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November 27, L996

Gene Roberts, Managi-ng Editor
The New York Times
229 West  43rd Street
New York,  New York 10036

Dear Mr. Roberts! .

This letter forrows ny telephone call  to your off ice at
approximalery L:30 this afternoon, irnrnediatery after ny phone
conversation with Bil l  Borders, a Times newsJditor unaLr your
supervision. Mr. Borders treatment of me was so abusive and
unprofessional that I was--and am--I i teral ly shaking.

Mr. Bordersr comnents to [€r in what lvas our f irst and onry
conversation, included the fol lowing:

rrWhy donrt you get a job and do something?rl

trwhy donrt you stop carl ing peopre here and leave us
alone?r l

rrwe would l ike you to stop carl ing us and stop sending
us these thingst;

rrwe want you to terminate your relationship with The
Timesr l

r rYou are bother ing a lot  o f  peoplen.

These extraordinary and unprovoked comments were delivered by Mr.
Borders in the course of a phone conversation that lasted no more
than ten minutes--i f  that--and were by way of his disposing of a
fonnal complaint we had f i led against The Times f ive weeks igo.

The sole reason for rny telephoning Mr. Borders today was because
we had heard nothing from him in the f ive weeks since we hand-
delivered our cornplaint and learned that i t  had been directed to
h in.  rn  a l l  th is  t ime,  Mr.  Borders nei ther  sent  us a ret ter
acknowledging our complaint nor informing us of i ts disposit ion.
rndeed, Mr. Borders did not deny that had r not terephoned hirn,
he was not intending to respond to our complaint at alr.
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our complaint, transuritted to The Tirnes under an October 21stcoverletter, consisted of- our. - 23-page submission to erojeci
Censored. Mr. Borders told me that he- doesnrt know what rrojeci
censored is  and that  he is  tnot  especia l ly  in terestedr .

FYr, Project censored is a Journallsrn project run out of the
university of cal i fornia i t  sonoma, 

- 
wli ich exarnines ;Ji;

cenporship o_f  major  news stor ies and each year  accepts
norninations of top censored stories. our 23-page 

-submission'to

Project censored chronicled The Timesr suppre==io-n or obj-- i i ;" i t
s ign i f icant  news stor ies re la t ing t ; -  the dys iunct ion andpolit icization - of judicial selecti-on and disci 'pl ine .na it ;
black-ball ing behavior toward us. seven documentary conpendia
supported our submission, containing cGpie-es ;f ; ; ;  "ort"=pondence
with The Tirnes over a period of six ye-ars, €ls werr as p-ert inent
Timesr  ar t ic les and edi tor ia ls

our october 2lst coverretter expressry reguested that our
complaint against The Tirnes and spEEiric ri-rnes reporters be
brough!, to your attention--and thet of t tr.  sutzbirger, Mr.
Lelyverd, and Mr. oreskes. rndeed., the complain€ its"i i
contained that express request (page 23, fn 14) .

Mr. Borders refused to state whether you, the other Times
editorsr or Mt: Sulzberger had seen the 6omplaint and he tro"Id
not identify whether the specif ic reporterJ identif ied in ;; ;
coverletter had been contacted for their comment in connection
therewith.

rnstead, Mr. Borders alr but told me that our cornpraint was
garbage. Perenptori ly and without elaboration, he stated that
he doesnr t  r rshare.  Iour ]  v iewpoint  on th ingsn,  that  he has rno
further interest in tourl case against th-e i inesrr, and calledrrbizarrerr our cornplaint that the r imes rraa "engaged in a ";; ; ; :
up r r .

rt  was as r attempted to discuss our complaLnt and lts
documentary substantiat ion with Mr. Borders that he assaulted me
wi th the b l izzard of  ad hominem insul t ing responses that  are
recited above and poseaEe srrocxingry peculiar qi i"=i ioru

rrWhat do you really want?rl

Anyone reading our compraint knows precisely what we want, and rrepeated it  to Mr. Borders: we want to ensure that oUielt ivefy
signif icant stories about the dysfunction and corruit ion ; i
essential gove_rnmental processes are . reported by rhl r irnes,
rather than deliberatery suppressed by i t ,  which iJ wnat we nave
documented.
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Although I asked Mr. Borders to transmit our cornpla!.nt and
supporting docurnentation to you, he explicit ty refused to answer
whether he wourd. For that matter, he explicit ty refused to
t ransfer  ny ca l l  to  your  of f ice--necessi ta t ing ny phoning d i rect .

r respectfulry reguest that your as Mr. Bordersr superior, obtain
our conplaint and supporting documentation from 

-nirn 
so as a;

ascertaj-n for yogrself i ts profound serj-ousness and how utteriy
disserved The Times is in reposing any responsibir i ty i ;-M;:
Bordersr dishonest hands.

