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horv rveakened theY were) during

development and testing.
Dr.  SidneY Wolfe, director ot

Publ ic Cit izen's Health Research

Group, says the Plan to limit corPo-

rate i iabi l i ty is "hypocrisy at the

ver,v least." Even some in the drug

industrv feel it goes too [ar.
Not surprisinglY, ihe foundation

has financial backing From some ot

the biggest names in the Pharma-
ceuticaf industry including Bristol-

Nlyers Squibb Co., Eli LillY & 9o'
and Nlarion Merell Dow. Another
drug  manufac turer ,  G laxo ,  has

giuei an undisclosed amount to the

foundation, in addition to contrt-

butions of approximatelY $325,000
to  the  Repub l ican  Par tY  and

Republican candidates. As a whole,

the drug industr,v contributed more

than $1.6 million to the Republican
Party in the l99l-94 election cycle'

SSU Censored Researcher:
Tina Duccini

CON/INIENTS: Author Leslie Weiss

said the plan to striP the FDA of its

porver did not receive suff ic ient
"ou.ttg. in the mass media. "Once

I  learned o f  the  Progress  &

Freedom Foundation's (PFF) Pro-
posal to gut the FDA' I  was sur-

p r ised  a t  the  lack  o f  coverage, i t
ieceived. lVhen PFF released the

report, it received coverage only in

the Woll Street lournal (and then,

of course, in Nlother lones)."
When asked whY the general
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devices for healing is second nature'

We expect qualitY and dePend on

the  FDA to  ensu re  i t '  Ou r  l i ves

depend  on  i t .  AnY  d i scuss ion  o f

altering the safeguards that protect

u, frori potentiallY dangerous drugs

or medical devices must take Place

in a public forum; otherwise, we rislr

fall ing victim-financially and phys-

icallyl-1e what easily co-uld become

public should know more about this

issue. Weiss said, "For most of us,i ssue,  Wetss  sa td '  ro r  mos l  u t  u r '  '+

rel iance on therapeut ic drugs and p

SYNOPSIS: For more than three

dr."d.r, the Soviet Union and norv

Rurri^ secretlv PumPed bill ions of

ea l lons  o f  a tomic  waste  d i rec t lY

i-nto the earth and, according to

Russian scientists, the practice con-

tinues todaY.
The scientists said Moscow had

in iec ted  about  ha l f  o f  a l l  the

nuclear waste it ever produced into

the  ground a t  th ree  w ide lY  d is -

o.rr.? sit.r, all thoroughlY wet and

,ll n.rt maior rivers' The three sites

are at Dimitrovgrad near the Volga

River,  Tomsk near the Ob River,

and KrasnoYarsk  on  the  Yen ise i

River.  The Volga f lorvs into the

Casp ian  Sea and the  Ob and

Yeniiei flow into the Arctic Ocean'

T h e  i n i e c t i o n s  v i o l a t e  t h e

accepted rules of nuclear waste dis-

posai, which require it to be iso-

iated in impermeable containers for

thousands of years. The Russian
scientists claim the practice is safe
because the  wastes  have been
iniected under laYers of shale and
clay, which in theorY cut them off
from the Earth's surface.

an unregulated industry" , * !

Weisls charged, 
"Drug and med-

ical  device Piod,tcers, with their

well-financed lobbying armies, are

the  on ly 'benef ic ia r ies  o f  l im i ted

media "ou.t tg.  on this subiect

Reduced sa fe tY  regu la t ions  and

clinical testing periods reduce their

costs by millions of dollars' So does

,ed,,,.ing liability regulation'" ni:'

7ffit
Rrrssia Iniects-
eann l|lfrth Nuke 4
Waste
Source:
THE NEW YORKTIMES
Date: I ll2ll9+
Title: "Poison in the Earth:

A special rePort; Nuclear

Roulette for Russia: BurYing

Uncontained Waste," o

Author: William f. Broad

But the wastes at one site alreadY

have leaked bevond the exPected
range and "spread a great distance,"
the Russians said. They did not saY
whether the distance was meters or
hilometers or rvhether the poisons
had reached the surface.

