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New York State Ethics Commission
39 Columbus Street
Albany, New York 12207-2717

RE: NEWLY.IMTIATED ETHIcs CoMPLAINTS:
(l) against the Ethics Commissioners and, particularly Ethics Chairman paul

Shechtman
(2) against former Ethics Commission Executive Directoq now Deputy

(3)*X:T'6"i:fr f *H',-Tff I
(4) against the NYS Commission on Judicial Nomination;
(5) against Attorney General Eliot Spitzer, personally

SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO CJA's March 22, lggs EUICS COMpLAINT
AGAINST TIIE }.IYS COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Dear Commissioners:

This letter presents an ethics complaint against you for complicity in the subversion of the Ethics
Commission by your former Executive Director, Richard Riftiq io protect this state's politically-
powerfir[ including the State Attorney General" from the consequences of their comrpt, criminal, and
unethical conduct- It is based on your "substantial neglect of duty'' and "gross misconduct in office,,
in ignrirg CJA's fact-specific, documented showing of Mr. Rificin's mis-feasance, presented to you
in voluminous correspondence over many years. This has resulted in vast and irreparable injury to
the People of this state. It has also enabled the wrongdoing Mr. RifkirL a former high-ranking
member of the Attorney General's staffunder Robert Abrams, to return to the Attorney General,s
office as a high-ranking member ofEliot Spitzer's staff. Indeed, as Deputy Attorney General for the
Division of State Counsel, Mr. Rifkin now oversees the very unit in the Attorney General,s office
whose conflict of interest and litigation fraud were the subject of CJA's September 14, 1995 and
December 16,1997 ethics complaints, covered-up by him.

I
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Under $94.7 of the Executive Law:
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'Members ofthe commission may h removed by ttre govemor for nrbstrntial ncghst
of duty, Sross misconduct in office, inability to discharge the powers or duties of
office or violation of this sectiorl after written notice anJ opportunity for reply''.

The Ethics Commissioner bearing foremost responsibility is the Commission,s chairman and most
senior member, Purl Shechtman. By this letter, CJA invokes that provision and requests thatprerequisite steps be taken to s@ure his removal, including referral to Governor pataki pursuant
thereto.

Sirniltaneotrsly' this letter initiates an ethics complaint against the Governor for his own subversion
ofthe Ethics Commission. Such subversion includes his May 1998 reappointment of Mr. Shechtman
to the Ethics Commission and designation of him as its chairman in face of notice and actual
knowledge that Mr. Shechtman had not only wilfully neglected his duties as an Ethics Commissioner,
but was complicitous with him in corrupting the judicial appointments process to the lower state
courts to advantage unfit, politically-connected judicial candidates. the Governor,s comrption ofthat judicial appointments process forms an additional basis for this ethics complaint against him -
as does his comrption of the "merit selection" process to the Court of Appeals -- o"t, to achieve
illegitimate personal and political goals.

Becatsc the Gowrnor's ocnrpion ofthe'merit selection' process to the Court of Appeals involves
the New York State Commission on Judicial Nomination's comlption of its own evaluation
procedures to advance the comrpt and politically-favored Albert Rosenblatt, this letter initiates an
ethics complaint against the members and counsel of that body. Additionally, this letter should bedeemed a second supplement to CJA's March 22,lggs ethics complaint against the members and
staffofthe New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct for continuing the pattern of protecting
politically-connected judges detailed thereiq as well as for protecting the dbvernor and Commission
on Judicial Nomination in their comrption of the Court of Appeals-' "merit selection,, process.

t t\P I,
fr Finally, inasmuch as Attorney General Spitzer has failed to rernove Mr. Riftin as Deptrty Attorney ?k'' \ General, notwithstanding noiice and documentary proof of Mr. Rifkin,s subversion of the Ethics

Commission and its most recent catastrophi. .onriqu.nce -- the elevation of Appellate Division,
second Department Justice Rosenblatt to the court of Appeals - this letter should be deemed an' ethics complaint against Mr. Spitzer, personally, for his protectionism of Mr. Riftin and the political
interests and powerfirl individuals he protected -- and which Mr. Spitzer has been protecting -- to thedetriment of the people of this state.

