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Themostsalientaspectsof this storyproposalcan be independently
verified
within a few hours. Theresultwouldrightfully endMr. Spitzer'sre-election
prospects,political future, and legal career. Its repercussions
on Governor
Patakiwouldbe similarly devastating.

Repeatedly, public is told that Eliot Spitzeris a "shoe-in"for re-electionas Afforney
-th.
General'and a rising starin the DemocraticPartywith a future as Governorand possibly
President2.The reasonfor suchfavorableview is simple. The presshasnot balancedits
coverage
of lawsuitsandotheractionsinitiatedbyMr. Spitzer,promotedby his pressreleases
andpressconferences,
with any coverageof lawsuitsdefendedbyMr. Spitzer.This,despite
the fact that defensivelitigationis the "lion's sha.re"of whatthe Attorniy Generaldoes.

],,CourtofCtairyJudgetoFaceSpitzef,,@,Mayl5,2002,JohnCaher'Daniel
Wise),quotingMauriceCanoll,Directorof QuinnipiacCollegePollingInstitute;"Spitzer
hasturnedoui to b" u
verygoodpolitician,andheisjust not vulnerable";"[Gov. Pataki]couldpick theFather,SonandHoly Ghostand
hewouldn'tbeatSpitzer";"TheAttorneyGeneralGoesto y[/ar",(NewYork TimesMagazine,June16,2002,
JamesTraub),"Spitzer'spositionis considered
so impregnable
that U. R.p$ti.*r tt-.veput up a virtually
unknownjudgeto opposehim this fall - an indubitableproof of politicalsuccess";"The Enforcrf'
Gg$*g
Magazine,September16,2002coverstory,Mark Gimein),"he's almostcertainto win u r"coni term as"tt"-.y
generalthis fall".
'

"spit q Pursuing
a Political parft" (AlbanyTimgg_lJnign,
May 19,2002,Jamesodato);,,A Newyork
O/ficial Wo HarnassedPublic Anger" (Nerry-York-Tinsgs
,May 22,2002,JamesMcKinley);,,ipitzer Expected
to Cruiseto 2nd Term" (Gannett,May 27,2002, YanceyRoy);"AttorneyGeneralRejectsFuture iole
as
Legislature"(Associated
Press,June4,2002,MarcHumbert);"DemocratsWaiton Etioi Spitzer,Imminent,It
"-*y
Boy"'NEw&*-AUserver, Augustl9,2002,AndreaBernstein),
insidersalready.i U"gi""i"g to talk -albeitvery quietly aboutthe chances
of a Democratwinningbackthe Governor'soffice in ZOO?.nt-ttretop of
their wish list is Mr. Spitzer,whosenamerecognitionhasshotthroughtheroof in the lastyear,privatepolsLrs
say,andwho appears- for now,at least- to haveno negatives."
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TheAfrorneyGeneral's ownwebsiteidentifiesthat the office "defendst o**4,
of suitseach
year in everyareaof stategovernment".. iwolving "nearlytwo-thirdsof the Deparfinent,s
Afforneysin bureausbasedin Albany and New York City anA in the Deparfinent,s
12
Regionalofftces."3 It is thereforeappropriatethat the presscritically examine
at leastone
lawsuitdefendedbyMr. Spitzer.How elsewill thevotingpublicbe abteto gauge
his on-thejob performancein this vital area?
our non-partisaqnon-profitcitizens'organization,centerfor JudicialAccountability,
Inc.
(CJA)' proposesa specificlawsuitasidealfor pressscrutiny. The lawsuitis
against";G;
high-profilerespondent,the New York StateCommissionon Judicial Conduc!
suedfor
comrption- and is expresslybroughtin the public interest. It has spannedMr.
Spitzer's
tenureas Attorney Generaland is now before the New York Court of Appeals.
trrtost
importantly,Mr. S.pitzer_is
directlyfamitiar with the lawsuit. Indeed"it was generatedand
perpefuatedby his official misconduct- and seeksmonetary sanctions
against, and
disciplinaryandcriminalreferralof, Mr. spitzerpersonally.
