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Attomey Genenal-Elect Eliot Spitzer
477 Mzdison Avenue
I lth Floor
New Yorlg New York l0fi2}
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E-I{eiI: foQmch@olcon
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ATT: Lloyd Constanting Chairman, Transition Team

RE:

Dear Mr. Constantine:

Following up my telephone @nversation yesterday with Bill Estes, staffcounsel to the transition teanlenclosed are doormentary materials establishing the unfitness of Mchelle tfrshman and Richard Riftin
for the top positions to which Attorney General-Elect Spitzer has appointed them. According toyesterday'sNew York Times, Ms. Hirshman is to be "first drp.rty Attorney General,,. Mr. Riftin willbe "a Deputy Attomey Crenenal for state counsel. I{s mqior responsibility wiil be to defend the state andits agencies against lawzuits."

The enclosed materials consist of our correspondence with and about I\,Is. Hirshmaq as Chief of thePublic ComrptionUnit ofthe office of U.S. Attorney for the Southern District ofNew yorh and withand about Mr' Rifkin' as Executive Director olthe New York State Ethics commission. Thecorrespondence makes manifest their dishonesty and betrayal ofthe public trust when presented withFULLY-DOCUMENIED, READILY-VERFIABLE PROOF -- in the form of case file evidence -- ofthe state Attorney General's comrption of the Article 78 remedy in two politically-sensitive Article 7gproceedings: in Donb L. fussower v. Hon. Guy Mangano, et al.,where the juices of the AppellateDivisioru Second Department were sued for comrptioq and in Doris L. Sassower v. commission onJudicial Conduct of the State of New York, where that vital state agency was, likewise, sued forcom'rption' In each case' the Attorney General engaged in a fraudulent deiense -- and was rewardedwith fraudulent judicial decisions by state judges. this ii more fully detailed in cJA,s public interest ad,"Restraining 'Liars in the Courtrmm' and on the Public payroll'(Exhibit *A-1,,) - which,additionally describes the Attorney General's comrption of the federal remedy provided by 42U.S.C.
$1983 in the federal civil rights action, Doris L. Sassower v. Hon. Guy ttigoro, et al.,likewiserewarded by fraudulent judicial decisions, this time by federal judges.
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For immediate purposeq only a copy ofthe file ofthe Article 78 proceeding against the Commission on
Judicial Conduct is transmitted herewith. Yet that case alone ---b"Lg the focus of CJA's
correspondence with both Ms. Ifirshman and Mr. Riftiq who received copies of the file, as well as
CJA's analysis of the judicial decision in the case, showing it be a fraudr - sirould zuffice to establistq
DISPOSITMLY, that IvIr. Spitzer must rescind their appointments. Indeed, nothing could be more
obscenely incongruous and dangerous to the People of this State than for Mr. Riftin-to be given the
responsbility'to defend the state and its agencies against lawsuits" when, as Executive Director of the
Ethics Commissioru he has demonstrably protected and covered up for the Attorney General's
fraudulent defense to our lawstrits against the State Commission on Judicial Conduct and Appellate
Divisioq second Department justices - the subjea offled ethics complaints.

The consequence ofthe flagrart official misconduct of Ms. Hirshman and Mr. Riftin has been profound
and frr-reaching - not only for Doris Sassower, the petitioner in the ttnee cases featured in ,,Risrraining
'Lius in tle Courtmm'otd on tlc Pubtic Payroll' @xhibit 

*A-l') -- but for the people of this State.
Indee4 its mo$ recent consequence is that Albert Rosenblatt, whose criminal conduct as an Appellate
Division, Second Department justice was particularized by a series of facially-meritorious juai.iA
misconduct complaints annexed to the petition in the Article 78 proceeding against the Commission2 -
each complaint zummarily dismissed without investigation -- now sits on our State's highest court.