All ttrc foregoing ethics complaints, as well as CJA's formal ethics complaint against Mr. Riftin, alsoinitiated by this letter, are based on wilfirl and deliberate violations of gi+ ortrri public officers Law,
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"Code of ethics", and, specifically, $$7a.2 and 7a3|(/); (D; arr6 611. In addition, that portion of
CJA's ahics complaint against the Governor involving the Senate's "rubber-stamp" confirmation of
his judicial appointees, both to the lower state courts and to the Court of Appeals, is based on the
Governor's wilful and deliberate violation of $75 ofthe Public Officers taur,;Aribery of members
of the legislature" - with members of the Senate and, particularly, Senate Judiciary Committee
Cttairman Janres lack reciprocally violating $76, 

"Receiving bribes by members of legislature,,, and
$77, 

*Unlawful fees and payments". These provisions are printed in a booklet iszued by the Ethics
Commission in August 1998, when Mr. Riftin was Executive Director and Mr. Shechtman its
chairman. The pertinent p4ges are annexed hereto as Exhibit'A".

Where the substantiating documentation to these ethics complaints is not already in the possession
ofthe Ethics Commission, it is enclosed. An inventory of these enclosed materials, as oiganized in
separate file folders, is appended to the end of this letter. To further assist you, a Table of Contents
follows to facilitate access to the interrelatd but nonetheless separate and distinct, ethics complaints
herein.

TABLD OF CONTENTS

Inhoduction............. ...... 4

A. CJA's Ethics Conphint Ageinst the Ethics Commissioners for ssubrtantiel
Neglect of Duty, end .Gross Misconduct in Office. ...........7
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c. cJA'r Ethicr compleint egeinst Govcrnor Georye peteki end
Ethics Commission Chairman peul Shechtman ................ 14

n. cJA's Ethics compleint egeinrt thc lrtyS commission on
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E. cJA'c second supplement to itr Merch 22,lggs Ethicr compleint
egeinst thc IttYS Commission on Judicial Conduct ............... .............. 25

l lCJA's Ethics Complaint against Attorney Generel Eliot Spitzer, perrone\r ......27 
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INTRODUCTION

Tlre eryidence herein presemed is of systemic governmental comrption reaching New york's highest
state officer, the GovernoE its highest legal officer, the State Attorney General, -O tttr essential state
monitoring agency whose purpose is to safeguard the integrity ofstate officers and state agencies,
the State Ethics Commission.

The Commissioners have a clear conflict of interest in reviewing CJA's ethics complaints against
themselveg ttreir chairmaq and the authorities who designated them. Indeed, based on the
disqtralification ofthree ofthe Ethics Commissionerg there is not evelr a quorum of the required three
members to address these complaints.

Pttescntb, there are only four Ethics Commissioners. This, because the Governor has maintained a
vacancy on the Ethics Commission for the past 22 montlu, in violation of Executive Law $94.5,requiring him to fill any vacancy "within sixty days of its occurrence". Of the four current
Commissioners, Chairman Shechtman is absolutely disqualified because all the ethics complaints
herein either directly involve his misconduct or the oonsequenoes of that misconduct. Thatleaves
three Commissioners. Ofthese, Robert Guffra" who the Governor appointed in November 199g, is
also disqualified. IvIr. Guffra is not only the nominee of former Attorney General Dennis Vacco,
against whom CJA'sDecember 16,19..f'7 ethics complaint is personally directed, but clerked for two
of the federal judges ultimately involved in the $1933 federal action presented by that complaint.
These are Ralph Winter, ChiefJudge ofthe Second Circuit Court of Appeals, and William Rehnquist,
Chieflu$ice ofthe U.S. Supreme Court, each of whom aided and abetted in the obliteration of ALL
adjudicative and ethical standards by the lower federal judges in Doris L. fussower v. Hon. Guy
Mangano, et al. (#94 civ. 4514 (rEs), 2nd cir. #96-7905, us s. ct. #98-106) to protect the
defendant New York's Appellate Division, Second Department judges and State Attorniy General,
zued for comrption. By reason oftheir judicial misconduct, including a fraudulent decision by Chiei
Judge Winter comrpting the federal judicial complaint mechanism under 2g U.S.C. EfZ4c;r,
impeachment complaints have been filed against them with the House Judiciary Committee, as well
as criminal complaints, fild with the Justice Department's Public Integrity Section 2. No ,."*n"Ufv

