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HOW THE GOVERNOR APPOINTS AND THE SENATE CONFTRMS OUR
STATE JUDGES

Two weeks i9o, Governor Pataki announced his nomination of 26
state court judges. Those nominations are the product of a
completely secret behind-closed-doors process.

Purportedry, the Governor relies on a frTemporary Judicial
screening committeetr to review the quarif ications of his
nominees. However, no information is pubricly avairabre as to
!h" Temporary Judicial Screening Committeers menbers, other than
its chairman--or the procedures it  emproys. we know--since we
spent an extraordinary amount of time and money over the past six
months, in phone carls, faxes, and retters to the Governorrs
off ice trying to get that information--arr to no avair.

Our on-Eoing and repeated inquiries to the Governorrs office
have not been sirnply academic. Two months a9o, forlorring report
in the New York Lqw Joufnal that the Temporary Judiciat s6ree^ning
committee was interviewing Judge , luanita Bing Newton for
reappointment to the Court of Clainsr w€ left several messages
for the committee with the Governorrs off ice. Atthough we
notif ied i t  that we had information bearing adversely upon Judge
Newtonts jud ic ia t  qual i f icat ions,  there was no fo l low-up response
from anyone. we then wrote to the Governorrs counsel, by t l t ter
dated Apr i l  29, .1996,  adv is ing h im of  th is  non-response f rorn the
Temporary Judic iar  screening commit tee.  The predic tabte
response,  again,  was re response.

{or, Judge J_uanita Bing Newton--whose unfitness we sought to
demonstrate for the Temporary Judicial Screening cornnitt-ee--is
among the Governorrs  26 nominees.

However, the story doesnrt end there

This week, the State Senate confirmed some of these nominees,
fol lowing rrmockrr hearings. Next week there wilI  be rrmockil
hearings as to the rnajority, with their Senate confirmation
immediately fol lowing. Among those who wil l  be confirmed: ;nag"
Juanita Bing Newton.
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what is the format for the trmocki hearings on the honLnees, held
by the Senate Judiciary Cornnittee? The public is not permitted
to part icipate. rt  is only al lowed to oblerve whilE Ene members
of the Connittee purport to question the nominees.

And, what of our objection to confirmation of Judge Newton--of
which we inforned the Senate Judiciary Comrnittee by 

-letter 
to its

counsel dated Apri l  18, L996? That opposit ion, resting on Judge
Newtonrs betrayar of the pubric trust in her capaCity as a
judicial member of the New York State Commission on Juaiciat
conduct, i=, i l  every respect, disposit ive of the fact that Judge
Newton is  unf i t  for  any jud ic ia l  o f f ice.

However, the senate Judiciary committeers counsel has Just
inforrned us that he has not rnade our letter opposition knowi to
the senate Judiciary committee members, that he wilr not
distribute it to them, and that it is up to us to contact theE
members of the senate Judiciary committee individualry.

fn such fashion, the members of the Senate Judiciary Cornmittee
a re  p reven ted  f rom know ing  abou t  ou r  subs tan t i a r  and
substantiated opposit ion to Judge Newtonrs confirmation and from
dever-oping from it invaluabre l ines of questioning at the
hearing--unless we undertake the extrernely oneroris, t ime-
consuming, and costl.y burden of cornrnunicating individuaj-fy with
them. such burden is even more onerous, costry, and unfelsible
by virtue of the short-notice we have ueen given of such
procedure--which has no purpose other than to make it impossible
for the pubric to present opposit ion to judicial nominees.

Because of the. secrecy and deliberately-created diff iculty in
opposing a nonination, we berieve that our opposit ion to t:uage
Newton marks the first tine a gubernatorial appointrnent to tne
bench in this state has been charrenged. cerl l inly, i t  is the
first t irne in the l i fe of the pataki administration. 

-

we intend to go up to Arbany on l{onday and go door-to-door to the
senators, distr ibuting Letters as to our specif ic opposit ion to
the confirmation of Judge Juanita Bing Newton, as 

-*err 
as our

principled opposit ion to aII of the covernorrs other nominations
because of the phantom nature of his Temporary Judicial Screening
Comnittee and its secretive procedures.

The confirmation rrhearingn on Judge NewtonIs nomination is
Tuesday,  9 :30 a.m.- -wi th  {ne pro for i ra  Senate conf i rmat ion vote
later that day.

Your coverage wil l  not only make the difference--but wil l  open
the publicIs eyes to the self- interested rrhorse-trader in
judgeships that goes on in Albany--at the peoprers expense.
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