They began injecting the waste
as a way to avoid the kind of sur-
facc-storage disasters that began to

Plague them in the l9 i0s.  But  by

any measure, the iniect ions were

one o f  the  Co ld  War 's  darkes t

secrets.
The amount  o f  rad ioac t iv i tY

iniected bY the Russi i rns is uP to

three bill ion curies. By conrparison,

the  acc ident  a t  the  ChernobYl
nuclear porver plant released about

5 0  m i l l i o n  c u r i e s  o f  r a d i a t i o n ,  '

mostlv in shortlived isotopes that

decayed in a few months. The acci-

den i  a t  Three lv t i le  Is land d is -

charged about  50  cur ies '  The .
iniec"ted wastes include cesium- 

--

137, with a half life of 30 years, and I
strontium-9O, with a half life of 28 J^ I
years and a bad reputation because i V

It binds readily with human bones'

The Russians ate now working I
w i t h  t h e  U . S .  D e P a r t m e n t  o t  \

E*tg'y to try to better predict how -'Q

fr, "id fast ihe radioactive waste is ''*i

likely to spread through aquifers'
At best, the Russian rvaste maY

stav underground long enough to

be iendereJ largelY harmless bY the
process of radioactive decal:

At worst,  i t  might leak to the

sur face  and Produce reg iona l

c a l a m i t i e s  i n  R u s s i a  a n d  a r e a s

downstream along the rivers' If the

radioactivity spreads through the

rvorld's oceans, experts say, it might

prompt a global rise in birth defects

and cancer deaths.
At the least, the media should

be reporting what progress is being

m a d e  b y  t h e  D e P a r t m e n t  o f

Energl' to monitor this potentially

horrendous disaster.
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SSU Censored Researcher:
Vanessa Nlann

COMIvIENTS: Given the Potential
scope of this radioactive waste dis-

astir, relatively little media atten-

tion appeared following the original

iVu, ioiA Times storY on November

21, 199+, by William J. Broad' The

original Times storY was Picked uP

b v  t h e  N I e m P h  i s  C o m m e r c i a l

A.PPeaI,  the Santc Cruz Sent inel ,

and the Creenwire on lIlTll9i'
On November  22 ,  the  Minn-

eabolis Star Tribune editorialized,
" I i  there  is  a  s i l ver  l in ing  in  the

horr i fy ing disclosure of i r respon-

s i b l e  u n d e r g r o u n d  r a d i o a c t i v e

waste disposal in Russia, it is that

the  wor ld  now knorvs  a t  leas t

something about what haPPened'

W h e n  t h e  C o l d  W a r  w a s  h o t ,

much information-that Russian

nuclear instal lat ions pumped bi l -

l i o n s  o f  g a l l o n s  o f  r a d i o a c t i v e

waste into underground rock for-

mat ions- renra ined the  deePest

state secret."
IVIost interestingl,v, and not cov-

ered e lservhere,  the Star  Tr ibune

revealed that the nuclear engineers

at Hanford, Washington, and Oak

Ridee,  Tennessee,  exPer imented

w i t f ,  subsu r face  d i sPosa l  a l so ,

although on a much smaller scale

and , i lo , rer  concentrat ions than

that of the Russian scientists'

A netvs database search indicated

there u'ere no follow-up stories on

these revelations throughout 1995'
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Horvever, bY the end of the Year,
there rvere indications that Russia

was making some attemPts to deal

with its ralioactive rvaste problem'

O n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 ,  1 9 9 5 ,  t h e

Greenrvire reported that Russia and

Norrvay signed an agreement on
Nor r vay  s l gneq  a I l  aB rcs r r r L r r r  v r r  

{ '

De"e*i., 15 to sork together on 
'

nuclear  waste d isPosal ,  inc luding ;
s p e n t  n u c l e a r  f u e l  d u m P e d  b v  ; '

Russ ia ;  on  December  i l ,  Reu te rs  '

repor ted a lo int  venture bY faPan

and the Uni ted States to bui ld  a

radioactive liquid w'aste storage and

reorocessing Plant in Russia' :'William 
f. Broad, author of the

original  art ic le in The New Yorft

Tiies, declined to resPond to our

questionnaire attempting to follow-

up on his storv.

