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Where is the Media?

Nearly two months ago, New York's top law enforcement ofiicer was the subject of a scorching
public interest ad in the August 27th New York Law Journal. The ad,"Restriining ,Liars in thi
Courtroom'and on the Public Payroll', described how the State Attorney Geneial engages in
litigation misconduct to defend state ofiicials and agencies sued for official misconduct, iicl-uding
comrption - when he has nolegstimate defense. It provided three graphic case examples. In the firsl
case, the State Attorney General used fraudulent tactics to defend the state Commission on Judicial
Conduct, in the second case, high-ranking state court judges, and in the third case, those same judges,
as well as his own office, sued as defendants in federal court. The third case is now on "ppeat before
the Second Circuit Court of Appeals.

The ad, costing $3,077.22and prominently-featured on pages 3-4 of the Law Journal, was paid for
by the Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA), a non-partisarq non-profit citiz.nr' o.g.ni zation,
which had previously paid $16,770 to run a public interest ad on the Op-p6 page of the O;ctober ZO,
1994 New York Times. That ad, entitled "V[fhere Do You Go llrhen Judges Bieak rhe l^aw?,,, is thi
backdrop to the current Second Circuit case.

Notrryithstanding press releases to the media, this important federal cese -- doarmenting comrption
by state officials and cover-up by the federal judiciary -- has received no press attention whatever.

The State Attorney General is up for re-election next year. With media focus on his knowing and
deliberate litigation misconduct, he wouldn't have a chance of being re-elected. Indeed, he ani the
other federal co-defendants would, rightfully, be facing disbarment and criminal prosecution for fraud,
conspiracy, and comrption.

Copies ofCJA's ads,"Restraining'Liars in the Courtroom'and on the Public poyroll, and ,,Where
Do You Go When Judges Break the Law?", are enclosed with CJA's informational brochure.
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AI\D ON THE PUBLIC PAYROLL

O|-JX1,T:-\"^\Z_l::! 4_!g:ry4,fyui"nen gr& to the Editorfrom_aforyna Nev yo* &aeAsfrila,tt Atunex ca,acl **u -ryhg aitau ru!- lAw4q Gqte d nffit vi6 ;i-r,;J a;fri-tudtu
r":itrffi:ffiwffiff ^ffi!fso/,!i,m*:!:{f:^{av:,

vurU
ffi #:ffi ,wffiwffi #wfib{&Iff ffi f ;115;;ss,
oryanjqiilt a$adud_.e poposid Pegufrw cohrnil to ii. Lai tourAal daiabti tii iii,iiJ-e-iiir
than fria -rdt glq, -thc Chtb fg_Jtdidal

DorU _P. Bcnot,- Ii.
cmphaticalb r3scdr,'tlc Aulcv Gqal &rcir lc
accrrtr ad will d blcrdc 

-uuo&sioal 
afcc€F will bd olcrrc 

-usoerionrt 
c

oduc by ncobcrr d& Dcpsmt ofilg.posiblc oduc by ncobcrr dtft DAumt

fffWrtr4ffitffi W{ffie?W"trLgi#f ft **f #,Yffie%rfli'w,'4ff tf ffi?,frv;rff ff ff "o!,lififf ffi oi:#:!p,ffi fr :II,
WWf frlffiffi W{ffie?Wu.I'svrounat,ddoilinpthcAaoinaGqqal'ttw:mrwyu,ffijffiffin##,W#

'.J PqswdirE
bn4lftlttlgat'uuttto 6Dua

[et page al
RESTRAINING ( LURS IN THE CO(TRTROO]W

AIYD ON THE PI]BLIC PAYROLL
- e &t,077. 2 2 ad @d, " ", nf#ffir?gg, t* rutri&t Awantebtby, rni -

Statc Attaney
In hir Mav 16t[ L@ b tt Edir. DcDutv
rnqncv Gencral DotU P. Screrr.'fi-

