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January 3, 19596

Marna Tucker, Chair

The Fellows of the american Bar Foundation
2001 L Street W.W., Suite 300 '
Washington, D.C. 20036

Cear Marna:

This responds to tha notice of a proposed By=-Laws Amendment to
Article IXI, Section 2(i), included with your recent notice of

the Fellows' upcoming mid=vear meeting. Without more, the
proposed amendment effects, "auvtomatically", immediate cessation

of membership in the event a Fellow "ceases to bs a member in
good, standing of the bar."

I must cbject for the reason that the amendment is toec broadly
drawn, unfairly failing +to +ake into account two real-life
gituaticns:

1. an attorney disciplinary order, entered
without due process; and

2. an attorney disciplinary order which is not
final, either because appellate remedies have
not yvet bheen exhausted or because it is a so-
called "interim" order of suspension.

As you may recall, at the Fellows and ABA Annual Meetings this
past summer, I made known the fact that my law license had been
unlawfully suspended, without charges, without a hearing, without
findings, without reasons, and without any right of appellate
review. I reported that I had been denied any appeal, either of
right or by leave and denied, az well, any ost-suspansiaon
hearing as to the alleged basi= of my suspension. That remains
still true today=--more than four and a half vears since issuance
of the so-called "interim" suspension order. In this totally un-
American manner, I have been thus deprived of my professional
livelihoed, career, and reputation in retaliation for my judicial
"whistle=blowing".
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I provided you and other Fellows with copies of the brochure of
the Center for Judieial Accountability, Inc., the natienal, non-
profit, non-partisan citizen's organization I feunded after my
illegal suspension, to work for much-needed reform in the way we
choose and discipline our juodges--a goal the American Bar
Foundation surely supports. Included with that brachure was a
copy of CJA's Hew York Tipes Op-Ed page ad "Where Do You Go When
Judges Break the Law," published on October 2&, 1994, providing
further information concerning my retaliatory suspension. An
additional copy is enclosed for your convenience,

Having heard nothing from you or any cother Fellews in the
interim, I was most surprised and disappointed that the only word
on the subject was your recently received notice of tha propesed
amendment. Such amendment would terminate my Fellows membership,
without regard to the aforesaid eircumstances.

As you can see from the enclesed clipping from the Dacember 27,
1395 Hew York Taw Journal, I am presently again raising the issue
of constitutionality of New York's disciplinary law, as written
and as applied, before the Hew York Court of Appeals. I
earnestly reguest that the Fellows of the Ameriecan Bar Foundatien
demonstrate their commitment "to maintain the honor and integrity
of the preofession®™ by urging the New York Court of Appeals tao
take jurisdiction of my appeal, be it of right or by leave.

I am informed that the jurisdictional guestien will not bhe
decided for eight to ten weeks. There would, therefore, be
sufficient time for the Fellows to consider the matter at its
February meeting.

On your request, I will immediately send you a copy of the papers
before the Mew York Court of Appeals. In the meantime, I forward
herewith a copy of the cert petition I filed with the U,3.
Supreme Court last year--laying out the constitutional issues.

Since I am immediately affeeted by adoption of the proposed
amendment, I plan to attend the Baltimere meesting and to speak
in opposition at the February 4th business meeting, when it is
presented for a vote. I will alsc speak te the subject of my
request for amicus curijse or other pro bono assistance in my
continuing challenge to the constituticnality of Hew York's
attorney disciplinary law, as written and applied.

Meantime, please record my opposition to the proposed amendment
for the reasons stated. If possible, please convey my aforestated
views and request to the Fellows membership at large in advance
aof the meeting.
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Thanking you in advance for your anticipated collegiality and
concern, I am, with hest wishes for 199§,

Cordially,

D —

DORIS L. SASSOWER

DLS/er
Enclosures (4) (by mail anly)

oot Herbert Sledd, Vice-Chair
Robert Geltzer, Esg., N.Y.5. Fellows Chair
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Reprinted from the Op-Ed Page, Oct, 28, 1994, THE NEW YORK TIMES

Where Do You Go
When Judges Break the Law?