I

' $1r".
Per'

Medical Frarrd-
Ccsts the Nation
$f OO Billion
AnnuallY-
Or Morc
)ource:
NIOTHER JONES
Date: illarcVAPril 1995
Tit le:  " \ ledscam"o

Author: L.J. Davis

S\\OPSIS: The United States

tril l ion annual health bill is 14

cent of the gross donrestic product'

rr l ing the-medical industrY the

largestLusi.,ess in the land'

b f  t h i s  s u m '  a  s t a g g e r t n g

amount is stolen' According to the

Nriiontt Health Care Anti-Fraud

Arroci.tion, the YearlY swag totals

l.i*..n $3 l-5t3 bill ion; according

, " - , f t .  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  G e n e r a l

A..ounti.tg Office, the annual take

ii Sroo biil ion; according to ojtre.r

inu.rtigrtott the amount is as high

as $2i0 bill ion. In fact, an extenstve

Nlother /ones investigation discov-

ered that no one reallY knows horv

much moneY is  s to len  f rom the

medical sYstem everY Year-and'
possibly even worse' no one has anY

way of finding out'
i t t t  ou*t t-  lv ledicare and

lvledicaid iere created in 196!, no

soecialized police force was estab-

l ished unt i i  1978, giv ing the bad

guys, according to Bill \\&atleY fr''
president of the Nat ional Assoc-

iation of lvledicaid Fraud Control

Units, "a l3-year head start, and we

neu., caughi up. The PeoPle who

put  th is  ptogt"*  together  d idn ' t

be l i eve  tha t  t he  [ hea l t h  ca re

providers]  in  the Progran would

commit  f raud,  because medic ine
was such a high calling."

Unfor tunate ly ,  such oPt imism
w a s  m i s p l a c e d ;  i t  d i d  n o t  t a k e
hcal th care providers long before
thcv developed a series of medscam
techniques including the follorving:

UPcoding: a doctor performs one
rncdical procedure and charges the

insurer for another (more profitable)

one;
IJnbundling: the whole is some-

times worth less than the sum of its

parts. A wheelchair broken dorvn

into its comPonents-a wheel here'

a seat there-t' i th a seParate bil l

for each, can mean bigger Profits;
PharmacY Fraud: a conuPt Phar-

macist, often abetted by a physician

and a pat ient ,  d isPenses a gener ic

drug r"ih., than a brand-name drug

and-pockets the difference;

Pivchiat r ic  Schemes:  in  the

1980; ,  the nat ion exPer ienced an
"epidemic"  of  c l in ica l  depression '

as hospital chains fi l led their beds

with teenagers, the overweight, and

substance abusers;

Home Health Care: this includes

overbil l ing, bil l ing for services not

rende red l  k i ckbacks ,  t he  use  o f

untrained ( i 'e.  inexpensive) per-

sonnel, and the delivery of unnec-

essary equiPment;
Chori Potirnts: there are doctors

who continue to treat patients after

they're dead and doctors rvho work

moie than 2l hours a daY'

Social  Securi tY is another area

rife with fraud, costing bill ions of

dol lars.  The Social  Securi tY Ad-

ministration (SSA) runs a $l'4 bil-

lion program that PaYs drunks and

i u n k i e s " t o  r e m a i n  d r u n k s  a n d

iunkies. As long as the substance

abusers  cont inue to  abuse sub-

s t a n c e s ,  t h e Y  r e c e i v e  a  f e d e r a l

payday  everv  month ;  i f  theY go

, t i " ig i , t ,  the  checks  s toP '  In  a
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