Iawl
A clain ruAu thir phblv coributcc to tlc

vicw - crqrrerrod in Mdciy Lifhqndcr's oth€rwirc
incigivc Pcroccivt Cohm'Llalrt Go Frzc ln the
CouM 8124/t7) -th8t thc SuoAuornev Gcocrat
rhoildbc in thc forc6oot il rpcatcadinc rcforn rc fut
$c pgjury whith 'pcnndci Ii€ jrdidsl rysh" i8
inr€$igtt€d ard &Etnt mtranirD' cstablishcd- In
Mr. Lfrlandcr'r ju,tg'"ctrg thc irrrrc ir timcly rnd big
oueb o justi& i;reatio ofeithcr e rtae Mqtland Acr
Commisrlo invcstieptio by ttc Govrru lnd 6c
Attonsy Gcolrrt q r irrll-fnnccd bgirlativc
invqtiertbo !t 6t rtalc c ftdcrrl brrcP, with*ncccrsrry rubpocoa pocrci. Itda€owr. u rccognizcd
by Mr. Iifiin;dcr ld itr thc tro publirhod-lcccr
r€8pons6 Qll3l97, 4l2ly jrodrgcrdttoo oftcofril to
dirciplinc rnd ranctio SG ircdrrln urho pollub ttc
iudicial oroccg- 'In 

Edt tt A[@y G@aL qn ilate's
highcst bs cofapt'ncrt otrccr, lad.r ttc conviction to
tcsd th. wsf in rcCing Aandrrds fiudautrl to thc
intqfity d our judicinl procclr. Hi! lcsat raff are
among tho most hrzlo irf lian s,to "go fuc in 6c
courtroo-. 80th in @ and fodcral court his l.aw
Dosmrclicr o litirdn miroodrc o dd&od starc
ag-ncic rnd'ofrcials-ood fc ofEcial niscudrrt
itiding comption, crtcrc it bas no legitinatc ddeosc.
Itfiles mtfrns b diniss o tbo plcaditrb xrti& f8lsi&.
distont, c mit thcpirotal plcaded rllcfrlioor or whifi
impgopgly uErc agaltu.f duc allggatios, wi.thort ary
Prooauvc gvroercc wDaFrcr. IDeSc mouon| tlso
ini$cD[€scot tbc law c arc unrupported bv hw. Yct
when-thir dcfensc nircodrct -rr&dilv verifiablc ftoni
litigatioo flcr - ir brought to tt AttdDtfl Cnrcral's
attention, bc frilt !o hLa !n1'carcctip iqr. TLis.
nonvithstanding tbc misco&rct ffim in card of scra
pnblic inoat Fc itr part ttc counr - narc and feilcral
:- givc tti Atuncy Creocral a'gq lighr'

LofuaIv, o l'lsy l4th,i$two dsys beforc ttc
l.aw Ioumal publishcd Dctnty Aabnrcy Gaicol Bcrens'
letter. CJA testified befoi tfic Associition of tc Bar of
the City of New Yodq lhca bolding a hcaring abol
miscooiluc by statc jrdgcs a4 in particulsr, aSout tbc
Ne$ Yolt State Commissim o Judicial Condru. The

Thc case chaltengorl, as vrttten ord as aoolted
|hc costitutionality of thc Qomnirrion'j' sgtf.
pruulgat€d rutc, 22 NYCRR $7000.3, bv uAich it has
oovtrbd rb nrn&ttry duty undcr Judicidrv law 044.1
to invEstigate facially-meritciol jrdiciaf niscciduc
cqlainb into a dirrui<narv otio. rmbmded bv azv
rtandard- Tbe pctitio allircil 6at rincc l9S9 si hril
fled cight facially.mcritorioug 6p6pteinE .6f 1
profoudly rcriour natuc - riring tir ttc lqd d
cnrundlty, rNDlving coruptio ad nisusc of iudicial
officc fon ultcrior pmposca - nnndrring tha 'ildnrlc
3a&ti@ of nmoval".- Nocthcless. ar-alleccd. coch
complaint war dismisscd by Orc Com-iido; $;r'drDut
inicetigltion, !trd ryltiozt thc determinatio r€iuid b'v
J-lldfui.ry Lsn t44.l0) fut a corplaint rc-digniiscd ti'o! its facc lacling in mccif. Abncxcd wqc coicr of
tE couplaintr, ar wtll as ftc disilissal kct. Lr oart
ofbpditioo, drcCqnmissio ryss rcqucsEd opm&rcc
thc rccord, including thc evidcotiary-prod lubniued
lrb 6c complaints. Tbc paition allcd 6st ruch
docu&otrtion cstablisho( -prina facte. lful fudicial
misconduct of the judgcr complaiied of'a biobable
cause to b€licrya ftat tha iudicirl niicoduct
cmplained ofhad bc€o commitd".

