX NUMBER:
(212) 556-4634

THE NEW YORK TIMES COMPANY
LEGAL DEPARTMENT
229 WEST 43 STREET
NEW YORK. N.Y 10036

Sincere ly ,

n
/l/-
Adan Liptak

l l a
Enclosure

c c  w / e n c . : Mike Levitas
Center for Judicial Accountabil i ty
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Reprinted from the Oct' 26' lgXt Op-Ed page of THE NEW YORK TIMES

Where Do You Go

When Iudges Break the Law?

On Junc 14, l99l' a New York Statc court

suspended an attorncy's license to practice law-

immediately, inilefinitely and unconditionally' Thc

a[orn€y was suspended with no notice of chargcs'

no hearing, no findings of professional misconduct

and no ,J*n.. All this violates the law and thc

court's o'*n exPlicit rules'

Today, more than threc years later' thc sus-

pension remains in effect, and tne co^u1 rcfuscs evcn

to provide a hearing as to the basis of the susPcnslon'

No appcllate review has bcen allowed'

Can this really happcn hcre in America? lt

not onlY can, it did.

Th" ",,orn"y is Doris L' Sassower' renowncd

nationally as a pioneer of cqual righs and family law

reform. with a distinguishcd 35-year carecr at thc

bar. When the court suspended hcr' Sassower was

pro borwcounscl in a landmark voting righs casc'

The case challenged a political deal involving thc

"cross-endorsement" of judicial candidates thal ws

imple mented at illcgally conductcd nominatingcon-

ventions.
Cross-cndorsemcnt is a bartcring schcmc by

RoM rHE wev the cunent electoral raccs art

,t "ping up, you'd think judicialcomrption isn't

an issue in New York' Oh, reallY?

which opposing political parties nominate thc srmc

candidates for public officc, virtually Suarantcllnt

their election. Thcsc 'no contcsl- dcals frequcntly

involve powerful judgcshipo and turn votcrs into I

rubbcr stamp, subvcrting the dcmocratic proccss In

New York and othcr statcg ludicial c'ross cndorsc'

ment is a waY of lifc.

Onc such dcal was actually put into wnttng tn

1989. Democratic and Republican party bosscsdcalt

out seven judgcships ovcr a threc'ycar pcriod' "Thc

Deal- also included a provision thal onc cross'

cndorscd candidate would bc'elcctcd" to a Itt'ycer

judicial tcrm, thcn resign eight months. aftcr taking

ihc bcnch in order to bc'elccted" to a diffcrcnl' rnorc

patronagc-rich judgcship. Thc result was a musical'

.h"ir, .u"".."ion of ncw judicial vacancics for othcr

cross-endorsed candidatcs to fill'

Doris Sassowcr filcd a zuit to stop this scem'

Other cross'endorscd brethrcn on thc bench thcn

viciously retaliated against her by suspending her

law licensc, putting her out of business overnlS'nL

Our statc law provides ciiizens a remedy to

ensure indepcnd€nt review of governmental mis-

condust. Sassower pursued this remedy by a sepa'

ratc lawsuit apinst thc judges who suspe nded her

licensc.
That remcdy was destroyed by those ju$8es

who, once again, disobcyed the law - this timc' the

law prohibiring a judgc frorn deciding a casc to

which he is a party and in which he has an interest'

Predictably, the judges dismissed thc casc agarnst

thcmsclves.
Ncw York's Anorncy Gcncral' whosc job

includcs defcnding satc judgcs sucd for wrongdo-

ing, arglcd to our slalc's hi8h6t court that therc

,t[utO-bc no appcllarc revicw of thc judgcs' sclf-

intcrcstcd dccision in thcir own favor'

l:sl month, our state's highcs ctuf| - on

which cross-endorscd judgcs sit - dcnicd Sassowcr

any ri ght of appcal' rurnin g i ts back on thc most basic

tcgat principtc that'no man shall bG thc judgc of his

oJn causc.- ln thc proccss, that court gavc is lates

dcmonstration that judgcs and high-ranking statc

offrcials arc abovc thc law'

Threc yean ago this wcck' Doris Srsowcr

wrDtG lo Govcnror Cuorno asking him to apPoint a

spccid Prosccutor to invcstigatc thc documcntcd

cvi&ttcc of lawlcss conduct by judgcs and thc retal-

iatory suspcnsion of hcr liccnsc' He refused' Now'

all gate rcmcdics havc bocn exhausted'

Thcrc is still timc in the clcing days bcforc

thc clccrion to dcmand that candidates for Covernor

and Attorncy Gcncnl addrcss thc issuc of judicid

corruption, which is real and ramPant in this stetc'

Whcrc do you go wlrcn judgcs brcak thc law?

You go Publb.
dntrt us with horror gorics of yorr own'
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but paid a heavy price for hcr rolc as a judicial TEL(9r4)4:11-r2oo' FA)(P14)68+65s4

whistle-blower. Judgcs who wcrc thcmselvcs thc E-[lAlL prooqro(Nc'ph''cqn

produqts of qross-endorscmc.nt duppg1 thc ; * ?'"tqtt 
*iar ' wtrtc Ptairs' NY 10605

rm anu tr jrronr, ^*rrrr;; E hJr.tffit.ld, tp*rrrttl�lln' Ea-F'{rtt,til cituttt-' ogJ�tizttffl

reisino oubric conscio'srg.n tt 6& or.i* t- law un gcc away vath il'
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