I The enclosed cert petition of the Sasso wer v. Mangano fideral uion [File Folder ..I'] contains
tlrc dmrnents e$ablishing Chief Jrdge Winter's comrption of the g372(c) judicial complaint process: (l) plaintiff-
appellant Dds L. Sassowtr's $372(c) miscardrct complaints against the district judge and appellate pun[ f,e,-zqZ;A-2511; (2) Chief Judge Winter's decision dismissing the complaints ta-zgt;iEl plaintilr-appellant Sassower,s
petitio for review to the Second Circuit Judicial Council of Judge Winter's d;ision tA-2721;and (4) the Second
Circuit Judicial Council's order denying review tA-3 U.

' Copies of CJA's March 23,lggS impeachment complaint ard Jub 27,lgg1criminal cmplaint
against Chief Judge Winter are reprintd respectively, in the appendix to the Sasso wer v. Mangano cert petition
[4-301, at A-316] and srpplururtal brief [SA4fl [File Fol&r"I']. Both that cert petition and supplementl brief
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objective observerwotrld believe thst Mr. Giufta could faidy and impartially address the Decenrber
16, 1997 ethics complaint or the instant ethics complaints against the Commission on Judicial
Nomination and the Commission on Judicial Conduct, also involving the kssov,er v. Mo*o'
federal action, when doing so would require hinr, under ethical rules olprofessional responsib-ility,
to take stePs to ensure impeachment and criminal investigations of each of these powerful high-
ranking judgeq with whom he doubtlessly continues to have personal and professionral relationshils.

Also dsquafified by reason of his personal and professional relationships is Ethics Commissioner O.
Peter Sherwoo4 appointed by the Governor on the nomination of the Comptroller. Mr. Sherwood
was Solicitor Cfisal under former Attorney General Robert Abrams. The litigation misconduct of
Attorney General Abrams' office is encompassed in CJA's Septenrber 14, lggs rtni* complaint. Mr.
Sherwood is also a fonner officer and mernber of the Executive Committee of the Association of the
Bar of the City ofNew York [hereinafter 

"the City Bar"]. Investigation of these ethics complaints
would readily reveal the pivotal role of the City Bar's leadershif in facilitating and enabling the
systemic corruption and abuse of power by state agencies and officials, documeited herein3.

This learrcs a sirgle Ethics Conrnissioner, former State Supreme Court lustice Crossel, appointed by
the Governor in 1997' Even were he not conflicted, by reason of the personal and professional ties
that led to his appointment, Mr. Gossel alone cannot constitute a quorum under Executive Law
$e4.6.

Under the circumstances, these separatc, yet intenelated, ethics conrplaints should be referred to
other investigative bodies. Initially, referral should be made to Attorney General Spitzer's,.public
integrity unit" -- whose creation Mr. Spitzer announced on lanuary 27, lggg at th; City g"r, *itt
great rhetoric as to its purpose: to ensure "the integrity of our public institutions"; ..to investigate
and root out corruption throughout the state"; "to shine light into the dark corners of the state and

were prwidod to tlrc Cmnissln qr ldiciat Nqninaior and the Cornmissian on Judicial Cqrdrrct' - ard form part
of CJA's instet €thics cmrplainS against tlsn. Indoed, the Cmrnission on Judicial Nomination was providod with
a free-standing copy of the July 27,1998 criminal complaint, where Exhibit "J-1" thereto is a March 2g, 1996
criminal complaint against Judge Winter, based on his participation in the fratdulent and retaliatory appellate
decision tn Elena Ruth kssower and Doris L. fussower v. iatherine Field, et a/.. As for the irp.*rrrrr"nt-
criminal complaint against Chief Justice Rehnquist, based on the Sassorye r v. Mangano federal *tioru a copy ofCJA's November 6, 1998 mrtrandum to the House Judiciary Commitlee and Public Integrlty Section is enclosed
[File Folder "f'].