In the went Mr. Spitze,r did not receive the mailed copy of our Novenrber l8th letter on the State
Commission on Judicial Nomination's fraudulent recommendation of Justice Rosenblatt for that higher
judicial office, a copy is annexed @xhibit 

"B"). Its concluding paragraph reads as follows:

'Tinally, in the hope that u/trcn all the paper ballots have been counted Eliot Spitzer will
be New York's next Attorney General -- and that he will make good on his campaign
promise that the Office of the Attorney General "should be the greatest public interest
law firm that the state has ever seen" - a copy of this letter is also being iransmitted to
him According to a New York Times article, appearing four days befori the November
3rd electioq Mr. Spitzer has proposed "an office of public integnty under the attorney
general to monitor state government..." GDff,, 10/30/98,87). Setting up such office
should be among Mr. Spitzer's first priorities - with investigation of the State
Commission on Judicial Conduct and the State Commission on iudicial Nomination
among its top assignments."

| &e CJA's 5t5/97 me,morandum [in file folder of conespondeirce with Ms. Hirsfunaq as well as
in file folder of correspondence with Mr. Riftin: Exhibit "C" to CJA's 61919T ltr to Ettrics Commissionersl

2 &e, Exhibits *G-, ..f" ...1" and Exhibits *L-5" and ,,L_6,,.
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I look forward to speaking withywperwullyabout the eirclosed materials -- wtrich reflect only afraction of the critical work that awaits a public integrity unit.

yours for a qualityjudiciary,

&^a,e,^$)-ga,g, dL,*-
ELENA RUTI{ SASSOWE& Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

Enclosures
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( l )

II{VENTORY OF TRANSIVITTTAL

CJAr corrspondencc with end rbout RICEARD Rmily, Erecutive Dircctor,
IttYS Ethicr Commission, concerning CJA'S ethicr complaint againrt thc lIyS
Attomcy G€nenl' filed on September f4 f995 end supplemented on Dccember 16,
1997 by CJA'g public intertst ad,sR&aining'Lio6 ii tne Courtroom, and on the
Pr.blic PayrolP (!EIJ, 8t27 tg7,pp. }.4)

CJA's 9/14/95ltr to Richard Riftiq transmitting inter alia,copy of the case file in the Article
78 proceeding; Doris LS4sslrlr+'er v. Commission on Jdicial Conduct of the State of New york,
(NY Co. #95-l09l4l)

Richard Rifkin's lVl3lgsltr to CJA

CIA's ll24lg6ltr to Richard Rifkin

Richard Rifkin's 2ngDS letter to CJA

CJA's 4f24D6ltr to Richard Rifkin

Joseph Bress' 4l28l96ltr to CJA

CJA's 4ll5l97ltr to Wdter Ayres, enclosing CJA's 4llltgT ltr to Reverend Robert
Eggenschiller and cJA's 4/ls/97ltr to Governor George pataki

CJA's 6110197 ltr to Walter Ayres, enclosing CJA's 61919T ltr to the Ethics Commissioners

CJA's 12/16197ltr to the Ethics Commissioners

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(e)
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( l )

, (4)

(2)

(3)

cJAr contspondcncc wlth rnd ebout MTCEELLE ETRSHMAN, chief, public
cornrption uni! ofiice of the u.s. Attomey, southern Dirtrict of New york
conccrning the ITYS Attomey Genenrl'r comrption of the Artictc 7t rcmedy in the
politically/judicially-senrtive Articre 7g proceedingsr,sassarer v Mangaio, a ar
rnd Sccsoller u Commission on Judicial Con&tctilttt" State of New"yorh'- and
thefrau&tlcnt statejudicial decisions in each cose

CJA's 516197 ltr to Michelle Hirshmaq annoring CJA's Blllgs ltr to Jonathan Rosenberg;
Deputy Chi4 Criminal Dvision of the Office of the U.S. Attorney and enclosing CJA's SlSlgT
memorandum-challenge

Michelle Hirshman's 5ll9l97ltr to CJA

Mchelle Hirshman's 6/27lg7ltr to CJA returning [in unoeased 'trntouched by human hands
condition"] the materials transmitted by CJA under its 8/l/95 ltr, including the case file in the
Article 78 proceeding Doris L. Sassmter v. Commission on Judicial Cofuuct of the Snre of
New York

CJA's 7l27tg8ltr to Lee Rad:h Chief, Public Integriry Sectioq U.S. Justice Deparhnen!
Criminal Division -- See pp. 4-5