As you know,Mr. Spitzer's1998electoralvictory asAttorneyGeneralwas sonzm-close
that
it could not be determinedwithout * *pteCedentedbailot-counting. Aiding him
was
ElectionLaw lawyer, Henry T. Berger,the Commission'slong-standilgChairman.
What
followed from this and othlr evenmore formidableconflicts of irrt.r.ri was predictable:
AttorneyGeneralSpiuerwouldNOT investigate
the documentary
proof of theCommission,s
- proof leadingto Mr. Berger.Thisnecessitated
c_omrption
thelawsvrt,ElenaRuth Sassower,
Coordinatorof the Centerfor Judicial Accountability,Inc., acting pro bonopublico
v.
'spitzer
Commission
onJudiciqlConductof theStateofNew ro* -which rvri.
hasdefended
with litigationtacticssofraudulentaswouldbe groundsfor disbarmentif committed
by
a privateattorney.
I
The lawsuit file containsa breathtakingpaperfiail of conespondence
with Mr. Spitzer,
spanning3'l/2 years,establishinghisdirect knowtedge
of his Law Deparrnent,sfraudulent
conductin defendingthe Commissionandhispertoril liabitityby his wilful refusal
to meet
his mandatorysupervisorydutiesunder DR--l-104of New yoik's Code of professional
Responsib
itity (22 NYCRR $I 200.5).
"insideview"
Addedto this, the lawsuitpresentsan astonishing
of the hoaxof Mr. Spitzer,s
"public integrity
*il'l- which,by September
19b9,wascitedby Gannettashaving..atready
loggedmorethan 100reportsof improperactionsby stateand local officials
acrossNew
York" ("spitzer'sAnti-corruption unit Getso/f to i nurystarf', g/g/gg).
Seewwiloag.stote.ny.us/:"Tour
theAttomeyGeneral'sOffice"- Divisionof StateCounsel.
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Exposingthe hoa><
of Mr. Spitzer's"public integrityunit'' properlybeginswifi examiningits
handlingof the first two "reports"it received.Thesewerefrom CJA andinvolvedthe viry
issuessubsequently
embodiedin the lawsuit.Indeed,I publicly handedthesetwo "reports"
to Mr. Spitzeron January27, 1999immediatelyupon his public announcement
of the
establishment
of his "public integntyunit". This is reflectedby the fianscriptof my public
exchangewith Mr. Spitzerat that time,fianscribedby theNew York Law Journal
The first "report", whosetruth was and is readily-verifiabtefrom the litigation files of Mr.
Spitzer'sLaw Deparnnent,requiredMr. Spitzerto "cleanhis own housi" beforetackling
comrptionelsewhere
in the state.At issuewerethefact-specificallegationsof CJA's $3,006
public interestad,"Restraining'Liars in the Courtroom'and on the Public payrolf' (ryrg
York Law Journal,S/27/97,pp.
34), asto a modusoperandiof fraudulentdefensitacticsused
by predecessor
AfforneysGeneralto defeatmeritoriouslawsuits,includinga lgg'lawsuit
againstthe Commissiorq
suedfor comrption.Thisin additionto fraudulentjudicial decisions,
protectingjudgesandthe Commission.
The second"report" wasof no lessfianscendent
imporhnceto tre Peopleof flris Stat€.It, too,
was substantiated
by documents.Thesewereprovidedto Mr. Spitzer,includingdocuments
as to the involvementand complicity of GovernorPataki. At issuewas not only the
Commission'scomtption,but the comrptionof "merit selection"to ttre Court of Appeals.
Reflectingthis was my publishedLetterto the Editor, "An Appeal to Fairness:Revisit the
CourtofAppeals,'@g|2/2sl98)_whoseclosingparagr aphread:..Thisiswhy
w9 will be callinguponour new stateattorneygeneralasthe 'People'Jlawyer,'to la'nch an
official investigation."