3 Reking Mr. Sherwood's gurlty knowledge of the appearance and actuallty of his disqgali$ing
bias is his failure to return any of fanr ptrone messages [3/12199;3/l-i/gg (2x);3/19t99], including a voice mai
message' fa infarnatiqr as to his t€nure as Solicits Crersal fd Mr. Abrams and the oflices he held aithe City Bar.
Such information was expressly identified as being for the purpose of evaluating his disqualification as Ethics
Commissioner from consideration of CJA's ethics complaints.

!
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make sure that those who thrive on secrecy and obfirscation no longer do so". A copy of the
transcript ofMr. Spitzer's ittspiting City Bar r€maxls - 8rd CJA's agdience comment and quistion -
is annored as Exhibit "C" (pp.  r1o; 13-14) Such referral migtf have the added benefit of prompting
Mr. Spitzer to rctually set up such unit. This, he has not done despite the lapse of trro months -- a
friod longer than the p€riod beween his hotly-contested Novernber 3, 1998 eiection and his January
l, 1999 inauguration, within which he appointed Mr. Riftin as one of his top aides.

Mr. Spitzer's delay in Ttting up his "public integrity unit' may bc attributable to his recognition that
it could rrct credibty "clean uy'' comrption el_sewhere in state government without first ..cleaning up,,
the comrption inthe Attorney General's office that is the subject of CJA's September 14, l99j and
Decernber 16, 1997 ethics complaints -- covered up by nnr. ni*in. Indeed, in conjunction with our
January 27, 1999 @mment and question to Mr. Spitzer (Exhibit "C": pp. 13-14), we publicly
presented him with a January 27,lggg letter highlighting those ethict *^pl.ints and Mr. Riftin,s
cover-up. A copy of CJA'g JanuarT 27, 1999letter - to which the Ethics Commission is en
indicated recipient - is enclosed [File Folder *tr'|.

Jhe fact that Mr. Spitzcr has complaely ignored that tetter, which additionally called upon him to
initiate an investigation of the appointment and confirmation of Albert RosenLhtt to the Court of
Appeals -- based on the transmitted evidentiary proof that the Governor and Senate Judiciary
Committee had colluded in the comrption of the "merit selection" process by the Commission on
Iudicial Nomination and the Commission on Judicial Conduct -- suggests that our new Attorney
General does not have the courage of his rhetoric and that he is compromised by personal ani
professional relationshipsa and