Time is of the essence. Mr. Borders explicit ly stated he did not
want any Addit ional inforrnation from ne bearing upon the kind of
news stories we have been unsuccessful ly tryin! to get The Tirnes
to report on. r would hope that you witr ue irore ir"=poiffi
rndeed, nearly two years d9o, Rarph Nader assured me you wourd
be- Perhaps you reca1l ny January 17, L995 letter addressed to
you--a copy of which we also sent to Mr. oreskes because Mr.
Nader believed that he too would be rrresponsiverl

so as not to lose any more precious t ime, r enclose a copy of our
three le t ters  to  Mr.  Oreskes last  week (Exhib i ts  rA l ,  r r ! -n ,  r rC, , ) ,
fol lowing.publication in the November L6th Times of our f,ett l i
to the Editor, t ton choosing Judges, pataki creates problemstr--ds
lhe lead Letter. We have received no response from Mr. oreskes
to that correspondence. Meantine, todayti New york Law Journal
features a front-page notice about aaait ion
judicial vacancies to be processed by the cover-n-or,s so-calledrl lepgolary judicial screening cornnitteer--a copy is encrosed
(Exh ib i t  r rD r r ) .

Happy Thanksgiving.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

&rc€a
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountabil i ty, Inc.

Enclosures

cc: Michael Oreskes, NyT Metro Editor
NYT corporate communications/corporate Rerations :

Att: Nancy Chan
Nancy Nie lson

Ralph Nader
Pro ject  Censored
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Update

ral. lhouoand attorneys face
:nston in the First Depinment
rse ot .their failure to register
the Olfice of Court Adminis_
n or pay their biennial regis_
n  fees ,  t he  Depa r tmen ta l
,trnu.y_ Conrmittee reported
qay.  I 'he commit tee said i t
rpty-to the Appellate Division
order of suspension Dec. l7' there is compliance. Details

r under Court Notes on page'ng wirh the alphabeticat- l i j t-
rne trrst group of attorneys in
on of the registration oi fee
3ments.

e Qulnlan, a veteran prose-
trom, Buffalo, has been ap-
- , o ,_ rn . "  Depu ty  A t to rney
.l rn charge of the State Oi-
I Crime Task Force by Attor-
eneral Dcnnis Vacio. Mr.
r, who served for more than
,s.as .an- Erie County prose-
totned the Attorney Gener-
rce_ tast year and has been
1 the special unit to assist
ose^crrtors with death penal-
s .  r - r t r rs topher euinn,  the
ln .charge of  the Cr iminal

l who has been acting head
asK torce since August, wil l
ln charge of thc Criminal

l .

rpellale Dlvlelon, Second
rent, has disbarred John J.
/,  a Goshen attorney, for
rg cl ient matters, Iai l ing to
te with an investigatioi of
uct-by the Grievance Com-
rd  the  f raudu len t  use  o f  h is

Goyernor pataH announced hls
l :Ml l 'y .  Judic iar  Screening
L_ommitte.e is seeking applicanti
ror lnterim bench appointments
rnroughout the metropolitan area
ano In upstate courts. The vacan-
cies are in Supreme Court, Brook_
lyl.ald Staten Island, Nassau and
Julork counties and the Eighth Ju-diciat^District, which incluJes Buf-rato. Uther vacancies for one-year
terms are in Niagara and Suifolk
Loun ty  Fami l y  Cou r t s ;  Coun tv
uourt for Nassau, Sullivan, Wesi-
cnes te r  and  Mad ison ;  S teuben
:9YntY. SurroSate; and Court ofLralms ln Long Island City, a term
running unt i l  August  2-000.  Re_sumes should be faxed by Dec. 6 toThomas Doherty, ttre Governoris
appo-lntments secretary, at (5lg)
473-8114. The commilree earlier
anno.unced it was screening for va-
cancies on the Appellate 

-Divirion

lor the First, Second and Fourth
uepartments.