As detailedby the lawsuitfile, not a peepwasthereafterheardfrom Mr. Spiger or his *public
integntyunit" aboutthesetwo "reports". Endlessattemptsto obtaininfirmation t g*dirrg
the statusof any investigations
wereall unanswered.
Indeed,Mr. Spitzer'sonly respoir. *ui
to replicatethe fraudulentdefensetacticsof his predecessor
AttorneysGeneral,complained
of in the first "report". This,to defeatthe lawsuitwhich I, actingasa privateattorneygeneraf
broughtto vindicatethe public's rights in the face of trlr. Spitzerlsinaction born of his
conllictsof interest.
Whathasbecomeof the "morethan 100reportsof improperactionsby stateandlocal officials
acrossNew York" citedby Gannettashavingbeen"alreadylogged"by September
1999.And
what has becomeof the hundredsmore "reports"presumably"logged'iio tt e threeyears
since?A "search"of Mr. Spitzer'sAttorneyGeneralwebsitetwww;;g stute.ny.us4p.odur.,
only sevenentriesfor the "public integrityunit", with virtually no zubstantiveinformation
aboutits operationsandaccomplishments.
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That the media-sawyMr. Spitzershouldofer suchfew andinsignificantenties is
startling,
in andof itself- Evenmoreso,whenjuxtaposed
with Mr. Spieeri specificpromisesfrom his
1998electioncampaignthat his "Public IntegrityOffice" would be "empoweredto,,:
(1) "Vigorously ProsecutePublic Corruption...Usingthe AttorneyGeneral's
subpoena
powers...toconductindependent
andexhaustiveinvestigations
oftomrpt andfraudulent
practicesby stateandlocal offrcials";
(2) "Train and AssistLocal Law Enforcement...And
if a localprosecutordragshis heels
on pursuingpossibleimproprieties...tostepin to investigateand,if waranted,prosecute
the responsible
publicofficials";
(3) "Create a Public Integrity WatchdogGroup...madeup of representatives
of various
state agencies,watchdoggroupsand concernedcitizens...[toi recommendareasfor
investigation,coordinatepolicy issuespertainingpublic comtptibnissues,and advocate
for regulationsthat hold governmentoflicials accountable";
(4)"EncourageCitizen Action to Clean Up Government...tbyla totl-freenumber
for
citizensto reportpublic comrptionor misuseof taxpayerdoilars";
(5) "Report to the People...tby]an annualreportto the Governor,the legislatqre
and the
peopleof New York on the stateof publicintegrityin New York anOincidents public
of
comrption".
,,Making
The foregoingexcerp!
New york
!o. Mr. Spitzer'sl99g campaignpoliry paper,
Statethe Nqtion's Leqder in Pubtic Integrity: Etioi Spitzir't ftoi
7o, RestoringTrust in
Governmenf',is the standardagainstwhich to measurethe figmentof Vft. Spitzer's..public
integrityunit''. Likewise,it is the standard
for measuring
trlr. Spitzer's2p2re-electionwebite
which saysnothingaboutttri "pubiic integrity
lwww.spitzer2002.conl],
v r unit" or of public
integntyandgovernmentcomrption,let aloneascampaignissues.
I would be pleasedto fax you any of the above-indicated
documentsor otheritems,suchas
thearticleaboutthelawsuit,,,AppealforJustice,'@d,April25-Mayi,zooz1.
Needlessto say,I am eagerto answeryour questionsaodto p.orrideyou with a copy
of tfp
lawsuitfile from whichthis importantstoryolMr. SpiEer'sofficial misconductand
thehoax
of his "public integrity unit" is readily andswiftly virifiable.
ELENA RUTH SASSOWE&Coordinator
Centerfor JudicialAccountability,tnc. (CJA)

