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The consumers, bought Wi-
Fi cohnections on domestic air
flights from a company named
Gogq but claimed] they were
trickdd into accepting automatic
monthly renewals bjlled to their
credif cards.

Fastern District]Judge Jack
Weingtein granted preliminary
apprpval on the piftative class
action litigation acdord on Dec.
4. Thk proposed padt would give
clasqd members limited free use
of Gggo's services through pro-
motipnal codes.

The length of the free use
would depend on the amount
of uhused Gogo sfrvice. For
example, one to foUr months of
unuged service wopild result in
a on¢-day pass whille more than
ninefmonths wouldjresult in six
one-flay passes.

Weinstein ackpowledged
setilements generplly viewed
as offering “coupdns” are dis-
favared and said]the codes
“have the flavor ahd scent of
coupons.” He sugdgested the
clains administratpr “attemnpt
to s¢t up a market {gr the promo
codps enabling rdcipients to
conyert them to a dash equiva-
lent} ... This markef would take
the purse of a ‘coupon’ charac-
terigation out of thi case.”

But creating sug¢h a market
was{not essential {pr approval,
he daid, and schedyled an April
5 fajrness hearing.

Weinstein had| permitted
plajntiffs to procepd with the
casp (NYLJ, April £3). He said
Gogo changed its|practice to
alerf customers of ohgoing cosis
aftdr the case was filed.

The proposed |settlement
terms said each npmed plain-
tiff would receive up to $5,000.
Welinstein said the fides agreed
to dtee of up to $750,000 for the
clags counsel.
beorge Volney Gianade, I and
Mighael Reese of Heese LLP in
Mamnhattan repreksenied the
plaintiffs,
Anthony Joseph llaura, 3 mem-
bey at Epstein Becker & Green,
represented Gogo.
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Pay Commission Schedules
Meetings on Judges’ Pay

The New York State Commis-
sion on Legislative, Judicial, &
cutive Compensation will
tmeet 1

judicial salaries.

he meeting will take place at
11 am. at the New York City Bar
Association, 42 W, 44 8t

The cominission has a Dec.
31 deadline to issue its report
on judicial pay.

The commission met Monday
for its first deliberative meeting
aiter a Nov. 30 public hearing.

At this week’s meeting, com-
missionn members agreed state
Supreme Court justices, now
earning $174,000, were due for
a raise but appeared divided on
guestions of how large a raise
was in order and how soon it
sh

hould arvive, :

Nevertheless, commission
chair Sheila Birnbaum, a partner
at Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Suk-
livan, said she hoped the seven
members would be in a position
to vote on compensation recom-
mendations at thelr next meeting

(NYLJ, Dec. 8).
—Andrew Keshner