Mr. Vs'r Lcw D@arficot noved to dioirl
!rc nlcadine. .egui"g agalnst bc pctition't 4ccifiolacnr& |llcgauom, tt8 drsmissal motion conlcndcd -
uttsupportetl by lcgal authority - 6at lhc ficiallv
tnccocilablc agencf, nilc ir 'hamioru' wi6 tli
tcohe" It madc rc rrgumrnt to our chsllcorc O ttp rulc.

tri{&5fi'::f,HH$:r,.ff-#,fffi #
fac.tnl.pecificity - that the ci$i ficialb*ululo,it
Juorcu mrsaonduct complainb did trd havp to bc
invcstigatcd boauec thc,y-did nd o tbcir &cc allcrc
judicisl niscdduct". Thc I,aw Dceartmcnt madc;b
claimtbatarynrrh d*crninatio had 

-svc(b€co 
na& bv

thc Commission" Nq did thc hw Deparmeot orodri
the record - including tlrc svidcntiarv'proot'sufDodm
thc complaints, as rcqucstcd by tlc fcdtion ani'furthd
rEuuorcoo Dy lcDqratc Noucc.

Alftoul'h CIA'g ssnctios applicotion amirrt
the Anomey Gencral was firllv 

-&orncotcd 
and

uncoffoverte4 the state judge did not adidicate it
Lil(flisc, hc did not adjuilica-te thc futomei Geoeral'r
duty to have interveneal on behalf of thc-public. as
ryqucScd by on fcmal Notice. Nor did he adiri{icarc-on
ftrmalmtiotohold thc Conrmission in dcfault. Ihcsc
lfueshold issues ntre siniply Slit€rat€d Aom the iudce;r
decision, which concocted gounds to dismiss 6c dsc.
thus, O justi$ the rtule, as written, thc judec ldvanccd
lis or{tr int€rpretation, falselv atribltini it to thc
Commission" Such interprdtution belid bv tic
Commission'r own delinition section to ic rutes. docr
aothing.to r€concilc thc nrle with thc rtaur&. As to 6c
oostiutionality of thc rule, as apilled thc irdce'baldly
clained w-hat 6c l.aw DepartmEm niver fiaalOat t6
is.qrwas "mt bcforc thc corrrf. In &ct' it was souarelv
beforc.thc couq - but. a{iudicatlng-it urcud bar[
expoc€g 0ilat tE Uomm|ssim was, as tbe pctition allesed-
cNrgaged il a *pattern and practicri of orotcdsi
poUtically<onnected judges...sh'idd[ing llrml Am thE
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disciolinrrv and crinirsl aonscqumr of thcir rcriorx
iudicial n6co&rct and cqnptiin".- 

Thc Attarcv Ciwal is'the PcoDle'r lawver'.
DEid for by ec taxict€rr. Nearly two yean ag6, iri
Seotember 1995, CJA dcoandcd 6at Attorncy Cr€nerll
V&odcouectiwrtcpg toproacttc public fiom tbe
combinpd 'doubleufiaomf of taud by tbc Law
Deoomeat and by lhc ccrt itr our &ticlc 78 goceeding
aeiinrt tbe Comriricsioo, ar rcU as h r pria Article 78
oiocccding which re bad hought agdnlt rsnc ofthosc
irotitcattv.cgmodjudp, flforyini tbc Commission's
ivrondrl dinirsal of or cwlainrr tsainst tco. It
rnr fo tho frrdm w had onfucd Anuuy Cneral
Vacco oftbat carlier proceeaftfu, involving pcrjury and
trald bv big t*o prodeccrsc Ano'ncyr Cstsat Wc had
dra lim u/riei uicc dit a year asrli€r, b ScDtcmb€(
Iggc. ytitc Uc war rtill e canili&tcfuftathid officc.
Indcd.L w bad aormitcd 16 hin i nrl oopy of tho
titicaddr fb so 6a hc oorb n*c it a c,nFaign issuc _
wliichhc fiildtodo.