' SdrofdresedisqualiSingrelationships maybc gleaned from newspaper articles. Among ther4"Spitzer Claims victory; And Now, the Litigation-, in the ttovemuer 20, 1998 New york Law Journal (Exhibit*C") which reported the participation of Election Law attorney, Henry r. n"rg% in otuurisning Mr. spitzer,s
ryrrow election victory' In apparent violation of Judiciary Law g41.2, Mr. Berger iras been chairman of the Statc
CmrnissimqrJrdbialCodrtsincelgg0qlggl (Jbe p.2l,iifra). Mr.Beiger'scomplicityinthe comrption
of the Cqnnrissiqr qr Judicial Cqrduct is identified in CJA's $l,oOO public interest ad,,,Restraining ,Liars in the
Courtroom' and on the Public Payrolf',New York Law Journal ,8/27197,pp. 3-4, [annexed as Exhibit ..A,, toCJA's Janvuy 27, 1999 ltr to Mr. Spitzer: File Folder "IP]. More recently, a column- en titld,,Republicans Geta Pass from Spitzer - for Now" in the February 8, 1999 New York Observer. (Exhibit *D') abogi Mr. Spitzer,s
Ctty Br annourc€rl€rt of a "public integrty unit-, identified that trvo years ago the Governor offered Mr.'spitzer
the position of aiminal justioe coordinator. This, presumably, was on the recomme,ndation of lv[r. Shechunan, th€nin that position and' before that, counset to Manhattan Distict Attomey Robert Morgenthau (from lggT-lgg3),
u'here IUr. Spitzcwas an Assistant District Auorney (from 1986- lggz),including Chielof the Labor Racketeering
Unit (fiun l9l-1992). Notrvithstanding Mr. Shechnnan's full knowledge of Mr. Rifkin's oflicial misconduct as
Executive Director of the Ethics Commission in dumping CJA's ethics complaints, infra,thecolumn quotes Mr.
Shechtnan as eirdcsing Mr. Spitzer's appoinnnent of Mr. Riftin to nur the Att"-.vb".*al's Albany oflice as"a very sawy appoinunent". As to Mr. Riftfut" the mlumn characterizes him and tlle Governor's counsel. James
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Consequently, in referring these ethics complaints to Mr. Spitzer's non-existent ..public integrity
unit", the Ethics Commission should r€que$ that if the Attorney General's personal and profess[nal
relationships and self-interest would interfere with the independence of his "public iniegrity unit"
investigation of the systemic and high-level state comrption here at issge -- including Ui. fimrr',
pivotal role -- he seek the appointment of a special prosecutor. In th3 likely event that such special
prosecutor cannot be obtained - because appointment is made by the Governor, whose official
misconduct the special prosecutor would be investigating - Mr. Spitzer should be asked to make a
refenal to the U.S' Justice Department's Public Integrity Section of itr Ctirin4 Division. As rnay
be seen from CJA's July 27,1998 criminal complaint to the Public Integrity Section [File Foldei35I'f 4gainst the lower federal judges in the kssower v, Mangano eaeiat action -- which is also
against the State Attorney General -- the Public Integrity Section already has doc'mentary proof of
the Attorney General's criminal complicity in systemic state governmental comrption" inlhaing of
the judicial process€s, state and federal - and is knowledgeable of the Ethics Commission,s collusive
inaction (at pp. l-3).

A. CJA'S COMPI,AINT AGAINST THE DTEIC{I
COMMISSIOIYERS FOR "SUBSTANTIAL NEGLECT OF
DUTY'AND *GROSS MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE,

Until noq CJA tEs fled three formal ehics conrplaints with the State Ethics Cornmission. fire first,
dated February 5, 1992, was against the State Board of Elections for protecting Republican ani
Democratic party leaders and their cross-endorsed judicial candidates by failing to investigate a
comrpt written deal trading judgeships and the illegally-conducted judicial nominating conventions
implementing it and for its litigation misconduct to prevent judicial review of its malfeasance in the
Election law case, Casaacmv. Colavita, et al.,brutglrtby Doris L. Sassower, as proDono counsel,
to Republican and Denrocratic petitionerg aciingpro bono pubtico. Supporting the february 5, lgg2
ethics complaint was a full copy of the Castracan v. Colavita case niet, rupfn"a to the Ethics

McGuire, as "buddies".

t Mr. Spitzcrmayhave a particular self-interest in not examining Mr. Riftin,s cov€r-up of CJA,s
mcritriotrs February 5, 1992 ethics complaint against the NYS Board of Elections , pp. 7 and 9 (frr. 9) infra.
According to a special report in the December 28, 1998 New York Times (Exhibit ;'d1, t "o of Mr. Spitzer,s
dernocratic rivals had filed complaints against him with the Board of Elections three morths beforethe November
electioru which the Board had yet to consider nearly two months after theelection.

6 Castracanv. Colavita, et al.,S.Ct Albany Co. #6056/90; Appellate Divisiorq 3rd Dept. #62134;
Ct of Appeals, Mo. No. # I 06 I . Also enclmed was a copy of the record in the companion Electim Law case of fudy
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v' Commission on Judicial Con&rct "has decided the matters you presented to the [Ethics]Commission in your original complaint." Apart from the file proof estabiishing the decision to be a
fraud, the decision" on its face, shows that NO judicial determination was ever made as to the
lawfulness of Commission's dismissals ofthe eigfitfacially-meritorious judicial complaints, which
were disposed of with the express claim that "the issue is not before the Court". This was pointed
out to Mr. Riftin in our January 24,l9Eiletter (at p. 5) in response to his October 3, 1995 dismissal
and before that in our September 14, 1995 supplement itsel{ which highlighted (at p. 4) that by that
very claim - although false - the Ethics Commission was free to address the March ZZ., tggS ethics
complaint.

