R Ma Y'Cc\ 1“1_'1:‘_2’008
LETTERS

The Press Boosted Spitzer’s Power and Career

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

Brava to Kimberley Strassel for tell-
ingitlike itis on Eliot Spitzei's journal-
ist enablers (“Spitzer's Media En-
ablers,” op-ed, March 12). Their en-
abling ways are not new. Would Hill-
ary Clinton have avoided dmng time in
a federal minimum security facility if
the press had characterized her cattle
futures “trading” for what it really
was? How about the press’s failure to
challenge President Clinton’s charac-
terization of the White House’s posses-
sion of hundreds of FEI files as a “bu-
reaucratic snafu”?

The press's abandonment of its re-
sponsibility to be honest and objective
always, unfortunately, is not new. Al-
though the press, ultimately, will suf-
fer for its failings, the ultimate loser
hasbheen and will continue to be the in-
formation-seeking public.

JAMES MALEFAKIS
Bronx, NY.

The most important function of
Jjournalists, particularly those just get-
ting into the business, is not “to see
that wrongs get righted” because
that’s exactly what turns well-mean-
ing people into zealots over time. If
youwant to be a journalist, learn to be
a reporter first, not an editorialist. If
you wantto be apolice officer or prose-
cutor, stick to the law. And if you want
to be a politician, represent your vot-
ers, not paid lobbyists,

However. what people need to daois
always ask themselves if what they
want to believe is what they should be-
lleve. Don’t allow subjective desire to
ovarrule objective reason. If our
school systems are failing, it is pre-
cisely because educators no longer
teach children how to think objec-
tively, which is why we get more and
‘more hypocritical public officials like
Eliot Spitzer, as well as the voters who
elect them.

RICHARD REAY

Riverdale, N.Y.

Ms. Strassel’s piece on Gov. Spitzer
was a
reporter and editor at five newspapeyis
in three states during my 13-year jour-
nalism career and witnessed first-
hand the media’s enabling of not only
the local and state government pea-

breath of fresh air, Iworked as a

cocks, but also of leftist ideologues, en-
vironmentalists, animal-rights activ-
ists, welfare-statists, et al.

I could count on one hand the num-
ber of conservatives and indepen-
dents ensconced in those newsrooms
during that time. I could count on one
hand the number of times that exonera-
tion of bad conduet by a wealthy per-
son or big business was giventhe same

front-page play as that of an accusa-

tion of bad conduct. Note the initial
front-page frenzy on the Duke lacrosse

players and the subsequant middle-

page yawn after the racial element was
shown to he a shameless red herring.
Objectivity in print journalism—with
a very few exceptions—is a farce, .
I'd like to think that Ms. Strassel’s
exquisite scolding on the Spitzer story
will shame modern media handlers
into objectivity, but ideologues are ex-
pert rationalists. In the coming days
and weeks, we'll hear them say that
the medium (Spitzer) was wroag but
that his anti-capitalistic message was
right on the money.
Bank on it.
Davip ELMORE
Roswell, Ga.

glected to make in his spot-on analysis
of the soft-an-terror crowd (“Ay Inor-
dinate Fear\of Terrorism?"/Global
View, Mmch 4), is the absum place
their logic would take us. Imagine a
mlhtmy strategy formed on the crass
premise that armed conflict be
avoided because it inflames our ene- .
mies. The “Trag-causes-furthar-terror-
ism” mindset is no mare sophisticated
or nuanced than thig and, in reality,
succeeds only it turning thousands of
years of military hmtolfv on its head,
It was a mere }4 years ago that the
Clinton adminiétration\ assured us
North Korea had agreed to end its
quest for nuclear weapons aand only a
couple now/since Kim Jopg-il, an-
nounced, “Jst kidding” when clinking
glasseSWith_Mad eine Al-
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