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JUDICIAL HOMINATIONS SUBJECT OF COURT CHALLEMNGE:
Party Bosses' "Three-Y¥Year-Flan" Condemnad as "Tllegal Contract!

In a move to reform the way Jjudges are nominated, a legal
proceeding to set aside the judicial nominations of both the
Republican and Democratic Parties in the Ninth Judicial
District--encompassing Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess, Rockland,
and Orange Countiss--was commenced today. A Show Cause Order, to
be heard at the Albany County Cuurthnﬁse on October 5, 1%90, has
been served upon the Westchester Republican County Committee,
the Westchester Democratic County Committee, and wvarious other
officials, calling for the invalidation of the nominations of
Hoen. Francis A. Nicolai and Howard Miller, E=sg. to the Supreme
Court of the Ninth Judicial Distriect, and albert J. Emanuelli,

Esg. to the office of Surrogate of Westchester County.

& Petition filed by Maric M. cCastracan, a registered Republican,
and Vincent F. Bonelli, a registered Demccrat, "acting pro boneg
publice”, alleges that the nominations of Nicolai, Miller and
Emanuelli resulted from an illegal contract in 19389 between

Antheny J. Colavita, as Chairman of the Westchester Republican
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County Committee, and Richard L. Weingarten, the then Chairman of
the Westchester Democratic County Committee. Such ecantract,
adopted and ratified in 19%0 by the current Chairman of the
Wastchester Democratic Ceunty Committes, Dennis Mehiel, was
allagad to be part of a "Three Year Plan" between the two
political party leaders, whereby the parties agreed to cross-
endorse identical Jjudicial candidates--leaving Republican and
Democratic woters no choice between the two major political
parties in the general electicn. The Petitioners charge that
"the electors of the Ninth Judicial District were, in 1989, and
will be, in 1990 and 1991, deprived of their right of 'election'
betwean opposing candidates of the Democratic and Republican
Parties to £ill said judicial eoffices, all in flagrant wvielation
of the provisions of the Ceonstitution of the State of New York

and the Flectieon Law of the State of Hew York™.

Also particularly complained of was a provision of the 1989
"Three Year Plan" under which the Republican Party was assured
the Surrogate wvacancy in 19%0. Through the pelitical contract,
albert Emanuelli, a Republican, was cross-endorsed and elected in
1989 to a l4-year term as a Supreme Court Judge--on the express
condition that he would resign in August 1990 te run for the
vacant Surrogate position without oppeosition from the Demecrats
in 19%0--with the Democrats procuring an agreement that a
Democrat, Francis A. HNicolai, would run unopposed for HMr.

Emanuelli's vacant Supreme Court judgeship.
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The Petitioners are requesting that the Court declare the
contract "illegal, invalid, wvoid, and against public policy".
The Hew York State Board of Electicons will rule on Petitioners'
objections next Thursday, October 4, 1%50, to be followed by a
hearing at the Albany County Courthouse on Friday, October 35,

13390.

Counsel for Petitioners is Deoris L. Sassower, P.C., of White

Flains, Hew ¥York.



LA QFFICES

DORIS L. SASS0WER, P.C.

AR SSUNCVEN AYENUE = WHITE FLAINE MY D606 » RIdSRT-IGTT & FAX: 3450582524

TO: Association of the Bar of the City of New York
Fern Schair Sussman, Esg., Executive Director

FROM: Doris L. Sassower, Esg., Counsel P?Tﬂ E}Eﬁih
HIHTH JUDICIAL COMMITTEE ' -

DATE: ©O2ctoker 1, 1590

Enclosed is our Order to Show Cause, returnable in
Albany on Cctobker 12, 1%90. We beslieve this ilmportant
public issue directly concerns the legal community--and
that bar associations should be heard from.

on behalf of the Ninth Judicial Commmittee, we urgs you
to jeoin us in this ecrucial step to judicial reform by
participating in the filing of an amicus curiae brief.

Time is of the eszsence. Please let us know immediately
if we can count on your support and assistance--and
whether we can notify the Court of wyour intended

participation.
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