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Letters to the Editor
The New York Times
229 West  43rd Street
New York, New York l-0036

Att: ceorge Gustines

Dear George:

Thanks for reconsidering publication on the important issue about
the .process by which our federal judges are norninated and
confirmed. It  would be a disservice to the public i f  Chairman
Hatch had rrthe last word!!!

Encrosed is our Letter to the Editor (3rd version), for
publication under my motherrs name as Director of the Center for
Judicial Accountabil i ty, Inc. Just as you entit led our previous
retter rron choosing Judges, pataki creates problemsn e/r6/g6) ,
th is  one might  wel l  be ent i t ledrron Conf i r rn ing Judges,  the senate
Creates Problemsrr !

For your convenience, enclosed is a copy of senate Judiciary
Comrnittee Chairrnan Hatchts Letter to the Editor, which The Timei
published rast .wednesday, February L9th, as werr as €hE-G
article about hj-m and the ABA, which appeared on the same aay.

AIso enclosed is the Tirnes editorial of February L4th rToo Many
Federa l  Cour t  Vacanciesrr .

Yours for a quali ty judiciary,

€Zz.:tg-_�

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, COORDINATOR
Center  fo r  Jud ic ia l  Accountab i l i t y ,  Inc .

Enclosure
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Letters to the Editor
The New York Times
229 WesE 43rd Street
New York, New York l_0036

Dear Editor:

fn his Feb. l-9 letter, Republican Senate Judiciary

Chairman Hatch proclaims he wil l  rrcontinue to oversee a fair

confirmation processrr, f i l l ing our federal courts with nquali f ied

judgesrr. rn a separate Feb. 1-9 art icle, he repeats his recurrent

assert ion rrthat the t inre has come...to decide what rore, i f  any

Ithe American Bar Association] should play in the Senate judicial

conf irmation process. rl

This is rhetoricaL hype. Except ln the raiest cases,

senate confirmation of our judicial nominees is not about

quarif ications. rt is about poli t ical trading between the

senators. rt  is the senators, after arr, who are responsible for

reconrmending the nominee to the president in the first place--

not necessari ly for reasons having to do with professional

guar i f icat ions.  rn  r r r t l l  scratch your  back,  you scratch miner l

fashion, Senators go to great lengths to avoid scrutinizing the

guali f ications of other senator-sponsored nominees, lest the

qualifications of the nominees they have sponsored be
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scrutinized. Besides, their votes on judicial confirnations are

an easy barter for votes of other Senators on more concrete

projects and issues for their constituents back horne. Thus, the

senate leadership, both Republican and Democratic, nair down

judicial confirmations in runanimous eonsentrr agreements,

hammered out behind-closed-doors. The result, evident in the

second session of the lo4th congress, is that all of the L7

judicial confirmations were without any debate or vote on the

Senate floor.

Last year, before even one of the L7 judicial nominees

hrere confirmed, our non-partisan citizens organization nade a

written presentation to Chairman Hatch and the Republican and

DemocratLc Senate leadershlp. ft docurnented the breakdown of

pre-nomination ABA screening and post-nomination Senate Judiciary

commit tee screening of  federal  judic ia l  norninees. Such

breakdown, we demonstrated, vras not accidentar or in good-faith,

but knowing and deliberate. This included the wilful conduct of

Chairrran Hatch in subverting the integrity of the confirmation

process, including any semblance of fairness, proper procedure,

and democratic participation, and in .covering up for the ABA.

Based upon that documentary presentation, the public

was entit led to a moratorium of al l  judicial confirmations,

pending an of f ic ia l  invest igat ion.  'Th is  
is  what  we cal led for .
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The response? we never heard from the chairman Hatch or the

senate readership, fron either side of the ais1e. r trs hard to

address concrete evidence and they were busy with their

closed-door judicial confirrnation agreements.

bn,r-aW4G\--.,
DORrS L. SASSOI{ER, DTRECTOR
Center for Judicial Accountabil i ty, Ine.


