
we regard your violation ofthe Exectrtive Law as particularly detrimental to the people of this stateinasmuch as its consequence has been to enabl. the Executive Director of the State Ethicscommission, Richard Rifkin, to more easily manipulate the four unchairJ vohnteer commissionmembers so as to wholly transform the Ethics commission pto * ug.n.y tr,uiloue., up -- ratherthan investigates -- conduct by state officers and agencies which ir notlnri "i"trri"a, but criminallycorrupt' In the event you are unaware, a confidential resolution -- in...es,id. to the tax-payingpublic - purports to empower the commission's Executive Director to dismiss filed ethics complaintswithout presentment to the members ofthe Ethics commission. Mr. Rifkin has dishonestly used suchpower to shamelessly subvert the very purpose ofthe commission.

This is not the only instance where your Administration has failed to make fundamental appointmentsthat would safeguard the integrity of government and governmental processes. As you know, lastyear CJA exposed your deliberate failure to implement lour own Exeiutive order providing for theestablishment of permanent judiciat screening committees to evaluate candidates for appointive statecourt judgeships -- and your use, instead,. of a temporary judicial ;;;;;;-;ommittee, whoseoperations were not only completely secretive, but demonstrably sham. A f.a".tion of the politicalmanipulation we documented and your deliberate disregard ror itre public *.J * highlighted byour Letter to the Editgr, "On Choosing Judges, Patdki Creates yroblenc', which appeared in theNovember 16,1996 New York Times, as_well as by our ad,"A batqo, con"iieaAction,,in theNovember 20,l996New York l"aw Journal. For your convenience, *pio of those published pieces,
which we previously sent you, are annexed.

Based on our direct, first-hand expertence with your Administration, we know that your furthestinterest is in uprooting government corruption, including political abuse and cover-up in theExecutive Branch- Nevertheless, when -- belatedly -- you mJet your obligation under the ExecutiveLaw to appoinl a chairman to the State Ethics Commission and fill the Lommission', ...b.rrhip
vacancy' we urge you to do so with an individual or individuals having the integrity and courage tomake the New York State Ethics commission more than the expensivJwindow-iressing it presently
is.

,-\

Governor George Pataki Page Two April 15, 1997

Yours for a qualityjudiciary

dtpne€RSss
ELENA RUTH SASSOWE& Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc.

The four unchaired volunteer members of the New York State Ethics Commission:
Ethics commissioners Eggenschiller, constanza, odell, Brewster

Richard Rifkin, Executive Director, New york state Ethics commission
New York media
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C OVERNOR PATAKI A?POINTI

O-Sgvcrnor Patrkl today amounced ho lue ,appointed fonnJ:r Crimlnol Justicc Director poul
vclchcatmer to tho New York Strto Ethio Comrni*lon for e tcml thrt nrur through rlro cud of-Mtff998, 

I{e replacer joreph Bnss, who restUrrod frorn rho Conmiesion

.,ImvoryploasecttoappoinrP"u@D[roEthIcsComntIsslon,,.CiovomorPataki
raid. "He waa a grcat Directot of Crinrinal iGT6ffid ho'll bo an ceset to rhe Ethics Comrnissiou.

.F . 
tHls willingnc.r to sorve on tha Comrnisrlon ls a testarnsnt to his commirnetrt to public

scrvlco," the Govornor rnid. r'Wc will bo forttrnae to hryo sorbconc of his calibcr rvorkh[ to
enforce thg\igho* standardg ofothicnl conduoi irr stst! govwunent.,lru\

V7--.
MtQlgllggDscrved rr Dlrqctorof Crlnlnal Justlcc aad Commissionorof theDivision

of Ctlmlnnt Jwtlce Servtco &om Much l99J untit Fcbilary of this ycar. tlo wu Chicf of tho
Crlminnl Divlslon for tho Unltcd Statcr Attornq/o Offlco for lhe Sourhcm Dgtrlct ofNow York' 
tiorn | 993-95. Hc has also sorvcd 13 sn ddJrnof Profesror of Law * Colurnbh Law S'chool sincc

.  1988.

. Mr. Shcchbnun hai rerrred ac counsol to Robttt Morgontlrau, Manhunan Dlctrict Attomcy
(1987-1993); Chlcf Appellatc Attomuy mtl Chicf of tho Ccnonl Crimes Unit for the Unircd
Statcs Attomoy's Offioo for thc Sgrrthcrn Dlsr|ct ofNow York (1981-t985) aud law clcrk to the
Honorablo Wnncn Bwgcr, Cltlof JuoHco of thc Unlted States Supreruo Cotut (t9Zg-19S0).

Sheohtman, a Ncw York clty rerldcn! recclved o bcchclor'c clcgree ln cconomlcs from
Swarth$oro Collogc, wrr a Rhodel Scholu at Oxford Univonity, whoro he rcccivcd his fiortcr's
dogreo ln cconomiog, ond rwciwd his lnw dcgrec ftom l{orvard Law $chool, whoro he goduatcd
magna cum laude.
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