Law Jourul rcadcrr rrc dro &oiliar with thc
seriou_. dlcgltioot prercotcd .b/ 6d .Articlc 78
Drcocditrg. rulo[ tl 8n c$cotrlt clup8rgn lE&E ln
EIA'I tdtvherc Do You Go Wlpn hits.s Br.& t E
Lnt7. hilil&rdo tlc Op-Ed par dtlp October 26,
1994 Ncw Yat Ti&s, 6c d-cdt CIA $16,710 and
wag rqinlcd o Nowrnbcr I, 1994 in lhc Ltw Jotrnal,
a a firitlcr coc of S:12t0. lt calbd upo tlc candidates
for Attorncv G€ilrd rnd Govtru-"to rdatc$ 6c
issue of iuiicial qnptio'. TtcrdrciodtbtNcw
York roic iuds trd-fuwn an Elccio bw carc
challcorinr-thc-pditknl noipulatio d dcctirc rtae
iudcesf,ios-and-ltd d.t datc judset hrd vbioulv
ietaliatod arainst i8 :iudicid rihidotloningl, pro
6ozo comel Dair L $rgorcr, b'y nrpcadinglerlaw
license imndtiaEly, indeftnitely, and imditionally,
wlthout e}urr;ga, wltlottt 1'"ti\9, vtrftoaf rynrmr, and
wilhottt. Drc{trPcolto Dfsl+& - tEltrlcf ocoltng
hhdff'f. any DoaS-I|rDcollo er|l8 u uy .gp€uv
rguew

Dcrcribins Anicle 78 u thc rcocdv ppvided
sti.e"'o bv or lc'Lw b corm indacodcoi tst icfl of
rcwrmintrl oitcoducf, thc ad fumd 6at Uc
firds rvbo unlarfirllv orpcndcd Dodr Sarro*tr'r |aw
lio6rc hd rcfilrd toitcurl thcnrelrtr fto tho Articlc
78 rrooocdins th. broght .slild ltar In thi!
Dcrvirsio of-tbc m fslaruntat ntlcl of jtdiciat
iligorulifcatiq. ttcry wc ddd lnd $ed by tcir
qrisel tb Arioci GGD.rlI Robcrt Abrau. His Law
Oeoartmcot r;axd.Jvltlro,l lcgrl dhotity, 68t &esc
iudccr of tb Aodttatc Division, Scood Dceartncot'wcri 

not dicqusliE d fron ralidicating ttcir own caca
thc iudcs thAt rrucd thcircfitnscl'r dirmirsal mtioq
cito6c lful insuen@v od &cnnl pcrjuriotg was
aocuncfud ud ucootlst/qEd in-tc rccord bcfqc
*.i'. Tbcrta0cr. dspite rcpcod ud oplicit uttitteo
nicc o rsc Animc,y Gryrl OlivcrXoppcll tat
hir iudicial disou' dimistal daitio'war rnd ir rn
ouuidt lic'. hb bw Dcoqm oEpo.d tEryicw bv
thc Ncw Ydt Ccttt of Ap'pc.b, cobgrS i! fulhcr
mircodrct bdo.c ltd oottt, oostihititrg r &libcratc
fraud o tbc uibrnal Bv ltc tinc r *rit of ccrtiqari
was cqrht tm 6c U.S. Srprw Colt, Mr. V*co'r
Law Dcfortncnt wrr follwing i! 6c footst€m of bil
orcdcccdrcg (AD 2d M. l%4$n5; NY Ct of'Appcatc: 

Mo. No. 529, SSD 4l; 933; US Stp' q" *9+
1546).' 

