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May 19,1999

Special Comnittee on ludicial Conduct
Association ofthe Bar of the City ofNew york
42 West 44th Street
New Yorlg New york 10036-66g9

ATT: Iawrence Zweifac[ Esq.

RE: REVIETVBY TIIE CITY BAR'S CoMMITTEE oN JUDTcIAL coNDUcTAMICUS AND OTHER LEGAL ASSISTANCE

DearMr. Zweifach:

Enclosed is a copy of my May 18, 1999 letter to city Bar president Mchael coopeq handdelivered tothe city Bar's General counsel Alan Rothste,4 y.t;duy 
-in 

p..tin.nt part, the retter requests that theNotice ofRigtrt to Seek Intervention, Notice of FetitionLJ vrrin"a p.titioo in th. ner"ly-commencedArticle 78 proceeding, Elera Ruth sassower, coordinator o!t( crntrrTor luai"tot Accottnnbirity,Inc" acting pro bono pttblico v' commission on Judicial unaoa o/ the stie of Nevror& (Ny co.#99-108551) be forwarded to the city Bar's Special committee on rudiciar conduct for review.
I have notified Mr' Rothstein of my request that you, as a committee mernber, personaly review thepaperq and he has stated that he would make them.Jr"[r. to whoever wishes io * them. I wourdgreatly appreciate ifyou would call Mr. Rothstein Q1248;4623) and ,at trr. i.cessary arrangementsto review the papers at your earliest convenience.

Asyou know' IhaveNo faith and confidence in the committee's chair, Robert Jossen, whose refuvlto disseminate to commiuee members the copy of the file of our prior Article 7g proceeding against thecommission on Judicial conduct was publiclvltilil;;; May 14, 1997 teslimony (pp. l0-l l), aswell as in cJA's $3,000 public interest ̂a,^;n rtuning 
-,i*, 

in the courtroom, and on the publicPayrolf'CI{YLJ' 8127/g7,pp' 3-4)r' The committee's"failure to produce aryt reportof its findings,

t Although both my May 14,1997 testimony beficre the committoe and cJA's aforesaid ad areposted on cJA's website: wwwiudgewatch-.org,hard copiel *. "*ror"a foryourconvenie,nce.



" T

conclusions' and recommendations about the commission on ludicial conduct only confirms thelegitimacy and prescience of the criticisms therein,*prrrrrO.

Finally, I would also greatly appreciate ifyou would do what you can to ensure that the papers in thenew Article 78 proceeding are also reviewed, as soon as possible, by other nno..y, in whose integntyyou have confdence - whether or not on the committee: i'-"rhuPt;h:r" ;;;;;s would, additionalry,be willing to proudepro bonolegalassistance i" thil;;;rtant public interejcase. such assistanceis all the more important becaut" tttt commission on Judicial conduct is here -- as in the prior Article78 proceeding - being represented, at taxpayers' expense, bI 
F. state attorney General who, havingNo legitimate defense, is engaging in irre same kind oiiitigutioo rir*nJul and fraud as it didpreviousry lcf. 

"Restraining 'Liars in the courtroom, orrd on the pubric payrorf,.l

Among the powerful issues this case presents:

(l) the Attolner-$neral's duty under Executive Law g63.1 Nor to provide a knee-jerh automatic defense to the commissiort but to evaluate the people,s right to hisintervention o.n ttr{luenarand' pursuant to Public officers Law $72,to substantiate thecommission's entitlement to his representatioq at taxpayers, expense;

(2) the commission's pattern and practice of dismis sing without investigation andwithout reasons,/acially'meritoriozscomplaints ofjudicial misconduct, in violation ofits mandatory investigative duty under ruiiciary raw g+c.t;

(3) the commission's overbroad interpretation of the confidentiality provision ofJudiciary raw 
!{s to deny complainants a// information subst*ti.ii"girre laufirlnessand propriety of its dismissals of their complaints, including the legal authority for thedismissals and the reasons therefor;

(4) the commission's use of three-member panels to summarily dismiss judicialmisconduct complaints -- the identity ofwhose rernuor the commission withholds fromcomplainants.

With sincerest thanks.

Lawrence Zweifactr, Esq.

Enclosure
cc: Alan Rothsteirl General Counsel
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Yours for a quality judlriury,

€Q4eAELENA RUTH SaS-sOwrR, Cil-raffioi
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

lday 19, 1999

Association ofthe Bar of the City ofNew york