F. cJA's ETHrcs coMpLr\INT AGAINST ATToRNDT GEI\IERAL
SPTTZE& PERSONALLY

This formal ethics complaint against Attorney General Spitzer, personally, is based on his wilful
protectionism of the powerful political interests and individuals impiicated in the systemic
governmental comrptiorq reflected by these numerous ethics complaints.

fu detailed by CJA's Jenuary 27,1999letter to Mr. Spitzer [File Foldcr (II'1, long before his
election as Attorney G€neral, Mr. Spitzer had notice of his predecessor Attorneys General s litigation
fraud and misconduct in the three litigations encompassed by the September ti, tggs and December
16' 1997 ethics complaints: the two Article 78 proceedings, Sassowe r v. Mangano and kssaner v.
Commi$on on Judicial Conduct, and the $1983 federal action, Sassower u. Mong*o. Moreover,
on December 24, 1998, CJA gave Mr. Spitzer full copies of the ethics complaints themselves,
including a copy of the file in Sassower v. Commission on Judicial Conduct,.o thut, based on this
dispositive proof of Mr. Rifkin's subversion of the Ethics Commission piotecting the Attorney
Generaland his comrption ofthe judicial process, Mr. Spitzer could rescindthe appointment of Mr.
Riftin as his Deputy Attorney General for State Counsel. Simultaneously, and so that Mr. Spitzer
could rescind the appointment of Michelle Hirshman as his First Depuiy Attorney General, we
provided him with correspondencet5 reflecting her betrayal of the public trust as Chief of the public
Comrption Unit of the U.S. Attorney for the Southern District ofNew yorh when presented with
the case file evidence of the Attorney General's comrption of the state judicial piocess in the
ksswer v- Mangano and Sassorver v. Commission on Judicial Conduct Article 7g proceedings -
and the inaction and cover-up of the Brooklyn and Manhattan District Attornevsx.

See pp- 4-5 of CJA's July 27,1998 criminal complaint to tlrc U.S. Justice llepertment,s
Public Integrity Section and Erhibit "G'thereto, particularly, "G2" and .c--4" 

[File Folder.I'].
x As refl€cted by tlre Jarury 27, lggg City Bar transcript (Exhibit "B", p. 6), Mr. Spitzer has highpraise for Manhattan Dstrict Attorney Robert Morgenthau, for whom he long wo*ed (Sb, ftr. i, rrpra1. lir.
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CfA's December 24, 1998 transmittal letter to Mr. Spitzefl identified that the most recent far-
reaching consequences ofthe comrption of the Commission on Judicial Conduct, covered up by Mr.
Riftin and lt[s. Ffinhmaq was the elevation of Albert Rosenblatt to the Court of Appeals. euoting
from ourNovemb€r 18, 1998 letter about the Commission on Judicial Nomination's fraudulent .,well
qualified" rating ofJustice Rosenblatt, a copy ofwhich we enclosed, our December 24,1998 letter
reiterated (at p. 2) that among Mr. Spitzer's fir$ priorities strould be the setting up an office of public
intqgrtty'\rith inve*igation ofthe State Commission on Judicial Conduct and the State Commission
on Judicial Nomination among its top assignments."

Four days later, by letter dated December 28, 19982r, CIA transmitted to Mr. Spitzer a copy of its
Letter to the Editor, "An Appeal to Fairness: Revisit the Court of Appealf', appearing in that day's
New York Post, publicly announcing CJA's intention to "call[] upon our new state attorney general,
as the 'People's lawyer,' to launch an official investigation". To support such investigation - and
the need for "an office of public integnty under the attorney general to monitor state governm€nt"--
our December 28, 1998 letter stated that we would ready for transmittal the documentary materials
provided to the Commission on Judicial Nomination in opposition to Justice Rosenblatt. Those and
other documentary materials were then publicly presented to Mr. Spitzer, in-han4 immediately
following his January 27, L999 public announcement at the City Bar of his "public integrity unit;,
under CfA's January 27, 1999 coverletter.