Bascd o thc .hard svidcocc. ptcgcorcd bV thc
filcr of ltcrc tclo Article 78 pqoccc4lng. CIA urgcd
Atcrcy Cimal Vso to di imcdbtc invcstig8uw
girnaidnrnedialgc rbrytat sar !t rtrkc was mt
oolv 6c corruptio rif tm vial narc rgFociq - the
Coinmissioo o ,tdicbt Codnct rnd 6c Attorncy
Gcoeral'r offoc - ht dthcidicial proccrr igclf

Whs har bccr &c AtmY esd'r rcsPose?
Hc has isDorcd qn volumiuu cdlspodeoc€.
Likewisc" 6c Cioveru, Legistatiw l€aders' !4d oe€r
leaders ii ed ou of govcmdent, o nhm nc loog ago
cave cooi€c of,oc qaoth Articlc 78 fhe. No oc in r
bderdnp Doddm bas bq wiling to corrmcat on cithet
ofth€m-

lndecd il rdvancc of fu City Br'r lv{ay l4tl
hearinc. CtA challengcd Arqnsy G€ocrat Vlcco lnd
6c8c l6dcrr b d.trv c-disputc lhc filo cvid@.bowirg
tbat thc Cmmissio ir Cbcncdciary of fuuA wilhots
rvtich it could zor bavc nnvivod cur litigatio against it
Norc apocrred - o(ccEt fa thc Atansv Gencral'c
client, 0iComnissionon ldidal Co&rct Bothits

Chriman, Hcory Bcrepr, and it Artninigfatry, Gcratd
Stcor, con$icuously-avoided ml,ing oqr stat€ment
about tbc casc - although cach tad-received n
personalized uniten chatldgc Am CJA and werc
prcs€nt &uing our tesg{nogy. For its parg 6e qrty Egr .iruent druinc our testimonv. tor its oart 6e Citv Bar
Cmniue dirlnc ask lvlr. S[m any qriestibu ahnit thc
case. althouch Mr, St€m stat€d tlult the soh ourDose facase. althouch Mr, St€m stat€d tlult the sol€ purDose fa
bis appearanie uar b anstrr &e Commiucc'i qri.?6ti@s.his aDD€arre was b anstrr &e Commiucc'i qli.rtios.
Inst6id, th€ Comnitcc'r Cbairman, o rvtmi copv of
tbc Article 7E file had been tansnired me rhmifirec
months carlier - buq wbo, for reasor b, nfiued to
id€ntify. M not disseminate it to ftc Connitec

his aDD€arre was b anstrr &e Commiucc'i qli.rtios.
Inst6id, th€ Comnitcc'r Cbairman, o rvtmi copv of
tbc Article 7E file had been tansnired me rhmifirec
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nemben - abruptlv clolcd fu hcarincrfrco w rocc o
DrffiftcCmnidc'r fiilure to makinrch inouirv. ttc
inoortancc ofwhich our bstimoqv had cmohasizd- 

lvtemtine,inaSlgS3 fed€rddvilrishcrcdd
(fuswwer v. Mancano, et aI. *94 Civ. 45 14 dE$. 2d
Cir. #96-7805),6p Atrorr.i Cffid ir bcind ndl ar e
padyd€Gndant fu rubvcrtiqi thc ilatc Articlc 7t rcmdy
ad frr "orylicity in tre wfungfuI and cdnind oondux
ofhir clients. whm he defended with loowledce rhrt
tbcir dcfensc'rcrbd o pcriuriou frctral allc&tior
nadc by membem of'hii lcgal rtaf and-wilfirl
nirrepnicntation ofthc law aoolicablc thcrcto". Itrerc
too, t9tr. Vacco'r l^aw Dcpartncat bar rhoum that
thseirrcdcpthof litisati@ nisconduct bclow uAich
it wil Et ftk I! notio to disnirr lte comolaint
faldfio4 sniod ud distclcd thc cqhint'g ciitical
allcotior rnd nirrcorcscotcd tbc l8w. As ftr itr
Anfr'cr, it war'knouringfy&lcc tnd in bad &i6" in ils
resDorucr b oler 150 of thc comolainr'r dlecrtio&
Y4 rhc Sdcnl di$ictjrdp did not i{i'dica* ofr tully-
doomtod ad urcontorrrrcd uncdor oDlicatior.
h$ca{ bir ddsbo, wtrid obtitcnbd rly ni:itio of il
sua spontc, d vlthout noticc, corrulcd 6c law
Deoartnent'r disndssal motion into re fs rummary
iudcmcot for 6c Anorn6, Gcncrd and hL co-ddeodarit
lid'dnldnsiudgca and 16r o6ciab - wtcrc 6c rccqd
is ifiolh devbll of any cr,idsrcc to suDDdt uvthinr but
runnaiy jrdsn€ot -in 