Nlcholae Blraell, the former New
Jersey prosecutor who became arugttlve last week from a possible
l9l"q: prison, rerm, fatairy ;l;
ntmseil yesterday in a casino-hotel
room. ln Laughlin, Nev., as U.S.marshals tried to persuade him tosurrender.  The 49-year-o ld ex_prosecutor  shot  h imsel f  in  themouth as a marshal entered his ho-tel room, a medical examiner said.
Mr..rttssell f led house arrest Nov.
.ry, l"o days before sentencing on
ll:r- 

t".9:r:, conviction ro, .or"rup-_
uon, tax fraud and other charges.

s escrow account. At tle Guldo Catabreel, the Second Cir_te, his father and law part- cuit CourtlT-l ' ipeul, judge, wil l.iam J. Connolly, was sus- aeriue, ttre 
"i.frtoro 

Lecture Mon-or one year for his role.in day at Z ;.;.; ih"" City Bar. He wilt)w-accortnt  f raud.  The r t rs-__--_.ch1ut-^n . . r  i r_^_r--
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Discoveryof policeF
Witness Accounts, Inuestipatiue f-- _--Mate;iiiiJoinbb undi#yfL [ 1nn"

!Y OAIY IPEXCEF

ALBANY - Openinc a new avenue for crimlnal discov-
:9, .ll: .9"qt or appeits * r "o v."t*oii 

-t.n",i,l"runo 
" n t,can use rhe Freedom of Informaiio" L";i;';;i;in wirness

;':tlii$'and 
other investigative il;;"iffi from po-

The Court reversed th5: Appellafe Division, First Depart-ment, in a 6-l opinion uv j,iog. c"ir"i"iliu.n"mp Ci-
t1l:1, _hording.-that cohprai"nt ;;il;;;T"ports and
3i,':ff.l'Tfl. #ti "" i"o,*:,:ifil;il, if e*"'" p t r,o,n

"We recognize that oetitio""r, ,""f. documents relatingto their own criminal o-roceedings "nJif,ii.O-ir.tosure of
ll*j::yL"nts is gove_rnio,.gu"p."rry-dy Iri arricIe 240as weu as the Rosorio yd^Blady;i;# ihe Court said,"However, 

insofar as the c.i;i,iui;;;J";" Law does
::1.:I:ifi."ily prectude d"r"noint, iir."l"Li"e rheseqocuments under FOIL, we.cannot ,"uO ,u"t, iiategoricalttmitation into the statute.,,

In other decisions. the Court.u-pheld a $l lniltion awardto former U.S. Attornev General.Nichof* liot#nnach andLee H. Kimmeil, a for-mer member "i S"friii"i Brothers,for their losses in a Catifornia in".rtrcii. Ini.it ,"u".r"0a $500,000 restitution order in ".ri.i".i .it"Uecause the
ffiTlfi", 

was not given an opportunity-iJ.Iontest the
The FOIL issue arose 

iq a tf9 of cases in which the NewYork City potice Deoartment had ;;;il';;;:;dants ac-cess to complaint tbllow-up reports, wtl ict '. iontain Oe_tailed investigative data "nd rt"ie*entr'oi *jtll"r"., "nc
l_"li:" ac.tivity togs, in wrricn ln-o Ji;i;J' ;;i:,;., recordrnerr assignments and duties.

Council's Creation of Board
On Police Cornrption OeU*eO
BY DAxrEt w|sE €c 

ub I ' 
qinute arguments made ir nlein lhr,

,,_JIe B.AT[LE1 between Mayor Giu-j111! q$ the Ciry Councit 6u", t-r,"Louncrt's. creation of an inOepenOeni

.llll,"t" arguments made it plain thatvtrat principles were at siate. Mr.nopaell, referring to tt," finOing"'oipo.rice corruption resulting tol" I[WO-Vear Drnlre ]ra^,{^r r-- ,

I Hetc
and police a
from disclos

cogeneratior
representati<
bach and I
prolect in Si

I Unan
tution order I
a podiatrist
Medicaid cla
opportunity I

Legal Aid att<
sented one of tt
brief on behalf <
jecting these do<
obtain informati,
discovery, inclu<
be called at trial.
t ion earlier.
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