FF.';J.H THE WwaYy he Cuorent elecloral races are
shaping vp, you'd think judicial comuption
isn't an issue in Mew Yook, Oh, realiy?

On June 14, 1991, a New Yerk State court
suspended an anomey's license to practice law—
immedistely, indefinitely and uncobdidonally. The
artomey was suspended with no notice of charges,
nio bearing, no findings of professional misconduct
and no reasons, All iz violates the law and the
court's oam explicit naes,

Today, more than three vears later, the sus-
pension remains in effect, and the oot refuses even
to provide a bearing as to the basis of the suspension.
Mo appellate review has been allowed,

Can thiz really bappen here in America? Tinot
only can, it did,

The anorney 15 Doris L. Sassower, renowned
nationally a5 a pionest of equal rights and family las
reform, with 3 distinguished 35-year career at the
bar. When the court suspended her, Sassower was
pro bong counsel in a landmark voting rights case,
The caze challenged a polidcal deal involving the
“eross-endorsement” of judicial candidates that was
implemented at ille gaily conducted nominanng con-
venlbons.

Crogs-endorsement is a bartering scheme by
which opposing political parties oominats the sarme
candidates for public office, virually guarantesing
therr election. These “no contest” deals frequently
involve powerful judgeships and turm vOLErs oD &
rubber swamp, ubverting the democrade process. [o
Mew York and other states, judicial cross endorse-
ment is 3 way of life.

O such deal was acmially put into wridng in
1989, Democratic and Republican pary bosses dealt
oilt 2even judgeships over a three-year period. “The
Deal™ also mcluded 3 provisioo that ooe coss-
endorzed candidats would be “elected” 1o a 14-vear
judicial term, then resign eight months after taking
the bench in arder to be “elected" 1o a differant, more
patropage-rich judgeship. The result was a musical-
chairs succession of new judicial vacancies for other
cross-eodorsed candidates o fill.

Druorla Sassower fled a suic w stop this scam,
bot paid a heavy price for ber mle a5 3 judicial
whisde-blower, Judges who were themselves the
products of cross-endorsement dumped the case.

Otber cross-endorsed brethren on e bench then
viciously retaliated against her by suspending her
law Hcense, putting ber out of business ovamight,

Chur state law provides citizens a remedy o
ensure independent review of governmenzl mis-
comduct, Sassower pursued this remedy by 3 sepa-
rate lawsuit against the judges who suspended her
licemse,

- That remedy was destroved by those judges
who, once again, disobeyed the law — this tme, the
lawr prohibiting a judge from deciding & case w
which be is a party and in which be has an interest.
Predictably, the judges dismissed the case against
themselves,

New York's Attomey General, whose job
inclydes defending state judges sued for wrongdo-
ing, argued to our state’s highest court thar there
should be no appellats review of the jodges’ self-
interested decision in their own favor,

Last month, our staie’s highest court — on
which cross-endorzed judges sit — denisd Saszower
any right of appeal, twrning its back oo the most basic
legal principle that “no man shall be the judge of his
own cause,” In the process, that court gave s latest
demopstration that judges and high-ranking state
officials are above the law.

Three years ago this week, Doris Sassower
Aol w Governor Cuomo asking hien (o appodnt a
special prodecutor © mvestigate the documented
evideoce of lawless condoct by judges and te retal-
iatory suspension of ber license. He refused. Mow,
all state remedies have been exhausted,

There is 36l time in the closing days befors
the election o demand that candidates for Governaor
and Atdomey Ceneral address the issue of judicial
corruption, which is real and rampant in this staes,

Where do you go when judges break the law?
You go public.

Contact us with homor stories of your own,

CENTER #
JupiciaL
A CCOUNTABILITY

TEL (814) 421-1200 + FAX (514} 6845554
E-MAIL probana @delahi.com
Box 65, Gedney Statien « White Plaina, MY 10805

The Canter for Judieial Accountabiity, Ing, is & natianal, non-pariisan, sakir-proft cilizans’ orgasization
raiging publie consciguanssy about how judges braek the law and gat away with .
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