favq of 6d ptaindtr, Dqir
Sarsm - wbic,h rbc oorcrch roudt

Oncc msc, rldough'rrc 6vc particularizqt
giucn noticc-o Asary 9gcrql-V@_d_hb I.qF

ffiilirffi"a'ifiiiil
is bbc usucd TEIS FruDAY, AUGUST 29TE It ir
r clrc that itDDacA o cvcry ncobcr of tbc Ncw Yort
bar - aincc- fu &cal- irsuc D[€scdcd ir tbe
uncortinrtionalitv ofNcw Yort'r ltiorlsy disdpliDary
law- as vrltten and u aoollcd. You'rp-all indted to
lcar lronrcv Cnnnnnnnn�cr�d Vlrrra persorclly ddeod thc
roocal - ifhc fucrl

Wc rtrcc with Mr. I iffinndcr lhat \rtd is
callod fq mrv is dion'. Y€t, lhc inpcors to rod out 6c
ocriurv. fraud. and othcr miscooduct dut imcrils our
judciif proccir is not goirg to c@c tm dr clcdd
lcadcrc - lcast of dl from thc enansy Gcocrrl thc
Goramor, q Irgirlatinc lcadcrg. Nc will itre fiom
thc tcadcrshio oftrc qganizcd bar q fiom cctsblish@t
groupr. Rritbcr, it rill cmc frw corccrted ci'jza.
iction lnd tbc porvcr oftho prcs3. Fc tlir. wc do not
roouire nrboqi oow. Wc requirc oly thc couraec o
cdrc for"ard add publicizc thd rcadily-rccssible-casc
filc wideoce - atbur mtn qperte, {f rcccssary.Tb
thrcc abovc+ited cascr - ai4d thls wld d - arc
porrrcrfirl rtcpr in thc right dircaio-

id€oti&, dtd not
b, nfrued to'

C n x r n n  p
J  u u r c r A L

A ccounr.tnir,iiir"".
Bor 69, Gcdncy Stetlon,Whltc Plelnr, IIY 10605

Tek 91442L-120O Fac; 9L44/84994
E-lfa& ludgeretch@rolcom

On fie Webt rwwJudgovetch.otg
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Dcoqtnrent'r'fiadulcnt and rhccitftl codrcf and thc
dirUct ir'loe'r 'oqplbity rnd collurio". r &t fo(& in
ttc rorEllit'r brief ho tool no concctiri oe. To tbc
contiirv. hc olcratcd hit l.aw Dcostncai'r fiuthcr
qiscogiirc o thc appcllarc lcrct. -1[u! q, 6. S€cod
Cirouit has maintairid !'grcco lighf,. Ib rc
ad€r "DENIEDP, dtwt rtalgrt, ou ftUy{mro
ud morrcrted $ncioor notio frr disciplinar
cdnirsl rcferral of tho Attdoev Cacrsl sid hircdnirsl rcferral of tho A[an€y Gcal lrd hir Law
Oear@t Or pcrfcctcd.appeal,.&cling,gr9ibr, rgq{
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\zVhere Do You Go
Wlren Iudges Break the Law?
RoM THE wly the curent elecOral nrces are
shaping up, you'd think judicial comryrion

isn't an issue in New York. O[, reallv?
On Jurp L4,1991, a New york Starc coun

suspended an attomey's license to practice law_
immediately, indefinitely and unconditionally. The
acorney was suspended with no notice ofcharges,
no hearing, no findings of professional misconduct
and no reasons. AII this violues the law and the
c(xlrt's own explicit nrles.

