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Septernber 25, Lgg4

Letter to the Editor
The New York Times
229  Wes t  43 rd  S t ree t
New York,  New york LOO36

Dear Edltor

Your september 17th edltorlal about the New york gtate

Attorney Generar recognizes that ,voters need to know how the
candidates lntend to handre the Jobrs neat-and-potatoes work of
defending the state agalnst  legal  act ionsr.

we agree--and berreve you shourd arert voters to a
part icular legal  act lon,  defended by the Attorney Generar.  r t  is
a case about which the candidates for that office must be
speci f icat ly quest ioned since i t  wtr l  be on the desk of  whomever

is elected our next Attorney General.

The ease, entlt led

dl . ,  d i rectry af fects the publ ic.  r t  charges high-rankLng Judges
with abusing their  Judlc ia l  of f lce for  pol l t lcar,  retar iatory
purposes. It is instructive to see how the Attorney General
defended the Judges sued in that regar action. He refused to
enforce the raw and rules governLng Judlctal dlsquallfLeatLon and
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permitted the very Judges sued ln the proceedlng to declde thelr

own case. How dld the Judges decide? predictably, they granted

the motion of thelr own attorney, the Attorney General, and

dlsn lssed the caae agalnst  theneelveg.  Thle may eound l lke

something out of Al ice ln l{onderland, but the result has been a

very real cover-up of Judicial corruptJ.on--alded and abetted by

the Attorney General.

'  Presently, the matter ls before our Statefs hlghest

Court, the New York Court of Appeals--where the Attorney General

argues--without the slightest legal authorlty--that there should

be no appel late review of  h is judic ia l  c l ientst  sel f -Lnterested

decis ion in their  favor.

For the votlng publlc to choose lntell lgently who

should be our next Attorney General, the press must Lnsl-st that

each candidate respond to the facts of this extraordinary case.

Those facts show that a naJor governnental ecandal has taken

place and that our constitutional rights are lrnperiled by the

very government officials whose duty it ls to protect those

rights, including the Attorney General of the State of New York.

Any candidate who cannot unequlvocally condemn the

abandonment of the most basic rule of law that, rrno man can be the

judge of his own causerr lacks the cornpetence and courage required

of our Statets highest law enforcement of f icer.
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Finarly, since the next Attorney Generar wrrr, upon
taking of fLce, have the i r refutable evLdence of  Judic iar
corruptLon that ls fulry documented in this case, the issue of
judiciar corruption lE not an abstract oh€. rt is irnnedlate and
grave. Consequently, the candldates nust also defLne the role
that the Attorney Generar wilr play, as rrthe peoplers lawyerr, in
safeguarding the integrity of our third branch of government. At
present,  the Attorney Generalrs of f lce nei ther invest igates

complaints of judiclal corruption nor even refers thenr for

investigation.
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The Center for Judlclal Accountabtflty
part isan ci t izensr group worklng to inprove
of  the  jud lc ia ry .

€Grtq 4z"
ELENA RUTH SASSOI{ER, Coordinator
Center  for  Judic la l  Accountabl l l ty

a non-
qual i ty