Ttrc twufold purpose of CJA's January 27, 1999 coverletter wrs to put Mr. Spitzer on notice of his"mandatory obligations under professional and ethical rules" - which we listed for him (at fn. l) --
to take corrective action in the three cases forming the basis of CJA's September 14, 1995 and
December 16, 1997 ethics complaints and to initiate an investigation of Justice Rosenblatt's
fraudulent appointment and confirmation, either within the Attorney General's office or by a refenal
to the Ethics Commission, whose jurisdiction includes the Commission on Judicial Nomination and

Mqgendrnr's stahrs wurld be cqrsiderably diminished by exposure of his failure to respond to the Noticc of Right
to Seek lntervention in Sassoper v. Commission on Judicial Conduct,which his office thereafter covered-up-by
deceit, simultaneous with its pretense that CJA's May 19, 1995 criminal complaint against the Commissio.,
substantiated by the Sassower v. Commission Article 78 petitiorL "is insulficient to warrant or support a criminal
proseofio". This, in additiqr to o<posure of Mr. Morgenthau's oflicial misconduct in aiding and abetting the state
judicial cornption long documented by George Sassower (Cf fu. 13, supra) and for which Mr. Sassower, himself
seeking to intervene in Doris Sassower's Article 78 proceeding against the Commissiorq sought to add Mr.
Morgenthau as a respondent

27 CIA's Ihcember 24,lgg}htter to Mr. Spi&er is unered as Erhibit 'C-l- to GIA's Jenurry
27,tgw_ letter to him [File Folder'II'1.

n CJA's lhcember 28, 1998letter to Mr. Spiter is annexed es Exhibit 'C-2' to CJA's Jenuery
27,1999letter to him [File Folder'II'1.

i<
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Mr' Spitzo to CJA's January z7,l9}..�gletter, like his non-responsc to oqr Decenrber
24,1998 and December 28,1998 letters, is wholly inconsistent with his announced commitment to
ensure "the integrity ofotr public institutions'. Indee4 as pointed out by the January 27, 1999letter
(at p. 3), Mr. Spitzer's failure to discharge from his inner circle p"r*nr such as Mr. Riftin and Ms.
Hirshman belies his claim as to the "merit" of his staff appointments and demonstrates the
impossibility ofthe Attorney General's office becoming, as he promised, "the greatest public interest
law firm the state has ever seen". The fact that Mr. Spitzer has rpt set up his "fubftc integrity unit,, --
when the imperative for such unit was reinforced, overwhelmingly, Uy Crn;s document-supported
corresponden@ -- shows that Mr. Spitzer's priority is not the public good, but what is gooi 

-for 
his

powerfi'rl friends and political allies, complicitous in the systemic gou.-..ntal comrption presented
in that correspondence.

CONCLUSION

As hereinabove demonstrated, the consequences of your wilful inaction on CJA,s April I l,lgg7,
June 9, 1997, and December 16,lggT letters has been the subversion of yet more vital state agencies
and functions, to the profound detriment of the People of this state. To protecl the public from the
systemic depredations of high-ranking, politically-powerful state officers, established by the record
herein' immediate investigation ofthese ethics complaints is essential. In view of your disqualification
and conflict-of-interest, referral must be made to Attorney General Spitzer's "publi, intigity unit,,,
with a request that ifthe Attorney General's own disqualifyrng conflicts of inteiest and peisonal and
professional relationships would prevent independent investigation by that as yet non-ixistent unit,
he seek appointment of a special prosecutor and, if unsuccessful, make a referral to the U.S. Justice
Department's Public Integrity Section.

Additionally, based on the overwhelming proof of Chairman Shechtman's *substantial neglect of
duty''and "goss misconduct in office", the public is entitled to his prompt removal by the GJvernor
pursuant to $94.7 of the Executive Law -- and steps must be taken to iecure that end.

ELENA RUTI{ SASSOWE& Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

Enclosures: Inventoried on accompanylng pages
cc: Governor George Pataki

IIYS Attorney General Eliot Spitzer
NYS Commission on Judicial Nomination

ATT: Stuart Summit, Counsel
NYS Commission on Judicial Conduct

ATT: Gerald Sterq Administrator