Today, more than tbree yean later, the sus-
pension remdns in effect, and the cont refuses even
to provide a hering as to the basis of the suspension.
No appellate review has been allowed.

Qsn this r€ally h4pen here in America? It not
only can, it did.

The anorney is Dcis L. Sassower, rpmwned
nationally as a pioneerofequalrighsand fanily law
r€form, witb a distinguished 35-year cileer at the
ba. When tbe court suspended her, Sassower was
pro bov counsel in a landmark voting rigbts case.
The case c$allenged a polirical deal involving tbe
"cross-€ndorsement" ofj udicial candidates tlat was
implemented at illegally conducted nominating con-
ventions.

Cross-endorscmcnt is a barering scheme by
which opposing political prties nminate rbe same
cadidates fa public office, virnrally gurmteeing
t[eir election. Tbese 'bo contest" deals ftequently
invohre powerfrrl judgeships and tum voters into a
rubber sramp, subverting tbe democratic prooess. In
New York and other states, judicial cross endqse-
ment is a way of life.

One such deat e76s stmily put into c/riting in
19E9. Democratic and Republican party bosses dealt
out seven judgeships over a three-year period.'The
Deal" also included a provision thet 6ns 6sss-
endorsed candidate would be "elected" w a l4-yeat
jtrdicial term, then resign eight months after taking
tbe bench in mder to be "elected" to a different, more
patronage-rich judgeship. The result was a musical-
cbairs succession of new judicial vacancies forother
cross-endorsed candidates o fill.

Doris Sassower filed a suit to stop this scanL
but paid a beavy pnce for her role as a judicial
whisde-blower. Judges who were themselves the
producs of cross-endmsemenl flrrmped the case.

The centcr for Judicial Accounhbility, lnc. is a national, non-partisan, not-for-prcfit citizens, organization
raising public consciousness about how iudges break the law and get away with rt. 
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Other cross-endorsed brethren on tbe bench then
viciously retaliated against her by suspending her
law license, puning her out of business overmght.

Orn state law provides citizens a remedy to
ensure independent review of governmental mis-
conduct. Sassower punued this remedy by a sepa-
rate lawsuit against the judges who suspended her
license .

That remedy was destroyed by those judges
who, mce again, disobeyed the law - this rime, rbe
law prohibiting a judge from deciding a case to
which he is a puty and in which he has an interest.
Predictably, tbe judges dismissed the case against
tbemselves.

New Yct's Attmney General, whose job
includes defending stare judges sued for wrongdo-
ing, argued to our sate's higbest coun 6at tbere
should be no appellate review of the judges' self-
interested decision in their owl favor.

last month, our s[ate's highest court - on
which cross+ndorsedjudges sit - denied Sassower
any rightofappeal, nnning irs backon the mostbasic
legal principle tbar'ho man shall be the judge of his
own c!tuse." In the process, that court gave its latest
demonstration that judges and high-ranking surre
officials are above the law.

Tbree yers ago this woek, Doris Sassower
wrote to GovernmCuomo asking bim to appoint a
specid prosecurtr to investigate tbe docurrented
evidenceof lawless condrrctbyjudges and the reral-
iaory suspension of her license. He refused. Now.
all state ranedies have been exhausted.

There is srill time in the closing days before
tbe election to demend thatendidates forGovemor
and Aoorney General address the issue of judicial
comrpdon, which is real and rampant in tiis state.

Where do you go wben judges break tie law?
You go public.

Contact us with horror sories of your own.

CENrsr.,'

Iuorcrar
AccouNraLrLrry

TEL (914) 421-l?oo . FAX (91a) 6846554
E-MAIL pobono@delphi.com

Box 69, GecLrey Stration . White plains, Ny 1O6Os


